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FBI Scientist Suggests Possibility of Contaminated Bombing Evidence
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DENVR, May 27 -An FBI scien-
tist whos intern crtisms led to a
scthg offci indictent of the agen-

cy's cre laboratory suggested tody

tht key pie of evidence in th gov-

ernent's case agat Okloma City
bombing defendant Timothy J.
McVeigh may have ben compromise
by sloppy procedures at the lab.

But Frederi Whtehurt, who for-
merly served as the supervry spe
agent in the exlosive materis setion
of the FBI lab, conceed durig a tena-
cious cross-examination by federal
prosecutors that he had no direct
knowledge tht evidence contation

occued in the case. '1 have no knowl-
edge of any act contation of any

evidence in th case," Whehurst told
the seven-ma, fie-woma ju.

Whtehurt. whos crticis of the
lab were paia vidicated by the
figs of a Justice Depaent in-
spector general's investigation last
month, sad he wa extemely skeptica
tht anolÚum IÚtrte fertr cr-
ta alegedy divered embeed in
a sma piece of the Ryder bomb trck
could have surved a heavy rastorm
tht soaked the cre scene on th day

of the explosion.
TIt piece of evidence, known as Q-

507, is crtica to the governnt's
contention tht a 4,OOpoun bomb,
made of anOlUum lUtrte fertr
and fuel oil, was packed in the Ryder
trck by McVeigh and then us to
blow up the Al P. Mur Federa
Buidig on Apri 19, 1995, kig 168
people and injuring hundreds more.
McVeigh, who has pleaded not guty,
faces the death penaty if convicted of
th crie.

"There's some data miing tht I

fid an elÚgm," Whtehurt sad. '1
just don't know how amlUum lUtrte
crstas could surve tht ratorm."

Whtehurst also testi tht a fel-

low lab worker told hi the crci

piece of the Ryder truck had ben
tured in to the agency by someone

not conneced to any law enforcement
agency. '1 rase an issue with identif-

ing that piece as actuay being from
the Ryder truck," sad Whtehurst, but
he was told by fellow crie lab worker
Dave Wilams "it was a moot point be-
cause a civian brought it in and we
would have a problem with the chai of

custody. so we were not going to use
tht." Williams told the jury this morn-

ing he did not recall such a convers-

whist1eblower also sad that he con-

ducted a contation study at the lab
in May 1995 and found four or fie
place contated with "orgac ex-
ploses." Thre were numerous ways

in whh th lab could bee cota-
nated, Whtehurt sad, inludig by
personnel retug to the lab from the
FBI bombing rage withut undergo-

ing decontamiation procedures, by

outsiders trooing though the lab on
sp tour and from a cat in the
lab tht wa never, to his knowledge,

cleed.
Th integrty of the FBI lab is an im-

portt issue in the case beuse the
cre lab found the crstas on the Ry-

der trk pael as well as trace of

PETN, a compound use in detonator
cord, on je and two shi worn by
McVeigh when he was arested about
80 miutes afer the exloson.

An 18-month investigation of the
FBI lab by the Justice Depant in-
speor genera's offce release last
month concluded tht an FBI sp
agent who worked on the bombing

ca report "repetedy reached con-

clusons tht incrted the defen-
dats without a scenti basis." But

the probe al hay crticiz Whte-
hurt, acc hi of mag "over-
stated and incendiary" allegations
about the cr lab's integrty and rec-
ommended he be trsferred. Whte-

hurt has ben on admstrtie leave

with pay wh th FBI deces what
fuer acton to tae.

Whtehurt's testimny tody repre-
sented the most powerf blow strck
against the government's case by

McVeigh's lawyers sice they bega

their defens in federal cour here last
week. But prosecutors, on cross-
exation. launched a fuous attck

on Whtehurst's testiony and wht
they portyed as inconstencies with
previous statements.

Prosecutor Beth Wilkinson got

Whtehurst to acknowledge tht he had
chaged his opinon of the abilti of

the FBI employee who recived th

bombing case evidence; tht he on

descbe the work of FBI chemt Ste-
ven Buneister-who discvered the
fertr crstas in the Ryder trck
piece-as "brit"; tht he had not

questioned the surva of the crta

at the tie; and tht he had not foun

any contaation in the later investi-
gation on the work beches us by ei-
ther Buneister or Ron KeUy, th FBI

employee who received the evide
when it arved at the lab.

But Whtehurt stuck to hi c0
sion tht at the tie the lab was pro-

cesing evidence from the Okl
City bombing scene it was inpp
ately casual about guardig against
contation.

"I've had a concern abo th ch
of custody ever since I got in th lab,"

he testied. Wlf we're procg ev
dence and we're contaminated our-
selves. then we don't know whethr
our fidig of explosves resdue on

materi is the result of ou conta
natig the materi ourselves or of ex-

plosive residue being on the materi
before it got to us."

Also tody, U.S. Distrct Judge Rich-

ard P. Matsch refuse to alow the tes

tiony of a Tul woma who wa a
pad inonner for the federa Bureau of
Alcohol, Tobacco and Firea. She

reportedy sad afer the bombing tht

she knew in advance other peple were
plag to bomb federa buidigs in
Oklahoma. That decision effectively
bars McVeigh's attorneys from pre-
sentig unproven conspircy theories

to the ju.
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