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Puerto Rico fights death penalty

Islanders clash with
U.S,, Pennsylvania.

By Leonard Post

STAFDP REPOMTEN

A crasn oF gultures and gov-
arnmanis over the death penalty
has erupted in Puerto Rico, pit-
ting the commonwealth ngainst
the United States and the state of

Pennsylvania,

A capital trial bas begun in a
[ederal court in Puerle Rico,
and, next month, a public de-
lender is set Lo fighl the extradi-
tlon Mrrom Puerto Rico of 2 man
facing a murder charge in Penn-
sylvania, because it mighi be
charged as a capital grime,

Both situalions stiv the pas-
sions of Puerto Mican nalivnals,
and a largo segmeni of the is-

land's legal community. The
commuonwealth  outlawed  the
death penalty in 1929, Its Con-
stitution, ratified by Congross in
1952, provides: “The dealh
penalty shall not exist.”

In the federal case, the De-
partment of Justice (DOJ) ig-
nored Puerto Rico's ban on the
death penalty when it chargod
two reputed puoy members with
capital critmes and sought Lhe

death penalty. Later, ibat con-
tention won the support of ithe
Ist US. Circuil Court of Ap-
peals, -

Heetor  Oscar  Acosta-har-
linez & Joel Rivera-Alejandro,
the reputed gang leaders; are
accused of the 1998 kidnapping
ol a grocer, Jorge Hernandor
Dinz, who was shol o death
fhen dismembered, allegedly

SEE 'PURRATO MICH' PAGE TG
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Twenty-five go-to teams for when
the going gets tough. Pullout section

Online divorce services spark debate

Lawyers, providers
split over pitfalls.

By Dee MeArne
HUAER MEPORTER
YoUu MIGHT THINK a4 couple
wauling a quick divorce would
fivst stup &l & lawyer's office—or
mayhe two luwyers’ olTices. one
for each.

Nol necessarily.

Their ficst stop may be the

camypruler. Woelcome o the new
world of dot-cmn divoren.

On lwo of the nosl Mrequent:
el onlbin diverce  silos—
www.enmplelecase com and
www. legalsnom, com—eus-

Lommers elick an thelr stale ol
residence, pay an avorage lee of
%249 and submil lo a series ol

gqluesiions aboul livw they wani
I splil Lheir asscls and, il oppli-
ealle, custody ol the kidy,

Thay print the documents or
receive Lhen by mall within 14

Jndge

days, Then hey file them ak
theiv eourthouss,  Onee  the
signs  tHem, iy wre
olficially divoreed.

Fionoers of ihe seevices claim
ihat il is an affordable allerina-
live Lo oxorbilant legal fees.
Many divorce atiorneys 54y pa-
lential cuslomers oughl o he-
wure, becuuse divorce s a com-
plicaled provess Lhal reguires
livgal enunsel,

Big money is al stake ho-
nacse L are lots ol divornes,

In the 44 statés that collect
tata, iere were 515 divorces
for every 7 AMHY marringes lasi
your, according o Mismateh:
The Growing Guif Between Men
wred Women, by Andrew Hacker,
a prolessor of polilical seience
at Queens College in New York,

A ooonline search e “di-
voree online” gonorates thou-
swinils of Ridg, but lew sitos we-
tually  provide  the  service.
Some, like www.nolo.com. oller
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* BERGER & MONTAGUE
* BERNSTEIN LIEBHARD & LIFSHITZ
* BUTLER, WOOTEN, FRYHOFER, DAUGHTERY & SULLIVAN o
* CLIFFORDD LAW OFFICES
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* SHUTE, MIHALY & WEINBERGER ®
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* VLADECK, WALDMAN, ELIAS & ENGELHARD »
* WATTS LAW FIRM e
* WEITZ & LUXENBERG *
* WIGGINS, CHILDS, QUINN AND PANTAZIS ®
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By David Hehler

STAFE NELBRTEYL

FOR L5 YEARS (his newspaper has published an

annual section called Winning, which describes

the vecent triunphs and techniques of a hand(ul
[litigators with notable recotds of iiad court

d.ﬂh levement,

Tl section in your hands today represents mn
extension of that fdea to law firms on the
plaintifls side, This s our pick of 25 litigation
frins that seem exesmplary—the successor to the
Litigation 50 thad we introduuced Jast year,

We were looking [or fums tha you'd want b

THE PLAINTIFFS'

| vaquested additional fnlo

counsol and asking for the names of plaintifly’
firms they use and recommend,

We also asked many attorneys, on both the
plaintffs” and defense side, to identify itigation
firms that seemed particularly strong to them,

To winnow the list, we consulted Web sites,
legal databases, news archives and colleagiues
around the coaniry. We contacted some firms and
nrmation.

On the pages that follow, you 'l find profiles of

fhvee Jasw firms and thumbna] skel hvs ol 22,

The: thre treated af grealer longlh wers
picked hecavse they are ostablished firons lovalod

calt il you had a claim,

They had to be plaintfly'tigation shops—that |

- Indiffersni parts o i50f the country spocializing in
' diffarent practice areas. Thess thres happen lo
b troen Washington, Dillas and Los Angeles, W

i, they had to perlorm at least hallof thelr work | O - to {e a m S
[or plainiffs and devote at least half of their |
resonrees fo litigation,

This teft out firms that might have been f 0 r Wh C n

obvious choices a {ew years ago, ke Boics,
Schiller & Flexner, which, these days, dovates
mueh of is lime and resotrees to defens wrk,
Two fouston firms thal mads the lsl, Susman
Godlrey and Gibbs & Bruns, divide their labors
around ffly-Alty. The ohers seemed comfor dhly
on the phlnnffs side,

Wo teied t seloet frms bo coser the major
practice areas. We also ained for geograpbic
diversity, bt we didn' choose a frm baged onnq
location iFt wasn'l af east as qualilied us the
compelilion,

We eliminaled solo practitioners and shops wher
oni ot bwgers Ly all of e cases hecaase we
wanlod o st of B, ol st ol s,

limaly, thete was 4 “hotness” quottent, meaning
wi paitl allention to recent resulls as well as track
recards. We had in mind verdiots and settlements,
Vol Just (Hings and headlines, Tn other words, we
were Inukintr for the kind of Jeal that peoduces
sweill, 10l sizzle.

subjectiee, W didnl (ry (o apply an objective
mcasure, and we don't claim these are (e hs)
plaintills’ firms or the mos! u,gwsswv i (he

The arhitear
loss arbitrar y L-ht iees.

imdernally i by contaching dozens of genera)

[hes process by which this lisl was derired was

could ust as easily hawe focused on thres othus.
In the short profilos of the olher 22, we
fnelided swith the belp of tho firms hlef
dleseriptions of sorue of thelr recan sucoesses,
These include seitlements, and because some
litms seidle many of their ¢ases with
confidentiality agreements, it was somelimes
Inpossible to report theie biggest achicvements,
This sampling o/ Titigation fems roveals, not
surpeisingly, & huge vaviely in the U5, plantifls' bar.
The firms eote i all shapes and sizes, There'
(he:frve-Saseyer firm in Washinglon specalizing fn
whistleblower Hitigation. There's the 40-tawyer
Alabama frm branching ol from its hase i
emplogment ltigation. And there’s the (at as
oount) 179-lawyer bicoaslal soeuritios elass
aclion powsehouse thal, like & gianl paramesium,
i5 splilting n 1w,
The thumbnails are by Cleq Cacoulidis, Des

nmstauwsal’l Many thal arent hern eauld b, \\Iu\:no and Andrew Harris, Log by Cacoulidis
ufoll n[ 20 vequeired some miore ne

MeArae, [Tarris and Gail Diane Cox also did most

ol the esoarch, @
Wiesoughl o enst a wide neL by brainstorming |

Heehler's el o Uf (lress i dher

hler @nfoom,
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Berger & Montague

For 33 years, Berger & Montague has specialized i
class actiong [n the felds of securiting, antitrust, moss
tarts and civil and human rights. The G0-member
Philadelphia firm hus socured awards and seillements
worth billions for its clients. 1L was one of Tour lewd
counsel that structirad the $1.3 billion global
settlemnent ol all claims ngainst Michaol H. Milken, the |
olficers and direelors of Drexel Burnliam Lambes, and |
the more than 350 DrexelMilken-related enlities, |
NOTEWORTHY GASES: |

B in e Waste Managomant Ine. Securities Litigrtion |
a0 1L 20000, co-lead sounsel—Sherrie Savell,
Represenling a eluss of invoslors, 1he tiro ohlained o
F200 million cash selilement,

W in ve (KON Qffice Sotntions fne. Securities
Litigation (E.D. Pa. 2000, co-lead and liaison
vounsvi—Morrill G. Davidoll. In an action od against
TKOM dind some ol lis olficers on hehall ofits investors, |
Uie firmy negotiated a $111 nillion cash selement. !

W/ni re fiite Abd Inc, Secwrities Litigation {TLD. Pa,
20017, ca-ledd counsel—Shervie Savell. To dale, the
firm hias nhtained settlements of morn than S1940
millivn in cash-and common stock. Actlous against Rita
Aid’s nceounting firm and somoe of the ceanpany's
former officors are continding.

Bem’s'te'ir-:i Liebhard

Founded in 1993, New York's Bernstein, fieblrd &
Lifshitz dues "99% securitios,” oundie Stinley [
Burnstoin anid, [thas 25 Lowyers. two Tormerly with the
Securities and Exchange Commission
MOTEWOHRTHY CASES:

8 fnn ree Initial Public Offering Securities Litigatton
(S:DNY 20083), vo-load counspl—Stanley Barnslein,
Tonming with New York's Milherg Weiss Bershad Hynes
& Levach, in June 2003 the firms brokerad & §1 billion
sottlement on behall of investors in more Lo 200
publicly traded tochoology sompanies acensed ol
inflating their stock value during the 19905 bull markel,

B Suvboum v Deiscle Bark |5.0.0.Y. 2002), co-
lend counsel—Stanley Bornstein and Hoberl Barg, The
plaintiffy hymmoerad-anl & $38 million seltement of o
snuritiod class aatlon wgainst Deutsehus Bank in Fune
2002, The bank was dcoused of issuing nislniding
stivlernunts aboul a possililo mergor

W Trchman e Volpo Crees of North Auterica e,
[Bergen Co., N, Supee. G 1999, lerd altorney—
Slanluy Bernstein, n 999, plaintilrs negotinlod a
sedthoment valuod at 530 million fnoa class aetiod Aled
an belall of more W 35,000 Yolva ownees swhi
Bowghil. ars with deloctive Liros,

Butler Wooten

Based in Columbus, G, Butler, Wooten, Frighofer,
Dapghtery & Sollivan hos ropresentod plaintills,
nationwide in a range of civil setiong, Ifelueding
products lability, business wels, onvironmmsntal
litigalion and medical malpraclice. The 12-membicr
firm, fuunded in 1988, has won hundreeds of millions in
verdicts and sottloments. In particular, iU presided over
one of the [irst cases of punitive damages nwarded in
Goorgia against General Motars for aulo products
Hahitity (Maselvy 0. Genpral Motors T
NOTEWOGRTHY CASES:

B Widow v Aronymons Construction Go. (2002, A
lrucking sevvice lechnician was killed on ajob site
when a crane collapsed. The case seltbed for $2.7
milliun, The parlies remain contidential,

B Morrell v. AlliedSignat e (5.0, Ga. 20013, lead
attorney—.Jie] Wooter. Plaintiflz in this mass torl
sustaimed injuries as a result of exposure o mercury
during thee course of their employment at 1L.CP
Chomicals Ine. Setlled for $17 million, *

B Leggett o Honegwelf Int'd 1500, Ga, 2001}, lead
attorney—Jos] Wonten. The plainllls were injured by
exposure Lo dangerous levels of toxic chomicals and
hazardous wasle while on the job due 1o Utheir
smployer's alleged negligence. Seitled for %3 million.*

*The Moerrelt and Leggets conrts issund gng orders
Public documents disclosed the setflement terms.

Clifford Law Offices

Covering Lhe speeteum of personal injury practios,
feom aviulion and medical negligence to products and

THE PLAINTIFFS’

HOT LIST

prennises liability, the Chicugo-Tased Cfford fom
iMfiees s rocovered hundreds of millions in verdiels
vl selilements for s clients, Foungdid jo 1984, L
firm’s 22 lawyers have gidned rocognition i aviation
litigalicn and e selting lagal procodenl with L 1900
Minois cise Barkei o delnar Comummity Hospitod,
where the court Tield thal in malpeac)

injuries thal neeur in hospilals can b proved by

circwmstantial evitlonee,
NOTEWORTHY CASES:

B i re Afr-Grasfe Neore Point Mugu, Catifornio (N1,
Calil. 2003), Jead attorncys  Roberd AL CliMerd wned
Kevin P. Durkin, Alaska Airlines and Boeing Corp. wera
both found lable for the crash of Aliska Flight 261
which plunged into the Pacific Ocean, killing all 88
aboard fhe ceaft The case setllod Tor $37.6 million,

B Estafe of Martin L. Koppfe v Villiage of Wiieeling
{Gook Co., 1L, Gle CL 20031, lead attorneys—iichared
Burke wnd Jobin T, Kavnezis, In o premises Hability
aetion, the plaintills plane srashed during lakeol? after
hitting a drainage ditch impreaperty Ineted narimwny
Saloty areit, The jury awarded $10.4 milion,

W eopte v Philip Marriy (Gook o 11, Gle, G
2002), lead atlovnoy—Roberl, A, Clilford. Altorueys whn
lad ropresentrd the stele of Hlinnis in wbacen
iigadivn sued the stale fr theie allorney fees, The
case seliled for $67.5 milliin,

Constantine & Partners

A anlitrust litigation fivm, Constantine & Partrors
Ly gatoed a nakinnal repulalion sinee ils 1904
Tonnding i M York. Roprosenting clicals in al
aspects ol antilenst L as well as in complex
varmmereinl disputes, the 17-membere Grm s lweep
lead counsel in severnd ligh-profile casos, ineluding
Kesmai Corpoo. Americn Onfine (sotllomonl becms am
snlidential), Many of its wliorieys have testifind
Brsfoee Conpress on anditoies) and infornalionel Lrale
[EEIVIEN
NOTEWORTHY CASES:

B i e Viso ChackAMosier Mormer (T, 20003,
leadt pounsol-=Tloyel Constantin and Bolrd Bogleilnr,
Nalional elass action on belall of 5 million merchants
alleging that Visa and MasterCard attompted to
manopolize the debil cavil ntarkel by tying morehant
aceaptunie ol deblt cavds o credil cards, A proliminary
setllement in oxcess of §3 Billion, which also gave
merohnnls thechoico of acoupting or rejocting debit
produets, wais approved i April 2003

W e tholdf Cable o Time Warner (11D.N.Y, 2001),
lead atlorneys—Lloyd Constaniine and 1tebort
Beglviler, Residents in the New York moteopolilan quoa
were deprivad of Lhe il benelils of compatition, in
particular aceess W bow-cusl programeoing services,
Boceose of Time Warnor's menopolization of the calile
television market in Lhe region. Aceording to publizhed
reporls, the case setbled (or more oo $80 million.

Cotchett Pitrc

For 35 years, Cotchett, Pitre, Stmon & MeCurthy hs
engnged oxclusively inlitigation, raprosenting plaintilfs
in a wide variety of practics areas, including products
liability, sevurities and avietion. With 20 luwyers, the
firm, based in Burlingame, Calil., gained nationol
recognllion when it veprosented thousands in the
securities cluss action against Lineoln Savings & Loan
and Charles Keating o decads ago, It won a $3.5 billion
judgment, whicl was later redueer to §1.75 billion.
NOTEWORTHY CASES:

B fehr Wood Sealant Coses (5an Jnaguin Co., Calif,
Super. CL., 2003}, co-lead counsel—Bruce Simon.
Malional consumer class aclion fur damages cosulling
from the use of defactive sealant praducts. The eouri,
approved a preliminarcy seltnnent of $107.5 million,

B Marales v, Citigroup (Sun Franciseo Co., Calif,
Super Ct. 2003), co-load counsel—Joe Cotehetd and
Niall MeGarthy, Boreewers sulfered cennumic hanm

53

when insuranve products were "packed" on to loans,
g up interesl and costs Ul case sollbed e
F240 million.

W Wisper v (8d Reppebdie (San Frioeisea Co,, Calif,
Super Clo2001), lead attoriey—Niall MeCarlhy. Class
action alleging title cnmpanies were improperly
earming inlecesd on consumer deposils, Tho jury
avarded 215 million,

Gibbs & Bruns

Engaged in a wide eange ol commeccial igation,
meluding securilies, antitrust, contraet and ofl und gas
dispiles sinee TYR3, Houslon-based Gibbs & Hrans las
ablained more thian $200 million in jury vordicls and
seltfoments for ok its corporate and individoal
pladnultls siner 2000 The #-member fivm Qled suil in
May 2003 aguinst Bank Gue in Phoenix on behall of
180 holdees ol more than B0 Billion in defaultned
bonds izsuad by the now-dofunel Sadional Centory
Firzereial Tnleepriges.

NOTEWORTHY CASES:

B Meon Systems fre n New Ero of Netweorks Fag,
ot Bend Co., Teaas, st CL 20077, leard attorneys—-
Chris Reynolds anul Jean Feizell, Malicieos brade e
inlringement. According to public decuments the jury
awarded $3Y millien.

W Aferrill Lyneh Globel Allocation Fund b Nateest
Fipance (Midillesex Co., NUL, Super. Gt 20013, lead
atlurney—Kabhy Patciel, Plaintill investrient funds losl,
A substantial purbien ol z 3450 million hond offering by
Nukornthad Strip Milk Public Co., & Thal steel company,
The vase seltled for approximately 72 million,

Girardi & Keese

Sinear ibs tnunding in 1965, Lus Angeles' Giramdi &
Keese has recovered more thao $1 billion far plainlills,
including « landimack 3333 millloiy setileent Lur the
residents ol Tlinkley, Gulil., over allegations of
vuntaminaod drinkiog watne in 1996 The firm's
sivivonsnental work ranges feom class aclinng againal
pobkuling industriad Ewilitieg t tosde torts and e and
nnise pollution cases, The 29-adtornoy Few, eslablished

| by parlners Thomas Girardi and Hoborl Koese, also
| represcnls

diemls in pharmacenlical and produels
linhilivy cases.
NOTEWORTHY CASES:

B friane v Yons Cos. (Los Anpoles Co,, Calil,

| Super Gl 20080, dead aldermeys—Thamas V Gieedi
| and Amy I Sulompn, The Brm negotialod a 335

millivi seldrment an hehall of an T-yoee-old girl
infreed in b preking ol ol a Yons slore when o light
fixLuee Fell, siriking her on the hoead. She sulferad
exlensive brain damage, The plaintiils. ulloged-that
e malerial used Lo conglruct the Bxlufohad a
knnwn propensily Lo deeay agd thak the defendanls
hid ignored sigus ol erosion,

B Zucker o Disney (Los Angples Goo, Calif, Supor,
G, 2002), tead atterneys—Thomas V. Girardi and Amy
1L Solomow, The lawyers nogotitterd a $43 million mid-
triul selilement with Disney on behalf of 4 d-year-nld
boy who was seriously Trarl, allegodly besauae of i Jank
ol doars on a theme park’s Fogoer Kabbil ride,

B ffogers o Brawe Medical fue (5.7, Calil, 20030,
tead allorney—Reberl M. Keese, An invonior won a
#25.8 million verdict ngainst a medical supply Grm
that allegedly misappropriaiod frade seceets and stale
e desigy for aweedle-lree nlravenons dolivery
gystem. The verdicl included $5 inilling in punitive
dimages.

Haggard Parks

Since its 1995 tounding, Hoggard, Purks, fapgard &
Hotugne in Corul Gables, Tla., has represented
individual ellpnis in aviation disaster, promises liability
ane many other hodily injury cises, recovering more
Lhan 180 million in vecdivls and setllements, One
nedable exeepiion was Lhe fva-inwyer firm's foray into
rlasy aclions as co-loval counsel in Flocida's Microsoll
amlitrust case. In April 2003, preliminary approval was
granted (oc a $200 million sedllement.

MOTEWORTHY GASES:
B ko n 2337 Advras Steest Corp. (Broward Co.,

!Bl Gl CL 20070, lead atlorney—~Michael Haggard, A

toddler sustained brain damige after nearly drowning
ina pool improperly smeared by an aparimant complex.
REE FIMMS' PAGE 57
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‘FIRME' TROM §3
The jury awarded $100 m]lllun—one of the lal g(’htJler
vordicls in Florida history.
L ] (;ufuz v fim-figr Corp. (S.D. FIn 20021, lcad |
s plaintfl was infured
hy ilymg r!:*brls from a CO"IblU[l between a teactor-
traller and an Amtrak train. It setfled for $14 million.
B Brstos o Leiva (Miami-Dade Co.; Fl., Cir. CL
20010, lead atarney—Michael Haggard. A Miami jury
awarded S21 million th o waman who was injured
whun her car was struek by wnother driver, who was
using his collphene at the lime of the érash.

Kohn, Kohn and Colapinto

The five-lawyer YWashinglon Brm Kofn. Kohn and
Colupinto speclillzes in protecting whisteblower
employees, Pl agents and individunls exposing frad
in foderal contracting. Founded in 1988, [lhl.l(lr‘ﬁ'vhl”\’
challenged the payment of "hush money™ in the nue loar
mdustey that resulled in te Nucleoar Regulatory
Commission tmplementing oemul fulis prohibiling e
practice. (Macktel v Seeretory of Labor),
HOTEWGORTHY CASES;

B Geurgio Porer Co, o USDOE {10th Cir. 2002), lead
wllornoy—Mivhael Kobn: A whistleblowing high-leve]
nuelenr plant manager was fired in violotion of the
employee proteclion provisions of Lo Lnergy
Reorganlzudion Avt of L1974 Aftar it wais delermined on
appaild Lhal U manager was cugaged fn prolec led
aslivily, e courcl ordersd his reinsiatement amd
swarded $4.5 million in damagos. .

B Jayko o Ohin Environmontal Proteciion : !qi'nm,r |
(Ohia Depl. Labor ALT2000), load attornoy—Michae]
Kohn.-A site coordinmtor for Ghin's Enviconmental
Protzotion Ageney was transtected and lalsely accusedd
of thell alter allegloe mproper conducl by his
superiucs, He had been investigaling o cancer clusler
found in several sehool buildings that wore conslructed
on & [ormoer arvmy plol associated will Lhie Manhattan
Project, Reinsladed altor o hearing, he was awarded
daminges ol moee than Se00,000,

B Sanjour 0 (LS, Environmental Protection Agencl
(D26 G 1995) (e bine), load altornoy—Stephon
Kol Employees of the EPA aid environmental groups |
broughl suil againsl the agency, challenging
eogulations thal prahibited FEPA smplayoes (ram
rneiiving rebmbursement for expenses for unalTeial
spraking engagaments enneerizing Uedr offical dlios.
Holding thad the regulatinn violated the piaployoens'
Firsl Anendmont elghts, the ot doclared Uhal il wis
uivonstilulivnal and tssued an injunclion against is
vnlorgomeont.

Korein Tillery

A 20-lawyer Hem in St Loais, Korein Tillery varlier
this yoar won a $10. 1 billion judgment against Philip
Morris, including $23 billion in punitives, in tha first
consumer lruud class netion over "light” sigarnlies,
The frm's speelelly practios ar include elass actiong
{eonsumaor (rawd and TRISA), mass torts, individual
tohaveo cases, prodocls Babiligy and imedizal
malpricticn,
MNOTEWORTHY CASES!

B Sparks v Lieenf Technofogies (Madison Co., TIL,
Cire L 2002], Tead attormey—Stephen Tillary, One of
the largest cluss actions In lerms of class size, it alloged
somsuer fraud i e rosidontiad elephone leasing
progeams of Lucent and ATET Corp. The six-year-long
litigation involved thiree apponls, ono of which made it
{u the Ninois Supreme Court. It settied the week it was
o proceed to Leial, in August 2002, for $300 million,

B fsder v The Retirement Plan of the First National
Betnk uf Boston (24 U.S. Clrcuit Court ol Appoeals 2000),
lead attornoys—Steven Katz and Douglas Sprong, The
ense was e st BRISA class action Lo challenge
steersslully cush-balance-type benefit plans, I led the
way for a numbet of later elass actions which nettad
hundreds of milllons of dallars e relirees. Thae cage
setlled for w confidential arwunt alter an appellate
eourt granted surnmary judgment i favor of the
plaintilTs.

W Maltoy oo Ameritech (50111, 20000, lead
atinroeys—5Steven Kalz and Douplas Sprong. The Hem
reprasenied several Lhansand Ameritoch retivees who
challenget] the way Amoritech berefie plans computed
lumip-sum distributions. The case seitled for more than
S175 wmillian alter Kurein Tilery won suinoarey
judgment an Halbklity,

| delee

THE PLAINTIEFS’

Kramer Dillof

The husband-nnd-wile leam of Tom Moove and Judy
Livingston lead the 12-lawyer Now York Grm Krames
Dillof, Livingston & Moore. (n 1978, Moore joined the
tirm: founded by Charlrs Kramer and Henry Dillo) and
hecame its senior parlner in 1988, Livingston caime on
board in 1980, tresh oul ol law schaol. Thuy have won
more Lhan 100 verdiels in excess of $1 million. The
rm spoeializes o medienl negligence, ])msulml injury
aurd wronglul death,

NOTEWORTHY CASES:

B Megers & ggnr (Now York Co, MUY, Sup. CL
20021, luwdd nito —Tum Moord, A New York jury
awardnd S50 million (552 million presentaday valie u
o girl steicken with eerebral polsy as a result ol an
inféetion that ot in alter o peocedure o nstall o ghonl

|t drain DQuitd lrom her brain, Three dociors were Cownd

to-Have hreachied tho stiandied of care by Tailing Lo
the signs of [nltetin.

WMeNett o Brergek (Kings Go,, MY, Sup. OL 2002);
lend attorney—huly Livingston, A Brooklyn, N.Y, jury
in 2002 awardod $6.75 million to n 9- ~yer-ole givl
whose father died aftee alligedly wailing moro llmn 12
hours for emergoney ¢ Ill't|l.l| cire ol Brooklyn Hospilal
Conter. The 45-year-olid died en roile o surgery (o
rrpiic i ruplured aoria, Livingsdon argued that the
livspital stull wasled procious lune b arrioging s
man's transfer o another facility,

B Rallinas v New York Oty Health & Hospitals Carp.
{Bruny Gounty, N.Y., Sup, 1. 20013, tead atlorney—Tom
Moot & Bromw, MY, Jury in Moy 2000 asviedad
FL07 H million (523 millien presant-day valne) Lo a
ehild whose brain was ravaged by unireatnd
metugitis, The suit atlogie Lhad D obstotrical apd
prdiuuric stall ignored dlowe signs of the Jisease,
allowing Lhe ehild 16 lin unlreled in the hospila)
oursery oe theoo days allor bivth,

Levin Fishbein

T 1987, Araold Lesin lefl e Grm of Adler, Barish,
Lovin & ClireskofT, takiog with him ossociates Michanl
D Tishbein and Laurence 5. Berman. A year luter,
Howard I Sndran joined fram [owrey 8 Siman in
Washingtom, where b ol Deen an assoclals, The
resultant Philadelphia Loy livn, Sewin Fishbein Sedrin
& Berman, dadicales 99'% of its practicn o pluinlilfs'
work, purticularly onvironmental mass tort, antilest
antl products lirbilily liigalion,

NOTEWORTHY CASES:

W in e Mel Drags Products Liability Litoation (B0,
Pa. 2004}, co-lead vounssl—Michael D, Fishbein, The
Grm has, since 1998, served o8 co-lead class counsel in
tho:lfen-Phen diet deag Htigation. The litigation is the
lurgest and most complex mass Lorl prococding vuiside
of o bankreupley context, In 2000, the court approved o
sottlement agreement with the principal defendant, the
pharinaceulical maker Wyelh, for payment, of more
than $3.75 Liltion throuph 2013,

W in re Orthapedic Bone Serew Products Liability
Litigation (E.D. Pa. an-gning), lead attorney—Michaol
0. Fishbein, The massive Higation involved nmrkvng
clearance for an orthopedic boae screw davies used in
spinal surgery. IL generatod soveral significant culings
concerning federal pre-emplion of Levt claims, civil
conspiracy low and Lhe iimits of constitutional
protection for “educational” markeiing in the medical
device Held. Ultimately, the defendants entered into a
limited fund settlement. far $100 million, Millinns morns
waere paid by vther delendants in private settlements,

W in re Grophite Sectrodes Antitrast Litigation (T}
Pa, 2003}, co-lead counsel—Howard ], Sedran. The firm
is eo-lead tounsel in this case involving allegations of
horizontal price-lixing agatnst the makers nl graphile
aleetrodes, which are vserl by steel mills Lo conduet
eleciricity, Total settlements reached $123.5 milllon for
a class thal ronsisled ol approximately 0% ol e
market of divect pnrchasers of clectcodes, The last two
suttlenents are subjecl to couct approval in Seplembie,

Lieff Cabraser

Sinee il was [ounded in 1972, the 50-lawyer Arm
Lieff Cabraser Heimann & ferngtein has tigaled or
sellled more than 250 class aclions, including o $1
billion revised settlemneal tn the receni Subser Hip
litigation, mvolving defeclive hip and knee prostheses.
The San lranciseo-based firmn dlversiftos its praclice
wrens Anong securilios, miass tarl, consimmer
rolection, pinplnymenl and envirommenlal masrs,

| NOTEWORTHY CASES!

W Clagharn v Edsano Led, (N1, Calil, 2002), lead
attorney—Itichard M. Teimann, A loderal jury in San
Francisco dolivernd o $170.7 million verdict against
Edsaen in @ securitios feaud suit. The jury found i
Ldsaco alded a software company in setting up phony
companies us purl ol i scheme Lo report Ticlidious siles.
The verdict included 5165 million in punitive damages.

(W Trotter v Perdie Farms e 110, el 200205 e
counsel- James M. Finherg, Licll Cabraser served ns
class counsel [or approximately 50,000 sinployoos,
nagolialing a 510 million selilemanl with Pordus
Itagms Ine..one ol the nalivn’s lacgest ponliry
proeessurs. Tha suil challenged Perdue’s Mailuen 1o
et peisale ils wssombly=-Tne employoos foe putting o,
taking off and cleaning protostive and sanitary
aeuipminnl.

B 1 e Behe Wood Spadant Gases (San Joaguin Co.,
CHIE, Super G 2004), ao-lisad cotmnsel—Willinm
Bornstein and Jonnthan D0 Selbin. The firm won o
FOT.5 wmillivg seltlement as coslemd counsel lor
hismesowieses whosied (e padnd prodiets
manufactarer Bahr, over mildesw damages relaling tn
use ol its dxterior wood sealants, The sull Involvod (he
use ol Behr's Super Liguid Raw-Tlide aod Malaeat Seal
Plues sinea i, L, 149491

Milberg Weiss

During its 33 years ol litignting complex sueurilies
class aclions on hohall of insulutivnal and individual
plaindifls, Mfifhary Weiss Rershad Hynes & Serpch has
recoverad wore 1han $30 biltion inowovareds aad
sulletienls, Feom 1995 40 2002, the frm was lead or
eo-leiul eounsel in 54,3

ool all seearritios frand olass
avlioms Al in Lhe enuntey, ineluding tn re Washington
Public Power Supply Systeth (setllomonls were 1
exvess of $750 million) and fn re Nosdag Morket-
Mokers Anritrust Litigation (51 hillion in settlements
recoverndl. Tnoveeenl months, the lirin has publlely
ackuowlitged hat i is in the process ol splitling inty
twa Jirms. Al last cound, ib had 179 lavwyers,
NOTEWORTHY CASES:

B e re Initial Public Offoring Securvities Litigation
(SLNY 2004, co-lond counsel—Maelvyn 1 Wolss,
Three hundred-and-olhn cliss actions involving initial
public-offorings marketed bebwenn 1998 and 2000
allege that the 1P0s were manipulated by the
investinend banks to inflaee arlificially the marke) prioe
ol those secieities through a pracice callod
“ladduoring,” and to cooeal the compensalion received
by the undorwrilers, The liest pariiad seillrmenl,
approved was Blhillion.

W in re Licent Technalogies Inc, Securities Lithyetion
(DN 20030, co-lend connsel--Dovid ). Bershed. The
plainlilfs alleged Lucent misreprosented the demznl
Tor its optical networking producls ant eogeged in
improper accoubbing practives, The wase seilled for
3400 milllon.

W i re Ceford Health Plans ine. Secwrities Litiguation
(5.2.M.Y. 2003), co-lead counsel—Pulvicio M. 1lynes, An
action alleging that Oxfurd made materially false and
misleading stalements whoul its linancinl condition, in
adddition to a setflement fne 8300 million, Oxlord is alsn
requirad to implement significanl corporale
goveriee rolorms,

Shote Mihaly

Tounded in 1980 in Sap Fraociseo, Shete, Mihaly &
Weinberger lukes on a diverae reage of cases covering
environmenlal issues, [rom impack studies and air-
quality control to nuloral resourees and land wse. The
2d-rnember frm represents peimacily public agaocies
and comnupity groups seeking relind onder the
Mational Yavironmental Policy Act, the Calilorpin
Envirenmenlal Quality Act, the Clean Water Acl and
Lhe Endangerad Speeies A, ammiyg olher lows,
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NOTEWORTHY CASES!

W Communitics For A Betéer Knvironment o
California Resowrces Ageney (Calill Cl, App, 2002), lead
attorney—Lillison Folk. Environmental organizations
challenged several provisions of the “guidelines”
adapled My the slate of Calilornia in the Califurnia
Tnvironmental Guality Act of 1998, which would have
:.L,nuue.]y [imited review ol Its potenlial environmendal
trupaet, The teiul courl struck down cight of the
challenged guidelines, and the docigion was upheld en
appeal [or all but one of the guidelines.

B San Mrancisee BayKeeper fne, v Tosco Corp, (9
G 2002), load altarney —Robert Perlmutler, The irm
won i key decision upholding (he vitalily of "citizen
enforcement” suils brought againsl polluting
sompaniey under the federal Cloan Water Act. The
defendanls had attemptod to eviede lability by arguing
thal the sale of the alleged polluting Facility alter Lhe
suit was Aledd rendored the case moot, The teial souel
dismigsed the case, but the Y1l Cireuit nnanimously
reversel,

B Derkeley Keep Juts Over the Bay Gommittee v
Board of Port of Commissioners (Calill Tt App. 2001,
lead altbrney—Clement Shule. The plantitfs
suctessiully challenged the adegnacy ol an
envirnmmentul impact report, (T8 prepaced lor the
Airport Development Progeam for Qakland Alrport.
The court hield thal the B violated Do Calilornii
Environmental Quality Act by fuiling 1o analyze i
reaspable range of aliernatived and to evaluate
properly the project’s cumulative irpael,

Sprengér & Lang

Specializing in employment discrimination class
actions, the 12-inember v of Sprenger & Lang in
Minueapolis has ablajned move Ui $200 million in
jwdgmers. 1L has also improved siaodards o
amployment practices o behall of Leng of thousands ol
ampluyses natiunwide sivce s founding in 1989, 11
bruught the conmlry's fivst sexual harassmen| tliss
actlon Wenson v Foeleth Mines), which, aller 11 years
uf elass sortificition and two Lrisls, esuhlished sourl
standards lor agsessing damages in seus) barassmoen
RS,

NUTEWORTHY QASES:;

W o Repafific of dreeg (3000, 20021, lnud
atlormey—amie] Wolll The fem brought an action
under (he Foreign Sovareign Immuniting Act on behall
nl ETE American oitizens who wero tken logtage
during the 1990 Teagi invasion of Kuwait. The sowred
awirded 93 million in damages, lodgmenl wos
etallected asunl disteibutel jn 200;

W Kosen o Arerican Pepress Financiel Adiisors
[DLDC 2002, co-lisnd counsel—Lawrence Schanler
Class netion alleging gendor and velitied discriminition
in employment, specificnlly against lemale fnanci
advisors, The case settled For 31 million plus
injunetive refiel that ineluded a revisod distelbution of
accounts il lepds,

W randtin v First Union Carp, (LD, Va. 2001), to-
load vounsel—dichiel Livdor In b ease of [irst
impression, elnpluyees brought o eluss selion against
Fiesl Uninn Tor breach of its fduciary doty in not
considerfog nonproprictary ITinds as investment
aplions 1nils UKD plan, The case setiled Tor 526
million and inelnded Lhe appointment of an
indepnodent adviser, whicl led Lo the fnslusion of
nonpropriclary tund oplions,

Susman Godfrey

louston-based Sastan Godfrey was Toundied in
PO8 by Slephen 1. Susman. The Brm mace its aneme
that year in o price-lixing trial thal lonk on i
rorengaled bux indostry, ending in a verdicl againsl,
Nueawd Paper Ual, alter teedling, approqehed 51 il
Sinae then i by grown to 63 lawyers, and Tall of ils
praciies [peuses on plaintil representation. To dale,
thee Hrm eliims Lo have recovared o caomalalive lotal nf
nver 52 Billien e plainlifls. Its main prictios weas ace
anlitrus, trade regulation, securiling and sonkeact
tlissprutes,

HOTEWORTHY GASES:

W fn re Vitrnias Antitrnst Litigadion {1000, 2003),
co-lead counsel—Tames T, Sawthwick, In June, a
[P(lma] fury Iound thal four detendant cnpinios had
participated in o glohal conspiracy ta B ihe prioe ol
vilumin B4, also known as chillne chloride, doving the

THE PLAINTIFFS’

HOT LIST

10-yoar poriod [rom 1988 (o 1998, The jury awirdnd
the plaintilts, a class ol diroct purehasers of vilumin
B4, $49.5 million in damages. Witk trobling and
altorney fees, the vordict will be 3150 million. The firm
hs servad as co-lead counsel Tor (e class action

| plaintiils since 1999.

B Lgondell Petrochiemicel Co. o Atfandic Richfield
Co. {arbilration 2002), lewd conmsel—Vineat Bhatia.
Iyundell Chemieal Co. initiated an arbitralion
procecding against Atlantic ehfeld Co, ARG,
claiming that ARCO had breachod cerlain previslons ol
an agreemeant fur the sale ol the gasoling additive
MTBIL A San Fruneisco arbilrator issued @ dorisinn
sustiining Lynn([cll'e claims, and lhe partios agreed o
asellement of $21.5 milllan,

B The State of Teeas o Amaoce Production Co, {Travis
Crr, Taxas, Dist. Cr 2001, leasd crmnsel—Kilin
Smmmons and Lea Godlrey, Since 1997, (e liem has
haen pursuing elalms against major ofl companmies on
behalCof aonutionwide class of eayalty owners wh
claim ol o have bpen paid rovalties e erudo oil
production, Seitlements lotaling neacly $200 million
wore approved by the federal disleict eouet in Corpus
Chrisli, Texas, in 1999, Appeals Tollowerd . n 2001, U
last ol the dispoles wis resolved, cloaring Ui way lor
the dislribubion to the vlass,

' Vladeck Waldman

Viadeck, Waldmun, Slias & dnglebard has een
around sinee 1949 and says i iy the oldest plaintilly'
amplogiment Mrm in Mew York, 1ts ounding pariger,
Judith Wadeels, is widely regarded as ome ol the lop
maploymenl lwwypers, with sieee U loor decides!
warth ol liligalion sxperiswe. Many of the fe's
vielories aev canlidenlial sellemwts voachod alter the
tefendant's moion Toe sennmary jucsgnend is donisd

The firm's Lo victories include a 814 b setthsuen,

Lo 5,000 wornen [rom Weslern Kleeleie Co, amd o $7.5
miilion setlement of an nqual pay eases Tor 4,000
womnil feorn the Cily Univeesily of Now York,
NOTEWORTHY CASES!

B (fambule o Derdsefie Bank 1518, 20030 lnad
ultoruey-—Judith Ylideck, The fein brokerod i
ruthtimillion dollar settlemeud with Doulsche Bank on
bahell ol a termale uum]uyvc who slloged thid the
hank's cubluge was inhospitable® o women, Tho case
settled ona'day Bifora it wag sehiedulod o go G rial on
May 27, 2003

B ETOC o Sowrtlr Beach Beecerage Co, (500,07, 2005
lesael aui b e Lo Cherk and Tura Crean. Lioan
Fyual Employmenl Opportunity Commissinn action
gginsl Soulh Beach Beverage Co, (Solind and Popsice,
U e reqresented Hve fomale iolerveunes who
receiverd payments lotaling $95E0.000 10 settle
alloyations thal the defendants violwled theiv civil rights
by crealing a hostile work sovirommeanl, A consent
deerne was entered with the cowrt in Fobrmary 2003,

Watts Law Firm

The Ugusten-Tused Hodts Lo Firne was Toundid in
August @2, bul o liem aciaally traees iLs vools Lo
Lwo predecessar Gris co-leundoed by Mikal © Walls,
Lhe v ol Une liem that nive beacs bis oame, [Lis o
2a-lawyer praciioe speciadizing in peoducls Hahiliyg and
pesrstHLal injury.

NOTEWORTHY GASES:

B esiro o Ford Motor o ACamoeron Co., Texas,
sk, CL 2003, Tead attorney—yikal ©, Walls. A j jury
wwillded %18 million, leucImg 55 millinn in punitives,
agtkinst Ford Motor Coo s tollover case. Tl 21-yoar-
old driver of e F-150 SuperCal pickup truck suffired
spinal cord injuries resulting frumn e delizclive roof
structure.

W Srenches o Parke-Dicis (Mueees Co, Texns, Dist
€t 2001} lead allorney—Mikal (. Watls, A jury
awardrd $43 million in the rsl plainliils victory
against Warner-Lambert Co. over its diabetes drug

Hezxulin, which was pulled [rom the markel in March
2000 after baing linked to liver eouplizations. The
pliinlill, 63, a diabetic awalling a liver ransplant, was
awarded $43 million in actual damages.

| Willics o fingineered Bxplosives Services (Dexar
Ca., Texas, Dist. CL. 2001), Lead allorney-—12 Brian
Beeryman. The ease invalved an explosion that
oeenered while Hogineered Kxplosives personinel were
sinking an offshore barge to ereate an arlilicial reef T
the const ol Georgiw, Aller fur duys of trial, the jury
wwarded $5.4 million Lo an Bngineered Maplosives
eoployes, Stove Williams, (o compensale him lor Ui
injuries e roccived to his hands,

Weitz & Luxenberg

Best knmwn I Us national ashesios work, New York's
Witz & Leevenberg is o 55 -ullorney firtn ounded In 1986
by Arthur Luxenberg and Porry Weilz. Parlner Hobert J.,
Gordon is ity chiel trial lawydr. Branching out into mass
torls, Weilz has fled more Lhan 13,000 cuses against
Bayer Corp. uver s Tiled chulesterol drug Bayeol,

W Crodeau v Consedidnted dison Ine. (Now Yook
Co., MY, Sup. G 2003), lead counsel— Michacl Huberts
und Jerry Krlstal, The plaintill, whe developod
wesothelioma while working as 4 boiler maker, sund
New York's Con Bdisen pawer sumpany and Longe
Island’s now-delunet Long 1sland Lighting Ca. The jury
awartderl hing §47 million.

B Browe o flopepecll Corp. (Now York Co,, NY.,
aup, Ol 2002), lead counsel -Michael Rolecls el
Jorey Kristal, The plainbilT died from cancer linked 1o
#shesias he was exposed to while working Jor an
ubemative bridke manafaclurer. The jury avaedid him
$53.5 million. ]

B Williums o A and 5 fec, (New York Co. Sup. Ct,
2001, lead counsel--Roberd, ), Gortlon, The plaintills,
wiho have all dicd, were nine mesotheliama, vietimg,
The roverse-Dilurcated Lriad featured o damages plinse
lellowrd hy o lability apporliomnent phase, Individual
awards, Tssued i July 2007, ranged fromm 372 million
Lo FLE. 18 million, The lotal was $117.67 willion.

Wiggins Childs

Employment lligalion is Ui bread aod blioe of
Wigetises, Chilels, Grinn coed Pantuzis, o Birmingham.
Alr-Trwsesl ey Toemorly koown as Gordon, Sitbermun,
Wiggins and Childs, The frin has tkor on industey
giunls tneluding Winn-Dixio, Krogor, Marek and major
radronds, Thore wore right lawyinrs whon Robort |
Uhilels e, Oobeert L Wiggins Jroand C Michael Quinn
juined in 1985, Tl 19904 baoin helpod it to expand 1o
37 lawyors Ldny. (0 addition Lo eonployuicat
Wiserimination, the lirm specializes o civil dghts and
complox litigalion, -

NOTEWORTHY CASES:

B Hegnoldso Alahema Department of
Trensprrtation (ML, Al 2001}, lead adornoys—
Toberl L, Wigging Jr. and Roberl 1% Childs Jr. The firm
selled a 1a-penr-old racial bias suit aginst Wus
Alutnona Department ol Urnnsporlativa in Seplember
2001 Tor il of 5598 million. The deal included
Lo setllaments: $46 hillion to 2,400 black employres
anth &84 million to oo undeleroinahle pumlper ol
white crmpleyees whea inteevened in the suit wller tie
nriginal liling, Wiggins represenlead lhe black
smployens,

W Moore o Norfolk Sonthern Corp (M, Aby 2000,

| lead wlorneys: —Rubert L. Wiggins Jr and Reberl, 13

Childs Jr. Vicgimia-based Korlalk Sonlhern Cor P
agreed o pay 523 milllon Lo sellle charges of il
L“:-i(:l‘i[[lil]ilLiUl] agilingl 7,700 Dlask emplogens whin
wiere allegedly donicd advancomenl, Nine naned
pluinliils sued Uw railway company in 1993 and the
sull wits vertiliod ws o class action in 1995, Norlulk wlso
agreed to spend anolber $2.6 mililon on i program Lo
recl ils advancemenl procedures,

W n e Murnaged Care Ritigreior (5.0 Fla. MDL-
2000, lead alloroeys—Dennis G. Paonlazis and Brian M
Clarck, Pantazis is w member of e steering commitien
representing 00,000 physiciang in tho multidisteie
litigalion against MMty in fedaral rouel in Minmi.
Hondreds of individual lawsoils are being wdded Lo e
pair in binmi, one et on beball of doctors wned the
other on Irehall of palicnis. Pantazis is handling Lhe
retrinval and production of & to 10 million documents
Larlier this year, the plainlills' lawyers negotinted o
F470 million snilloiment from Acina, the largest [TM
defandunt. M




