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1 See References in Text note below. 

(Added Pub. L. 100–690, title VI, § 6185(c), Nov. 18, 
1988, 102 Stat. 4355; amended Pub. L. 102–550, title 
XV, §§ 1514, 1562, Oct. 28, 1992, 106 Stat. 4058, 4072; 
Pub. L. 107–56, title III, §§ 353(d), 365(c)(2)(B), Oct. 
26, 2001, 115 Stat. 323, 335.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Section 3(c) of the Federal Deposit Insurance Act, re-

ferred to in subsec. (b)(1), is classified to section 1813(c) 

of Title 12, Banks and Banking. 

CODIFICATION 

Another section 365(c) of Pub. L. 107–56 amended the 

table of sections at the beginning of this chapter. 

AMENDMENTS 

2001—Subsec.(a). Pub. L. 107–56, § 365(c)(2)(B), inserted 

‘‘or nonfinancial trade or business’’ after ‘‘financial in-

stitution’’ and ‘‘or nonfinancial trades or businesses’’ 

for ‘‘financial institutions’’ in introductory provisions. 
Subsec. (a)(1)(A). Pub. L. 107–56, § 365(c)(2)(B)(i), in-

serted ‘‘or nonfinancial trade or business’’ after ‘‘finan-

cial institution’’. 
Subsec. (b)(1)(A). Pub. L. 107–56, § 365(c)(2)(B)(i), in-

serted ‘‘or nonfinancial trade or business’’ after ‘‘finan-

cial institution’’ wherever appearing. 
Subsec. (b)(1)(B). Pub. L. 107–56, § 365(c)(2)(B)(i), in-

serted ‘‘or nonfinancial trade or business’’ after ‘‘finan-

cial institution’’. 
Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 107–56, § 365(c)(2)(B)(i), inserted 

‘‘or nonfinancial trade or business’’ after ‘‘financial in-

stitution’’ in two places. 
Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 107–56, § 353(d), substituted ‘‘more 

than 180 days’’ for ‘‘more than 60 days’’. 
1992—Subsecs. (b) to (d). Pub. L. 102–550 added sub-

secs. (b) and (c) and redesignated former subsec. (b) as 

(d). 

TERMINATION DATE OF 2001 AMENDMENT 

Amendments by title III of Pub. L. 107–56 to termi-

nate effective on and after the first day of fiscal year 

2005 if Congress enacts a joint resolution that such 

amendments no longer have the force of law, see sec-

tion 303 of Pub. L. 107–56, set out as a Four-Year Con-

gressional Review; Expedited Consideration note under 

section 5311 of this title. 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in sections 310, 5318A, 5324 

of this title. 

[§ 5327. Repealed. Pub. L. 104–208, div. A, title II, 
§ 2223(1), Sept. 30, 1996, 110 Stat. 3009–415] 

Section, added Pub. L. 102–550, title XV, § 1511(a), Oct. 

28, 1992, 106 Stat. 4056, required Secretary to prescribe 

regulations requiring depository institutions to iden-

tify and report on financial institution customers. 

§ 5328. Whistleblower protections 

(a) PROHIBITION AGAINST DISCRIMINATION.—No 
financial institution or nonfinancial trade or 
business may discharge or otherwise discrimi-
nate against any employee with respect to com-
pensation, terms, conditions, or privileges of 
employment because the employee (or any per-
son acting pursuant to the request of the em-
ployee) provided information to the Secretary of 
the Treasury, the Attorney General, or any Fed-
eral supervisory agency regarding a possible vio-
lation of any provision of this subchapter or sec-
tion 1956, 1957, or 1960 of title 18, or any regula-
tion under any such provision, by the financial 
institution or nonfinancial trade or business or 
any director, officer, or employee of the finan-
cial institution or nonfinancial trade or busi-
ness. 

(b) ENFORCEMENT.—Any employee or former 
employee who believes that such employee has 
been discharged or discriminated against in vio-
lation of subsection (a) may file a civil action in 
the appropriate United States district court be-
fore the end of the 2-year period beginning on 
the date of such discharge or discrimination. 

(c) REMEDIES.—If the district court determines 
that a violation has occurred, the court may 
order the financial institution or nonfinancial 
trade or business which committed the violation 
to—

(1) reinstate the employee to the employee’s 
former position; 

(2) pay compensatory damages; or 
(3) take other appropriate actions to remedy 

any past discrimination.

(d) LIMITATION.—The protections of this sec-
tion shall not apply to any employee who—

(1) deliberately causes or participates in the 
alleged violation of law or regulation; or 

(2) knowingly or recklessly provides sub-
stantially false information to the Secretary, 
the Attorney General, or any Federal super-
visory agency.

(e) COORDINATION WITH OTHER PROVISIONS OF 
LAW.—This section shall not apply with respect 
to any financial institution or nonfinancial 
trade or business which is subject to section 33 
of the Federal Deposit Insurance Act, section 213 
of the Federal Credit Union Act, or section 
21A(q) of the Home Owners’ Loan Act 1 (as added 
by section 251(c) of the Federal Deposit Insur-
ance Corporation Improvement Act of 1991). 

(Added Pub. L. 102–550, title XV, § 1563(a), Oct. 28, 
1992, 106 Stat. 4072; amended Pub. L. 107–56, title 
III, § 365(c)(2)(B)(i), Oct. 26, 2001, 115 Stat. 335.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Section 33 of the Federal Deposit Insurance Act, re-

ferred to in subsec. (e), is classified to section 1831j of 

Title 12, Banks and Banking. 
Section 213 of the Federal Credit Union Act, referred 

to in subsec. (e), is classified to section 1790b of Title 12. 
Section 21A(q) of the Home Owners’ Loan Act, re-

ferred to in subsec. (e), probably means section 21A(q) 

of the Federal Home Loan Bank Act, which is classified 

to section 1441a(q) of Title 12. 

CODIFICATION 

Another section 365(c) of Pub. L. 107–56 amended the 

table of sections at the beginning of this chapter. 

AMENDMENTS 

2001—Subsecs. (a), (c), (e). Pub. L. 107–56 inserted ‘‘or 

nonfinancial trade or business’’ after ‘‘financial insti-

tution’’ wherever appearing. 

TERMINATION DATE OF 2001 AMENDMENT 

Amendments by title III of Pub. L. 107–56 to termi-

nate effective on and after the first day of fiscal year 

2005 if Congress enacts a joint resolution that such 

amendments no longer have the force of law, see sec-

tion 303 of Pub. L. 107–56, set out as a Four-Year Con-

gressional Review; Expedited Consideration note under 

section 5311 of this title. 

§ 5329. Staff commentaries 

The Secretary shall—
(1) publish all written rulings interpreting 

this subchapter; and 
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