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Lab is thrt under microscope
Thee caes
chacteri
FBI problems

By Ga F1elds
USA TODAY

The Jusce Depaent In-
sptor genera's report re
vee a lab rife with sboddy
work, la proure and ques
tionable practce
The re foc on nine

peple wbo worked at the lab
and s1es out ~. tor the
ro sere crtict lnud-

ln Freric Wbtedun i for.
mer la supervr an whis
tle-blower who brought the
ca to publlc attntion,
Th cu syboUi the

lab's prolems
United States va PiaJ
ExplosIves lab examIner

Terr Rudolph testUled In this
1989 C8fomla ca abot his

Identlftcation of the exlosve
reidue PET on evidence,

Duri an evidentiar hea-
Ing Rudolph wa asked by the

judge In the ca why te he
bad coucted were not docu-
mented In his note HI reo

~ "Scientifically flawed testimony" In lour
case, InchJdlng the bobing 01 the Worl Trad
Center.

~ "Inaccurate testmoy" by laboratory exam.

lnes In th Wor Trade Center case, In a mis-

couc hearing invo Fla Jud AI
Hastngs. an In a Fla case In whic Gege
Trepal was covi 01 murder by adding polson

to bott Co-ea,
~ "Testi be th examiner's exper-

tlse" In th Wor 'Trade Center and Hastings

case, and In th Invstiati 01 Avlanc AIr1lnes

Flight 20, whkt expl In 1989 and killed 107

pe on bod.
~ "Impropr prpati of laboatory re-

po" by thre exain In th explosives unit,
. wh alre, omit or lmpropr1 supplemented

so of th Int re by scntlst.agent

Fre Whitehurst, th chf whlstlbIr,
~ "Insullnt dometati 01 test result"

by an examiner wh woed on hundreds 01
cases, Including th Unabobe Investiati,
and by th central toxiclo unit chlel,
~ "SCntll111y flwe repos" In th probes

of th Okaho Cit bobing and th mall bob
kiling 01 ledral appellate Jud Rob Vanc,
"and In II lew Instancs by an explsives unit ex-
aminer wh altere Whlthurts rep."

~ "Inadec:uate rec manag and reten.
ti system' t: th lab.

~ "Failures by managent" to rese allea.
tIs In a number of case,

~ "A nawed staffng strre 01 th explosives

unit."

The Asiated Pres

spns: "When i exne a
ca I put In my notes thln~

that ar Importt to me when

I '" glve tesmony, I don't

wrte my notes for the United
Sttes attorney. i don't wrte
my notes for the defens, I
wrte my notes for myslf,"

He went on to say he had
done thousnds ot te since

1982 and could not poibly re-

. member them alL. The Judge
asked, "Isn't that one of the
reans you keep notes?"

A defens explosives expert
testled that the tes Rudolph

had conducted were not sum.

c1ent to determne that the resl.
due was PETN. The defendant
was acquItted,
The U.S, attrney prout.

Ing the ca later wrte a four-

pae letter to the FBI lab dlrec.
tor complaIning that Rudolph's

performance was dellclent, that
the Judge had nearly excluded
his tesmony, and that the de-
fens had Impeched his sclen.
Ullc work and conclusions.

Rudolph ii now retlred. The
report recommended that a n()
tallon be put In all his ca Illes

about the Invesgation,
World Trade Center and

Oklahoma City bomblnp
Lab exainer David WII.

IIams handled boh ca,

In the World Trade Center
trial, he teslled that the defen-
dants had the capacity to man.
ufacture 1,200 ponds of the
explosIve ure nItrte. But the

Inspetor genera round that
his tesmony "wa ba on
Improper non.sclentlflc
grund! and appered to be
tailored to corrnd with his
esmate of the amount of ex-

..

ploslve us In the bombing.
Under quesoning by the In-

spr genera, WIIUar ad-
mitted he had no tils frm

the crime scne for detnnn-
Ing the ty of explO8ve. He

acknowledge that be on
the crime scne, the man
char "cold have ben any-

thing"
The report finds tht may

ot the sae errrs were com-
mitted agn when Wll
gave his report In the Oko-
ma ely bombIng

Wiliams' Identltlcatlon ot
the device us In the bla as

an amonium. nitrte fuel 011
bomb wa be on the fact
that one of the defendat! had
bought amonum nitrte fuel
compoents the report sad,

The instor ge re
ommended tht WIl1 be
reigned outsde the la,

The report also Includes
han critlcl of Wbteburs
who Is desbe as "an ex-
ence scienti who Identitled
slgnllcat prolem In certn
ca" but whoe alegtion of

perjury and fabrication of evi.
dence by coUeees '"ere not

support by the fa uncv-
ere In the Invesøation"

~ Crme lib re 1A
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Tody's deba: FBI CRIME LAB

Poor lab work gives both
FBI, justice a black eye

OUR VIEW
The lab's bias to-
ward the prosecu-

tion Is outragous. The FBI needs

Ito cie~ house.Amanng.
The nation's crown jewel among crme

labs - the FBI laboratory - tus out to

be inested with agents more interestd in
helping prosetors win con victons than

serving the cause of justice.
A long-awaited Justice Depament in-

speor genera's report Tuesy sad:
~ Supervisors improperly altered or

omitted examiners' report, at times shad-
ing them to favor proseutors' cases.

~ Examiners went beyond their exper-
tise, prenting scentificaly flwed and in-
accte tetimony in high-profie cas
such as the World Trae Center bombing.

~ Investigators gave unjustified spe-
tion on the Okloma City bombing "tited
to incrminate defendats."

Justice Deparent offcials ar quick to
say such sloppines and bias don't appe
to have put innocnt people in jaiL. But the
fac is they don't know if that's tre.

The lab is depended upon by prosetors
and defendants for impaalty and foren-
sic expese in 60,00 ca annuay.

A tak forc is just now reviewing hun-

dr of cas in which potentialy excupa-

tory evidence may have ben denied defen-
dats. And defens attorneys ar readying
suits demanding st more information.
Why ths tuoil? Argace. The FBI

refud to tae the warngs of one of its
exaner seousy when he fit com-
planed about lab sloppiness and bias.

Senior examiner Freeric Whtehurt
fit told supeors about problems in the

late 1980s. But it wan't unti Novembe
1995 tht the insor gener formed a

tak forc with outside expe to investi-
!!te them. And thf"n onlv :il1pr Whitp'_

Upgrading facilites I

In a speal rep in Augus199, USA TO- ii
DAY dome how insuff equipmnt,
staff and trning are overwlmng th na- I
tin's crme labs. Much state an lol lab I

wor has to be done by th FBI. To help co I

wi the heavy workoad, tte FBI is: ,
.. Building $150 million, 5O,DOsquae- :

foot lab in Ouantco, Va.
.. Increasing lab staffng, ¡ndueing 88 new

scientsts and 75 tecnicans.
.. Modizing equipment ttrough a 10%

hike in it $9 milion annual budget I
.. Giving more than $13 milion in grants to I :

stte and locl labs. :
!

hurt's allegtions beme public. ,
Unti then, investigations were limited :

and punishments were token, except for :
Whtehurt The FBI suspended him for
giving a defens expert evidence of another
examiner's sloppy errors without fit noti-

fyg prosetors. The other exaner, af-
ter a later review found Whtehur wa
right, got off with a verb reprimand and
$500 for improving his work.

Tuesy's report does more of the sae.
It recmmends censure, resignment and ¡
demotion for a few agents but saves most I
of its venom for Whtehurt, saying he ,I
overstate chares and lacked judgment

Meawhie, it lauds the agency for effort !
to upgde facities, purue outsde ae-I

itation, sek a respe scenti to hea
the lab, reuie that exaners teti "ac-¡
cutely and completely" and report be re-

viewed "to conf conclusions are ren- ,

able and scentificay ba." !
That's lie prasing the Go Humor

ma for sell ice cr. Its recton to

Whtehurt's warngs says the FBI is to
redy to side with cops and prosetors in-

ste of asurng the lab is fr of bia and
indepndent of police fuctons.

The job of the lab isn't to pursue convic-
tions but to find the trth. And it feil down
f"n th'1t lr'h


