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Workers
paid not
to testify

Panel: Pacts bar
NRC testimony

By Robert Buros
Ataocuaied Pregs

WASHINGTON ~ A Senate subcom:
mittee sald yesterday that it had un.
covered al igast 1wo “sijence-for

money” deals in which Texas -

nuclesrplant workers who raised
safety concerns were paid {or agree-
ing not to testify at ficensing hear
ngs.

+he Senate Environment aad Pub
lic Works subcommiltee on nuciear
regulation also is tnvestigating at
ieast one other secret deal belween a
nuclear-planl contracior #nd a5 em-
ployee to determine the frequency
and legatity of such practices, sub-
commitlec sources said,

Sep. John B. Breaux, the subcom
mittee chairman, $a3id such arrange
ments held (rightening implications
for nuciear safety.

“It turns the licensing process into
a sham if witnesses <ab be paid
motey 1o withheld their testimony.”
the Louisiana Democral said.

The panel has scheduled 2 hearing
tomorrow to hear from pantiestoone
of the Texas agrecments and from
Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Chairman Lando W. Zexb Jr. who
wes Dot ipvolved in the deals.
Breaux has criticized Zech and other
NRC commissioners for not oob
demning the desls.

The commission has not comment-
ed publicly on the issue, but in pri-
vate potices to nuclear-plant operae-
tors last week, & said opersiors could
pot make desls with employces that
18 any way restricted their ability 10
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raise safeiy issues with the NRC.

The notice, which also wassent 16 °

nuclear plant vendors, was signed by
Victor Steflo Jr. the commission's
executive director for operations. He
instrucied the companies 10 report
any such restrictions jo the NRC by
July 3.

Subcommiliee SOUICEs, speaking

on condition they not be identified
further, said documents indicated

that Joseph J, Mackial, 3 former sisc

1rical foreman at the

nuctear SLALGN, received $35.000 for
Rimself and his attorneys in a Janu
ary 1987 agreement with the plant’s
yuilder, Brown & Root. The sources
said the deal barred Mackal from
testifying 1o the NRC regarding his
coneerns about plant conditions.

Mackial contends in & .new com
plaint with the Labor Department
that he signed the deal under duress.

Brown & Rool, tn a statement from
its Houston headquerters, said the
payment to Mackial and his attor-
neys was in settlement of an carlier
complaint he made to the Labor De
partment that he was forced 1o quit
because he had guestioned Brown &
Root's quality controls at Comanche
Peak, near Glen Rose

“The payment was meant o limit
jitigation cosis, the company satd.

“The company acknowledged that
the deal provented Mackial from ap-

pearing as 2 witness before the NRC,
bt it said the intent of this provr
sion was to protect the company
{rom “the need to defend against”
his Labor Department complaint in
another forum

it said Macktal had ample opporiv
pity 1o pravide any safety informa.
tion to the NRC before signing the
desi.

Bresux said the Macklat agree
ment came to light after the NRC's
atomic safety and licensing poard
ended its Comanche Peak hearings
in Juiy.

Subcommittee sources said the
panel had documented another case
at Comanche Peak in which a worker
who had raised safety concerns re
cetved S30.000 s part of a deal with
Gibbs & Hifl Inc., & coniractor al the
piant site. They said . the argange
ment yprokibitad the employee, Lor
enzo Polizti. from testifying ‘pefore

© the NRC about safety Jssues. .

" At Gibbé & Hill beadquarters in
Now York, spokeswomen Debta ¥ay
said she was not familiar with the
case. and po compgny Cifictal wes
immediately available 1@ commEnt,

.. The subcomminee also IS Inuesti-
galing & contractor-worker - g6
ment involving ‘the Miljstone pu-
clear power siation in Watenford,
Conn., the sources said No dotalls
woen provided,



