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on the matter. After the press frenzy that
accompanied repords early last year about
Whitehurst's aliegations, defense attor-
neys filed motions to overturn verdicts in
some 20 cases invelving potentially taint-
ed FBI labk work, according 1o a }ustice
spokesman, who says at least five of these
have already been thrown out of court.
Indeed, Justice officials are proud to note
that nio conviction has been overjurned as
a result of the FBI lab’s problems-
though this could, of course, be due to the
fact that the DOIJ task force is far from
done with its review.

ASCLD LAB CERTIFICATION

But while O] respends to criticism
from defense lawyers over the FBI lab, it s
also trying 1o rebuild the lab's furare credi-
bility. The bid for approval by the American
Society of Crime Laboratory Directors
Laboratory Accreditation Board (ASCLD
1.AB} is the latest step in that process—one
that FBI Director Louis Freeh has wanted 1o
rake since 1994,

Leading the effort for Freeh is Donald
Ketr, a new assistant FBI director who took
office last October as head of the lab. Kerr
says Freeh applied for the accreditation last
December, But first, Kerr says, “we had to
be sure that we satisfied ali of the ASCLD
standards.”” Kerr says this involved such
matlers as knproving staff wraining and pro-
fictenicy testing, as well as ensuring that lab
examiners’ gualifications werg properly
documented.

The lab has also beefed up measures to

ensure that the chain of cus-
tedy is maintained for evi-
dence and to see that equip-
ment is properly cleaned be-
tween Lests 10 avoid contam-
inating evidence.

Kerr alse noted that, from
what he has heard, some of
the 13 examiners whose work
was criticized may scon be
cieared of any wroagdoing.
Thas, Kerr says that, like
everyone ¢ise, the examiners
should “enjoy the presump-
tion of innocence -—and
some judgement should per-
haps be reserved on whether
these examiners really fouled
any criminal cases.

For now, Kerr says the
LAB seal of approval will
boost the credibility of his
people when they testify in
coutt.

{.eading the inspection,
which begins May 27, will be
Michael Galtoe, a director of
the Illiacis State Police
Crime Laboratery in Spring-
field, 1., Kerr says.

Kerr says Galco's team
witl comprise crime lab
experts from around the
country, with about 10 of
them coming this week and more joining
next week 1o bring the total number of
forensics experts involved 10 some 28, Kerr
says they'll be able 1o ask any question and
se¢ any documeni regarding closed cases,
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with open ones going undisturbed under
ASCLD LLAB mies.

Jo Ann Given, who chairs the ASCLD
LAB, says, "it's always good” 1o have out-
side experts review & lab’s operations. ~It’s

Embattled Lab to Undergo New Scrutiny

always good to have peer review. That's a
basic part of our program and a basic pan
of forensic science.”

Given dectines comment on specifics of
the FBI's accreditation inspection, noting
that a confidentiality agreement bars her
and other ASCLD LARB officials from com-
menting on a lab’s application.

But Given, whe is the Director of the
Naval Criminal Investigative Service
Laboratery in Norfoik, Va., cautions that itis
common for the first LAB evaluation of a
crime laboratory to find a facility unquali-
fied for accreditation. An initial inspection
can lead 1o suggestions for further improve-
ments, then another inspection before
accreditation is ultimately granted. Accred-
itation decisions are made when a 19-mem-
ber board evaluates the report of the team i
sends o inspect a lah.

If the FBI lab is accredited, it will join
about 152 crime Isboratories across the
country and 15 abroad in formally meet.
ing LAB standards. But it will be one of
just a handful of federal facilities with that
distinction.

The others include Given’s Navy lab,
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms
facilities that Given says have been accred-
ited since at least 1995, and Drug
Enforcement Administration labs that have
been accredited for years.

DEA, a branch of the Justice Depart-
ment, first shepherded its lab through the
accrediation process in 1994, says Special
Agent Van Quarles, a DEA spokesman.
DEA officials, Quarles says, “iust see it as
the wave of the future, that it's better to be
centified.” ]




