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AT THE FBI
Series of problems is a sign something's wrong

What's wrng at the FBI?
ie's a question tht taes on new urency in

the ~wake of a scathg report on an l8-month
invèstigation of the buru's crie laborato-
ries. - probably sti the world's premier ines-
tigaton agency.

It's to soon to know exacty what impact the
repert wil have on cries prosecuted under
forensic evdence provided by the labs. Of par-
ticular concern ar some high-profùe cases,

sucD as the Februar 1993 World Trde Center
bombing and the Apri 1995 Oklahoma City fed-
era buidig bombing.

Tne goods news is that the report outles
some changes in policies and procedurs to
corrct the serious problems. Alo, the burau
is workig quickly to corrct the problems,

ru an outside scientit to head the labs and

resfore confdence.
FBI Deputy Dirtor Wilam Esposito sad

the' agencys las have a sta of about 600 and

pertorm more than 600,000 exaations each
year in cri caes. .

D9nald Clar FBI special agent in chae
of the Houston region, pointed out th week
that there ar 35 unts in the labs, but only

t. were found to have problems, and the
invèstigation found no systemic contaation
of eVdence, no perjur and no taperig with
evidence.
But whie the las contrvers should not be

overblown, when taen as one in a series of
events it prompts serious questions about

where the FBI is headed.
Other examples include: the Travelgate

scandal; the release of sensitive FBI back-
grund fies to operatives in the Cliton Whte
House; congrssional criticism in connecon
with a botched FBI intervew with a supe
in the Olympic Par bombing in Atlta.

The issue IS not the goo intentions or integ-
rity of the vast majority of the agents and la
personnel of the FBI, but rather what cutu
or institutional dyfuctions ar present in the
agency that lead to such contiuig problems.
One of the most distuing alegations ha

been that lab personnel may have sta with
a premise and then tested the forensic ev-
dence to prove out that premise insted of
dealg with the evidence on a purly scientic
basis and lettg it present the conclusions.

Some ar advoctig that there be more se_
ration between the laboratories and the ines-
tigations ars of the burau, and that is a pro .
posal that should be seriously considere.

Although FBI Director Louis Freeh took
over at the agency only in 1993 and caot
bear tota responsibilty for al of the problems,
it must be questioned whether he is the ma
for the job of cleang up the agency and re
storig public confdence in it. So fa, the sign
ar not goo

America have to valuable an intitutiona
and emotional inestment in the pride and pro
fessionalm of the FBI to let the problems
contiue and have no one aner for them. .


