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TAMPA ~ The FBi notified local
prosecutors of possible probiems In
felony cases as early as 1998,

By LYDA LONGA
of The Tempa Tribune

Verdicts in 26 major criminal cases
ins Hillsborough County may have been
tainted by FEI lab workers who were
tmplicated i an 18-month federal inves-
tigation that uncovered flawed scientific
work and inaccurate trial testimony.

The Hillshorough County State At
tormey’s Office has determined that con
victions in at teast three of the 20 cases
were influenced by the testimeny or lab
results presented by the FBI techni-
cians or by both.

The other 17 cases, including those
of serial kilier Bobby Joe Long and hate
erime victim Christopher Wilsen, have
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yet to be reviewed by local prosecutors
ever though the FBI first alerted them
to potential problems in 1998,

The .8, Justice Department's Office
of the Inspector General completed an
imvestigation of the FB crime lab in
April 1997 after a whistleblower alleged
wrangdoing by a handful of the lab's
technicians, investigators discovered a
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FBI lab jeopardizes local cases
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= Were Florida
cases tainted?
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stew of mistakes at the Washing-
ton, D.C., Iab that affected such -
cases as the Okiahoma City bomb-
ing, the World Trade Center bomb-
ing in New York and the mail-
bomb murder of federal Judge
Robert Vance.

All told, 50 or more cases were
identified, including the 20 in Hills-
boroagh County.

Although the inspector gener-
aP's investigation concluded that,
so far, no defendants have been ex-
cnerated by the Iab’s errors, the
Justice Department has advised

prosecutors across the country to

examine their cases and advise de-
fendants about potential problems.

The Justice Department frst
notified the Hilisborough County
State Attormey’s Office of potential
problems in 1998. The FBI's Labo-
ratory Task Force, formed to fervet
out errors from the faully scientific
wark, sent prosectitors a list of
guestionzble cases and the names
of the FBI technicians who had
workes} on them. :

“Fhe four technicians, Michael
Malone, Rogeer Martz, Lynn -
Lasswell and Robert Webb, |
worked in various units including
explosives, malerials, and chemis-
try and toxicology. They bave
since been disciplined and trans-
ferred to other divisions or have re-
signed.

Malone, who worked on at least
15 of the 20 Hilishorough cases, in-
cluding the three that have been
reviewed, consistently failed to
provide adequate documentation
showing the results of his tests, ne-
glected to do some tests, and faled
to report the presence of specific
pieces of evidence in some cases,
according to FBI fies.

In each of the three cases re-
viewed, all murder convictions,
prosecutors confirmed that Ma-
lone’s “lab work was material to
the verdicts.”

In one instance, the 1991 mur-
der conviction of Felix Cruz Tor-
res, Assistant State Attorney Dean
Tsourakis wrote: “In my opinion,
his {Malone’s] work was the pri-
mary factor in our presentation.”

. Prosecutors have notified Tor-
res and defendants in the other
two reviewed cases that there may
have been errors in their trials.

So far there has been no re-
sponse from Torres or the other
convicted defendants, Robert A
drew Milford and Brett Bogle.

The state attorney’s office has
been slow to investigate the 17
oiher convictions, which include
murder, attempted murder, kid-
tapping and rape.

1n 2 March 1999 letter to Assis-

- tant State Attorney Shirdey Long, a

prosecutor assigned to the FBT's
task force suggested that prosecu-
tors review is cases for “material-
ity,” meaning whether the lab
workers testitony and evidence
was crucial to the verdicts, FBl at-
torney Amy Jabloner urged Jocal

) prosecum to place priority on re-

viewing the murder cases of serial
killer Long and hired hit man Mi-
chaei Mordenti.

Mordenti was charged with the
1989 murder of Thelma Royston
and sentenced to death in 1991.

Iabloner’s jetter stated that the
FBPs task force had received infor-
mation that Malene’s festimony in
the Mordenti case “regarded in-
conclusive iab results.” For exam-
ple, one zb test indicated that
hairs found on Royston's body did
not match hairs taken from Mor-
dent.

It is not clear how Malane s
work muy have affected Long’s
case.
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QGary Alan: Bernard: Charged with first-degree mur-
der, then convicted of jesser charge of second-
degree murder by jury in 1994, Sentenced to 40
years in prison.

Brett Bogle: Convicted ih February 1993 of first
degree murder in the death of of his former gid-
friend’s sister. Sentenced to death.

{salah Grady: Convicted in 1890 of rape and mutti-
ple counts of kidnapping, robbery and arfned bur-
glary. Sentenced 1o 50 years plus _ﬁve tife terms.

pewayne Royce Mclandon: Charged with attempt-
ed first-degree murder, involuntary sexual battery,
aggravated battery and false imprisohment in
1684, Found guilty and sentenced 10 prisof: terms
of 25 and 33 years. :

Robert Andrew Mitford: Convicted of murder in
May 1932 in the stabbing death of an elderly
valrico woman, Sentenced to life without the pos-
sibiility of parole for 25 years pius additionat ser
tencing for other crimes.

James Mathew Mikrut: Convicted of first-degree
murder in 1992, Sentenced {o life in prison with-
out possibility of parole for 25 years.

Michae! Mordenti; Convicted in 1991 of first-
degree rurder and conspiracy to comemit murder
in the 1989 contract killing of Odessa horse famm
cwner Thelima Royston. Sentenced to death.

inaccurate testimony given by FBl technicians.

Cases recommended for review

Here are some of the Cases that the Department of justice has advised Hiflsborough County
prosecutors to review for potential probiems rel

: Walter Piigrim: Cotwicted first-degree murder,
i arson and robbery in 1589, Sentenced fo fe in’
; prson, plus 12 years,

Reese: Convicted in 1883 of second-
degree murder, kKidrapping and robbery in the rob-
} bery and killing of Tampa Bay Vocationad High
: School teacher Sotomon Jackson in 1982,

-
-

| conspifing to have her husband killed in 1988.
i Sentenced to 10 years in prison.

ated to flawed FB] laboratory work of

T Miguel Segarra
! was convicted in 1988 of rotbery, first-degree

: murder and attempted first-degree murder.

} Sentenced to eight life sentences. Strange, his

: accomplice, was sentenced 10 50 years ip prisen
! inaplea bargain.

Claybom Shépard: Pleaded guilty in 1986 to two
i rapes. Sentenced to 12 years.

; Fellx Cruz Torres: The former commmander of @

! Veterans of Foreign Wars post, Torres was convict:
i ed in October 1991 of seconddegree murder of

. the chub's bartender.:Sentenced to 17 years in

i prison.

and Shawn Eart Strange: Segarra

Boity Jean Wihson: Pieaded no contest in 1950 to

— Cornpiied by Tribune researchers
Diane Grey and Buddy Jaudon

‘The urgency placed on the
Loog and Mordenti cases by the
FRI did not elicit any action from
the state attorney’s office.

In fact, former State Attorney
Harry Lee Coe 11T responded that
his prosecutors were overworked
and could not review the remain-
ing cases. He also said most of the
prosecutors who tried the cases
had left the office. He instead in-

vited the FBI to review the cases.

Coe committed suicide in July
amid allegrations that he had a

gambling problem and had bor-
rowed thousands of dolars from
two of his employees.

Meanwhile, the FBI may act on
Coe's invitation,

In July, Jabloner wrote Assis-
tant State Attorney Sharon Vollrath
informing her that the FBI might
come in and review the cases if
prosecutors didn't in the following
few weeks,

“Given the severity of the 17
cases from Hillshorough County
awaiting maateriality reviews, the

task force will arrange for indepen-
dent scientific reviews of these
cases if your office does not make
any materiality determinations
within the next few weeks,”
labloner wrote.




