Freeh misled Congress, IG says
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The .hustice Departments in-
spector general has accused FBI
Director Louis J. Freeh of testify-
ing falsely before Congress on why
he ordered the suspension of a
whistieblower who exposed prob-
leins ist the bureau’s crime lab and
has sugpested Mr Freeh correct
the testirmony “as promptly as pos-
sible”

Inspector General Michael

FBI chief urged
to correct record

Bromwich said in a letter to Mr.
Freeh that his testimony impiied
that the I1G's office had recom-
mended that agent Frederick J.
Whitehurst be put on administra-
tive leave.

“The draft report in fact con-
tains no such recommendation,
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nor can it be fairly construed to
imply that such action should be
taken while the draft was being re-
viewed” Mr. Bromwich wrote.
“The inaccuracies in your testi-
mony shouid be corrected as
prompily as possible”

Mr. Freel: testified March 5 be-
fore 2 House Appropriations sub-
committee that Mr. Whitehurst -
an FBI agent-scientist who in 1995
first guestioned the integrity of
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FBI lab tests, testimony and evi-
dence - was suspended in Jan-
yary with pay “solely and directly
on the basis of the recommenda-

tion by the inspector general and

thei- findings with respect to Mr.
Whiehurst”

The director told the subcom-
mittee, headed by Rep. Harold
Rogers, Kentucky Republican,
that Mr. Bromwich did not object
to the suspension.

But in letters Mr Bromwich
wrote to M. Freeh — released yes-
terday by Sen. Charles E. Grassiey,
Iowa Republican ~- the inspector
general said he expressed his op-
position to FBI officiais three days
before the ordered suspension. He
said that position was “consistent”
with one hie took for more than a
year after the FBI first proposed
firing or suspending Mr. White-
nurst.

Mr. Bromwich said FBI officials
have told him the suspension was
the result of Mr. Whitehurst's re-
fusal to be interviewed by Justice
Department investigators looking
inte a leak to the media of his accu-
sations.

“The bureau is now deing & mad
scramble to control the problems.”
Mr. Grassiey said in a fioor speech.
"At the heart of its damage-control
operation is an effort to mislead.
And that effort comes right from
the top of the FBI, right from the
director himself, Louis Freeh”

Mr. Grassley, ‘who heads a Sen-
ate Judiciary subcommittee that
oversees the FBIL, accused Mr
Freeh of inappropriately trying to
interpret the IG'S report "as he
wishes, not as the IG imtended;”
and of playing a “game of seman-
tics” with the subcommitiee,

Mr. Freeh, in a March 11 letter
to Mr. Bromwich and Mr. Rogers,
acknowiedged that his March 5
testimony “was incomplete” and

that Mr. Whitehurst's refusal to co-

gperate in the leak inquiry also |

was a basis for the suspension.

l.ast night the FBI issued a |
statement saying. "Director Freely |
totally refects auy contention that |
he deliberately misted either the
Congress or the public during re-
cent testimony before the House!

.. He promptly corrected the rec-
ord. Freeh regrets his inadvertent
omission.”

In a separate letter to Mr. Broin-
wich, the director alse acknowl
edged that the IG's draft report did
not recommend Mr Whitehurst's

suspension. He said he "did not’

mean o imply that 1o the subcom-
mittee” But, he said, the report
recorunended the bureau con-
sider whether Mr. Whitehurst
conid continue to serve in his lab
capacity.

The IG's office, according to out-

going Deputy Attorney Gengral

Jamie Gorelick, raised "substan-
tial questions” about lab tests con-
ducted in several cases.

The review, she said, targeted “a
limited number of units within the
lab and a limited number of exam-.

inations and cases’ Two of the
cases believed affected by the re-

view are the pending Oklahoma,
City bombing triat in Denver and:
the initial convictions in the World
Trade Center bombing in New
York.

The FBI has denied that any
past, present or future prosecu-
tions were affected by question-
abie lab tests, aithough the bureau
removed four lab employees as.
part of the review. Suspended or!
transferred with Mr. Whitehurst

were James Thurman, chief of the' §

explosives unit; Dave Wl%lzams su-

pervisory agent in the unit; and |
Roger Martz, chief of 2 chemlstr‘y’ ;

and toxicology unit.

Beginning in 1995, Mr. White- -:

hurst said colleagues Slanted testi-!
mony and fabricated evidence in;

high-profile trials. The FBI re. |
sponded that a review of 250 cases, |
found no evidence of wrongdoing.: |




