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FBI lab jeopardizes local ~ases
TAMPA - The FBI notified local
prosecutors of possible problems in
felony cases as early as 1998.

By L YOA LONGA

of The Timpa Tribune

Verdicts in 20 major criinal cases
in Hilsborough County may have been
tainted by FBI lab workers who were
implicated in an IS-month federal inves-
tigation that uncovered flawed scientic
work and inaccurate tral testimony.

The Hillsborough County State At.
tomey's Offce has deterined that con.
victions in at least three of the 20 cases
were infuenced by the testimony or lab
results presented by the FBI techni.
cians or by both.

The other 17 cases, including those
of serial killer Bobby Joe Long and hate
crie victi Christopher Wilson, have

On TBO.com

Under What's New.at TBO, click on the
FBI Laboratory link for a ~Ideo clip of
the Christopher Wilson trIal and links.
to the lab's home page, historical time-
line and a Department o~ Justice
Special Report on probie(ns at the lab.

yet to be reviewed by local prosecutors
even though the FBI first alerted them
to potential problems in 1998.

The U.S. Justice Deparent's Offce
of the Inspector General completed an
investigation of the FBI crime lab in
April 1997 afer a whist1eblower alleged

wrongdoing by a handfl of the lab's
technicians. Investigators discovered a

See FBI, Page 6 ~

2 hig-profile cases to be reviewed

Robert
Joe Long

con.
fessed to
killing
nine
women,
mostly
prosti-
tutes,
and to
commit.

tlng at least 100 rapes.
Convicted in 1994 of two
murders and sentenced to

two terms of death and more
than 30 terms of life In
prison for other convictions.
OTHER CASES,

THIS SECTION-ß

Kohut Rourk Pellett
In 1993, Mark A. Kohut, Charles P. Rourk and Jeffrey R.
Pellett were sent to prison in the burning of New York tourist
Christopher Wilson. Kohut and Rourk were convicted of
attempted first.(egree murder and sentenced to life in
prison. Pellett pleaded guilty to charges of being an acces-
sory afte'r the fact and was sentenced to 22 months In state
prison and 6l¡2 years In federal prison on other charges.
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caes tated?
~ Fro Pae 1

slew of mistaes at the Waslug-
ton, D.C., la that afeced such /
ca as the ,Okloma City bomb-

mg, the Wond T~e Cenrer bomb-
mg in New York and the ma
bomb murer of federa Judge
Robe Vance.

Al told, 50 or more ca were
idened, inludi the 20 in His-

boroOR County.

Although the insper gener-

als investion concluded tht,

so fa, no deenda have ben ex-
onerte by the la's errrs, the
Justce Depent has advse
prsetors acss the countr to
exe their ca and adse de-
fedats abut porenti problems.

The Justi Depent fi
notied the Hiborough County
St Atrneys Ofce of poteti
problems in 1998. The FBls I.

raiyTask Force, fonned to ferret
out erors frm the faulty scentic
wo set prsers a li of
quesonable ca and the naes
of th FBI tecis who had
worked on them.

The four tecis, Michal

Mane. Roge Mar Lyn
Lael and Robert Webb,

worked in vaous un includig

exlosives, materis, and chemis-

tr and toxicology. They have

since ben discplied and trs-

ferr to other divisions or have re-

siged.

Malone, who worked on at least
15 of the 20 Hisborough cases, in-

cludi the thee tht have ben
reviewed, consisrentl faed to

provide adequare docentation
showi the results of ils rests, ne-
glec to do some tets, and faed

to report the presence of spec
pieces of evidence in some cases,
accordi to FBI fies.

. In eah of the thee ca re-
viewed, al murer convictons,
prosetors confed tht Ma-

lone's "lab work wa mate to
the' verdict."

In one instace, the 1991 mur-

der convicton of Feli Cru Tor-
res, Asistat State Atorney Dean
Tsours wrote: "In my opinon,
ils (Malone's) work wa the pri
ma .factr in óur prentation."

Prtors have notied Tor-

res and defendants in the othèr
two reviewed ca tht there may

have ben errors in their trs.

So fa there ha be no re-
sponse frm Tor or the other
convict defendats, Robert An

drew Mior and Brett Bogle
The stre attrneysoflce has

ben slow to ine the 17
other convictons, wruch include
murer, attmpte murder, kid-
nappmg and rape.

In a March 199 lett to Asis-

. tat Stre Atorney Shiey Long, a
prosetor asiged to the FBls
tak force suggeste that prose-
tors reew its ca for "mareri
ity," mea whether the lab

worker teony and evdence

wa crci to the verdct. FBI at.
torney Amy Jabloner urged loc

. prosetors to pla pnonty on re
viewi the murer ca of seri
kier Long and hi rut ma Mi
chael Mordenti

Mordenti wa charged with the
1989 murder ofThe1m Royston
and sentenced to death in 199I.

Jablonets lettr state that the

FBI's task force had received ÌIor-
mation tht Malone's tetiony in

the Mordenti ca "regded in-

conclusive lab results." For ex-
ple, one lab rest indicate that
hai found on Royston's boy did

not match ha taen from Mor-
denti

It is not clear how Malone's
work may have afeced Long's

ca.
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Cases recommended for review
Here are some of the cases that the Department of Justice has advised Hilsborough County
prosecutors to review for potential problems related to flawed FBI laboratory work or

inaccurate testimony given by FBI technicians.

Bernrd . Gra Mordnt

Gary Al Bema Charged with first-oegree mur-
der, thn convicted of lesser charge of second-

degree murder by jury in 1994. Sentenced to 40
years in prison.

Br Bò: Convicted ih rebruary 199 of first.
degree murder in the death of of his former girt-
frend's sister. Sentenc to death.

is Gr Convicted in 1990 of rape and mult
ple counts of kidnapping, robbery and armed bur-

glary. Serienc to 50 years plus fie life terms.

Dewayn Royce Mclend: Charged wit atempt-
ed firs-oegree murder, inoluntary sexual battery,
agravated battery and false imprisonment in
1984. Found guilt and sentenced to prison terms
of 25 and 33 years.

Robrt Anw Mil: Convicted of murder in
May 1992 in th stbbing death of an elderl
valrico woman. Sentenced to life witout the pos-
sibilit of parole for 25 years plus additional sen-
tencing for oter crimes.

Jam Ma Mikr: Convicted of first-oegree
murder in 1992. Sentenced to life in prison with
out possibilty of parole for 25 years.

Mic Mor: Convicted in 1991 of first-
degree murder and conspira to commit murder

in th 1989 contr killng of Odessa horse farm

owner Thlma Royston. Sentenced to death.

Pllgr Se
Waler Pilgrm: Convicted first-oegree murder,
arson and robbery in 1989. Sentenced to life in

prson, plus 12 years.

An Re: Conviced in 1983 of second-
de mur, kidning and robry in the roo
bery and kiling of Tampa Bay Voconal High
Scool teacr Solomn Jackson in 1982.

MI Se an Sh Ea Stre: Segarra
was conved in 1988 of robbery, first-oegre
murder and attempted first-oegree murder.
Sentence to eight life sentences. Strnge, his
acomplice, was sentenced to 50 years in prison
in a plea bargain.

Clayb Sh: Plead guilty in 1986 to two
rapes, Sentenced to 12 years.

fe Cn Tor: Th former commander of a
Veterans of Foreign Wars post. Torres was convict-
ed in Ocobr 1991 of seond-gree murder of
the club's bartender5Sentenced to 17 years in
prison.

Bett Je WU: Pleaed no contest 
in 1990 to

conspiring to have her husband kiled in 1988,
Sentenced to 10 years in prson.

_ Compiled by Tribune researcrs

Diane Grey and Buddy Jaudon

The urgency placed on the
Long and Mordenti cas by the

FBI did not elicit any action from
the state attrneys offce.

In fact fonner State Attorney
Har Lee Coe il responded that
IDS prosetors were overworked

and could not review the remai-
ing cases. He also sad most of the
prosectors who tred the cases
had left the offce. He instead in-
vited the FBI to review the cases.

Coe commtted suicide in July
amd alegations that he had a

tak force wi arge for indepen-

dent scentic reviews of these

cas if your offce does not mae
any materity determations

with the next few weeks,"

Jabloner wrote.

gamblig problem and had bor-
rowed thousads of doll from

two of IDS employees.

Meanwhie, the FBI may act on
Coe's invitation.

In July, Jabloner wrote Assis-

tat State Attorney Shaon Vollth
inormg her that the FBI might
come in and review the caSes if
prosectors didn't in the followig
few weeks.

"Given the severity of the 17
cases from Hisborough County
awaitig materialty reviews, the


