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Desigiiatiiig' .J uly :W, 2014, as "); atioiial Whistleblower A¡i¡ireàitioii Day",

IN THE SENATE CH-i THE UNITED STATES

.Ji;!,y 2H, 2014

:\11'. GH.ASSIJEY submitted the followiiig' )'~solutiOlI; wliidi was eOllsidered aiid

agT(~ed to

RESOLUTION
Designating ~July 30, 2014, as "National \Vhistleblower

Appreciation Day".

\Vhereas, in 1777, before the passage of the Bil of Rights,

10 sailors and marines bkw the whistle on fraud and

misconduct harmful to the United States;

\V1iereas the I~ounding Fathers unanimously supported the

whistleblowers in words and deeds, ineluding by releasing

govei'nmcnt records and providing monetary assistance

for reasonable legal expenses necessary to prevent retalia-

tion against the whistleblmn'rs;

\Vhereas, on ~July :~O, i 778, in demOlistration of their full

support for whistleblov\'ers, the members of the Conti-

nental Congress unanimously enaeted the first whistle-

blower legislation in the United States that read: "Re-

solved, That it is the duty of all persons in the service
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of the United States, as well as all other the inhabitants

thereof, to give the earliest information to CongTess or

other proper authority of any misconduct, frauds or mis-

demeanors committed by any officers or persons in the

service of these states, which may come to their knowl-

edge" (lehrislation of ~July 30, i 778, reprinted in Journals

althe Continental Congress, 1774-178.9, cd. \Vorthington

C. l~ord et aL. (\Vashington, D.C., 1904-37), 11 :732);

\Vhereas whistlcblowers risk their careers, jobs, and reputa-

tions b~r reporting waste, fraud, and abuse to the propel'

authorities;

\Vhercas, wheii providing proper authorities with lawful dis-

closures, whistleblowers save taxpayers in the United

States billions of dollars each year and serve the public

interest by ensuring that the United States remains an

ethical and safe place; ,m(l

\Vlicreas it is the public policy of the United States to eii-

courage, in accordance \vith l~ederal law (including the

Constitution, rules, and reg'ulations) and consistent with

the proteetion of classified information (inchuling sources

and methods of detection of e1assified information), hOll-

est and good faith reporting of misconduct, fraud, iins-

demeanors, and other crimes to the appropriate authority

at the earliest time possible: Now, therefore, be it

1 Resolved, That the Senate-

2 (1) designates July :30, 2014, as "National

3 \Vhistleblower Appreciation Day"; and

4 (2) ensures that the Pederal Government imple-

5 ments the intent of the Founding Fathers, as re-

6 fleeted in the legislation enacted on July :30, i 778,
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1 by eiicouragiig each executive agency to rCCOhJTIZe

2 National Whistleblower Appreeiation Day by-

3 (A) iiiforming employees, contraetors \vork-

4 iig on behalf of United States taxpayers, and

5 members of the public about the legal rights of

6 citizens of the United States to "blow the whis-

7 tIc" by honest and good faith reporting of mis-

8 conduct, fraud, misdemeanors, or other crimes

9 to the appropriate authorities; and

10 (B) acknowledging the contributions of

11 whistlcblowers to combating waste, fraud,

12 abuse, and violations of laws and regulations in

13 the United States.
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