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[CHAPTER 3761 
December 22 1943 

AN ACT 
1s. 15763 To provide for the extension of certain oil and gas leases. 

[Public Law 2121 

B e  i t  enacted b y  the Senate and House of Representatives of the  
Extension of certain United States of A7nelica in Congress assernbzed, That  the first section 

oil and gas leas~s. 
30 U. S. c., SUPP. of the Act of July 29,1942 (56 Stat. 726), entitled "An Act to grant a 

11, 22~b. preference ~ i g h t  to certain oil and gas leases", is hereby amended by 
adding a t  the end thereof the following new sentence: "The term of 
any five-year lease expiring prior to December 31, 1944, maintained in 
accordance with the applicable statutory requirements and regulations 
and for which no preference right to a new lease is granted by this 
section, is hereby extended to December 31, 1944." 

Approved December 22, 1943. 

Withdrawal. 

Appearance. 

[CHAPTER 3771 
AN ACT 

To limit private suits for penalties and damages arising out of frauds 
against the United States. 

B e  it enacted b y  the  Senate and House of Representatives of the  
o T z  United Xtates of America in Congress assembled, That  section 3491 
u. S. of the Revised Statutes (U. S. C., title 31, sec. 232) be, and it hereby 

is, amended to read as follows : 
Jurisdiction Of dis "SEC. 3491 (A).  The several district courts of the United States, the trict courts. 

District Court of the United States for the District of Columbia, the 
several district courts of the Territories of the United States, within 
whose jurisdictional limits the person doing or committing such act 
shall be found, shall wheresoever such act may have been done or 
committed, have full power and jurisdiction to  hear, try, and deter- 
mine such suit. 

Institution of suit. " (B)  Except as hereinafter provided, such suit may be brought and 
carried on by any person, as well for himself as for the United States, 
the same shall be at the sole cost and charge of such person, and shall 
be in the name of the United States, but shall not be withdrawn or 
discontinued without the consent, in writing, of the judge of the court 
and the district attorney, first filed in tho case, setting forth their 
reasons for  such consent. 

Notice to U. S. "(C) Whenever any such suit shall be brought by any person 
under clause (B)  notice of the pendency of such suit shall be g-iven 
to the United States by serving upon the United States attorney for  
the district in which such suit shall have been brou ht a copy of the 
bill of complaint and by sending, by registered ma i t  to the Attorney 
General of the United States at  Washington, District of Columbia, a 
copy of such bill together with a disclosure in writing of substantially 
all evidence and information in  his possession material to the effective 
prosecution of such suit. The United States shall have sixty days, 
after service as above provided, within which to enter appearance in 
such suit. If the United States shall fail, or decline in writing to 
the court, during said period of sixty days to enter any such suit, 
such person may carry on such suit. I f  the United States within 
said period shall enter appearance in such suit the same shall be 
carried on solely by the United States. I n  carrying on such suit the 
United States shall not be bound by any action taken by the person 
who brought it, and may proceed in all respects as if it mere institut- 

Failure or u,. s to ing the suit: Provided, That  if the United States shall fail to carry 
carry on smt with due 
diligence. on such suit with due diligence within a period of six months from 

the date of its appearance therein, or within such additional time 
as the court after notice may allow, such suit may be carried on by 



the person bringing tlie same in accordance with clause (B) above. 
The court slrall hare no jnrisdiction to proceed \Tit11 any such suit 
brought under clause (13) or pentling suit brought untler section 3491 
of tlie Revised Statutes nlieiiever it shall be lilade to a1)pear that snch 
suit 11 :IS basecl up011 evidence or information in the possession of the 
United States, or any agency, officer or employee thereof, at the time 
such suit was brought: Provided, howe~qer, Tha t  no abatement shall 
be 11:1(1 as to a suit pending at the effectire date of this Act if before 
such suit was filetl such per\on hacl in his I~ossession and voluntarily 
disclosed to  the Attorney General substantial evidence and informa- 
tion x~llich was not theretofore in the possession of the Departnlerit 
of Justice. 

"(D) 111 any suit whetlier or not on appeal pending at the effective 
date of this Act brought under Revised Statutes. section 3491, the 
court in \\-hicli such suit is pending sliall stay all further proceedings, 
and shall fortllr~iti l  cause written notice, by registered mail, to  be given 
the Attorney General that such suit is pentling. and the Attorney 
General shall liave sixty d a ~ s  from the date of sttch notice to appear 
and c:lrry on sucll suit in accord:~nce ~ i t h  clause (C). 

"(E) (1) I n  an), sucli suit. if c:~i~riecl 011 by the United States as 
herein provided. the conrt may aua1.d to the person who brought 
such suit, out of the pi-oceeds of sucli suit or any settleillent of ally 
claim involved therein, which shall be collected, an arriount whicli 
in the judgment of the court is fa ir  ant1 reasonable compensation to 
such person for tlisclosure of the information or evidence not in the 
possession of the Vnited States when such suit was brought. Any 
such award shall in no event exceed one-tenth of the proceeds of such 
suit or any settlelnent thereof. 

"(2) I n  any such w i t   lien not carried on by the United States as 
herein proviclrd, whethcr heretofore or hereafter brought. the court 
may award to tlie person ~vllo brought sllcli suit ancl prosecuted it to 
fin:11 jutlgnleiit, or to settlement. as p ro~ ided  in c1:luse (B), out of the 
proceeds of such suit or :lny settleiiient of any clain~ involved tlierein, 
which shall be collected. :11i amount, not in excess of one-fourth of the 
proceeds of ~uc l i  suit or any settlement thereof, ~ ~ h i c h  in tlie judgment 
of tlie court is fa ir  ant1 reasonable conlpensation to such person for  
the collection of any forfeiture and danlages; and such person shall be 
entitlecl to receive to his ow11 use sac11 reasonable expenses as the 
court shall fintl to  have been necess:l~.ily incurred and all costs the 
court may award agninst the defenclant. to be :illowed and taxed accord- 
ing to any prorisioii of la\\ or rule of conrt in force, or that shall be in 
force in suits between private parties in snit1 conrt : P,.nvided, Tha t  
such person shall be li:!ble for all costs incurt.ed by l~irri'ielf in such case 
and shall have no c1:tlm therefor on the United State+." 

SEC. 2. Section 3403 of the Revised Statutes (U. S. C., title 31, see. 
234) is hereby repealecl. 

Approved December 23, 1943. 

[CHAPTER 3781 

To amend the Coast Guard Auxiliary and Reserve Act  of 1941, as anlendcd. 

Be i t  enacted by the Xe71clt~ and Bozlse of R~p~ses~ntn t ives  of the 
United 8tate.c of America i n  Congress crs8e~n blcd, That tlie Coast 
Guard Auxili:\ry and Reserve Act of 1941, as amended, is hereby 
f l~ r the r  anlentled :IS f o l l o ~ ~ s  : 

Strike out section 402 and sitbstitute therefor the f o l l o ~ i n g :  
"SEC. 402. Members of tlie Wonlen's Reserve may be commissioned 

or  enlisted in such appropriate ranks and ratings, not above the 

Suits hased on evi- 
denrc etc.. in posses- 
sion & U. Y. 

Konsbatement of 
certain pending suits. 

Stay of further pro- 
c~tcdings. 

Sotice to Attorney 
(:~neral. 

Award if suit car- 
ried on by V .  S. 

Award when suit 
not carried on by 
U. s. 

Expenses and costs. 

December 23, 1943 
[HLR. 16161 -- -- 

[Pnhlic Law 2141 

Coast Ouard AUX- 
lliary and Reerrve 
.4ct of 1941, amcnd- 

56 Stat. 1020. 
14 CT. S. C . ,  Sopp. 

11, 8 382. 
Ranks and ratings 

111 \Vonlm's Rescrve. 


