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Workers Portray FBI Crime Lab as a Shoddy Shop

a Probe: Some current, former employees tel! investigators of
shortcemings, inciuding possible contamination of tests by tosic

groups.
Ty RICHARD A SERRANG

FEREES 3LAFE WHELH

ASHINGTON —As deseribed by
SeE e EUVLTIEIRH techmieai and-
Lysey, she FRUs worbl-ronowned kdara-
Loy HeTe Sinelinies was ¢ eIRntic sUoRe

Hrbtic toup groups o theeugh o hail-
way, icking up dusl, as delicate
experisents were ronducted peasby.
Apsts, fresh froms the FIH S fan range o
boalh il puessed througfe-perfiaps
uBwHEREEY sprisding readue thst coukd
Jeopriarebioe begiy Bab teehmiclans some -
siases yiiared o violated seienbife prato-
cals, waee cRMpEREs wers g Lo
fssue st eeports ad 1 one ease, an
anaiyst enbanoed R sckniiic knowledde
by viewing vekeos”

Throggio the history of the FRE the
b on she thend Foor of the J Bdgor
Piosver Buiiding here haw esoyed & Feph-
Ldban For peoesian snd expertme. Honot
wus where federi] agents sent thei
wvidence ot was aisu the plece whire law
erfureement ageacies From around the
naliom sowght el m sobving erimes.

The kb conducts more hon 604,600
exastiations i yeur for Jocal. state aued

foskeral law enforcemant ayenoies.

Hazl for pors Alan & year neww, the Juu-
tice [eparipent’s ihepector geners! has
hoen reviewing wibesprewd alhpations of
abrze wipk shorteoismes al ihe Jub. Maw,
with u Gral report frois the asspectar
generat exprectod to by veloased a2 ourky a3
March, the P18 Buy alreddy acknuwl-
pilged probivms, transferred seme labe
persunpet and begm planmag for o aew
Faeslity st the FIHs Lraning avadetuy W
Czantice, Y.

shraft vopy of The mspector genecsl’s
funndings wis gaves to W i on Tan.
wruef bive Blareass s to pesgeaud by B0
Hi. The amspedior gegerad’s offiws then
wik 1wk 2 final regaort.

Wiag 1.l report will 2ay is ned efear.
Wik o clear Frame povernmend docs-
mentd ohitaned by The Tinus & tha
wmany current wnd {ornwe eagityees of
the Iuwh have okl investigaiors bl
nepnerows faws that they saw m the way
ernnieet evhivncs wis hamifled.

Severat iab employees descniwd o
,m) sread facHiy and |}r0f|,:»s!unui CiHEETY
1l they thought lent seelf to proliens.
Tiey sand ionrists were escortinf through

o coeridor of the trace-analysis section of -
the bsbh @ procedure el permated onl-
spdurs to teack nomaterwds that could
OB LS Ongoing toxty, Tiey sabd

At ey 1hod corpebed walkwiy were
Pty or agents whe Rl st el
phe FEPs explusives usit of gudt rosge,
‘1‘?.9;—9 wers coneerns Ehat they 100 could
fpave tontanibants bebad

Frogeriek Wheehurst, 3 lab chemst
whe fay Deen suspended dnd aow is
capoeted 1o testily for the dofenss m the
tklahoma City Demnbeny case, said bonsd
reshiue contmsinabien was foand in the
jabr e the smioer of 1.

T diseovery came afler analysiy
Legan exsnnRing debrls biken fo the kb
from the (klaboma Oty bombing site
Whitehurst was askhed wheiber i was
the ooly costamsation grobden aopde
the crsae fabr 7] Kowrw 3 wasned” B ssid,

thowever, governmen sodrees sad
Fhecsday ihat Whitehurst's elain i
irpetevant hecanse the Gklaloes Ty
Uetidarsg ebedaras Dad abroudy bevn tesled

Whitehirst also todd Lhe mapector gea-
vrut that an-house “swabbengs” were
cowdielod varher that year, before the
butdsag, s 1ot glessware, benches,
workstutions sl other areas i the il
were fuumi 1o be contaminated.

jaulr workera sawi lthey alse woriwd
skt ventlabion ducts and ather alr
sliafts that enulbd cause cross.<on-

Latnbation of st mRe parlickes.

Ve whindyst, Hack Flakn, okl Rivestya-
wiFs jhial there were 1o rules for when
predective chathing should Le worp i the
labs, andd thal Do worred Lhat oress-
contamigaticn of materials coubd srour
e i was up te gach exampgr todecrbe
whd b do L prevesl enndabanaliod,

Fabn absi sask L e jearned more by
teaching hamseif on the b than from
hards-on brsanng, sk el he beease
proficient on 4 cerluin type of soplogives
exmnination by " viewing videos”

Dravid Wik, 3 superviery dgent w
the explesivgs unit, 1ol the inspacins
genarik thak BE B ndt HAOK theri Were
encugh ks or athe. pnbhralwrs i
keep 3natys.!.§ Lizs e hnd i e selsnees,
=00H as how 9 Hetert {iq
tn Lypes uf}mmlas e wuboated 1T he
sEpiy r t L t‘m own genersl
kauerw bestge

Amt Whitelyrst suggested that wien

1eehmicak an»irutw fu produced confilel-
ing results, b punleimes al ses worg
wneboar o fiaw 1o proceed,
Uader Fisk palicy, he sunk, 3 sysleinwas
ereated i T b where expertie s often
ssformadly pateed Jduwe frow Wwaeher ta
student” and frond-foe examiners wWers
disvouraged from chailenging offivid
cone hatbors.

Fliis week, settor FEH officials an-

aoitneed Lhe suspersons of four Jab

e from ook

easpioyees, elndipg Lwe supervsns
Bat Weldon Rennesby, PHD dopaty direc.
!nr caubmed Ul Le b wotsns wore
“3:i dode am petadiedpon B e acdion of
any vRRdores”

“Fhe achions wees Suken {urwgood and
valad reasans,” he sand, “haded op the
Pushaps ubwowt some of their work by the
msperlor geiterud sfd eddwer nformation.
These solmns are faly sl colssteal wih
foaup -stardding P qedey sl proge-
shurens.

P of thame pensaved were
and Witk

Whitebisrst

Kemwrly skse revealed ihoLihe buresn
decidind three years ago i BLprove
the fabbefore the spertor generad's
investigation began, Alung with con-
sirneting x kew luciily, be sawi, the
mrestl also witl seck amibshde secredita-
tius, which for the first Gme wonld wlhew
BT REVETREWR] eXperts b oecasmnaily
gk the Fifl's fueflity.

Kensedy alie ssid the FHI rpty
Vragrees witds crilics who codesd that
smne CriBanai proseciibsns oy Huve
Deen tongaotised B s of probhass A
the lai

“The B goal,” be stad 15 Cle e
tapn Lhe dubworalory on the cutbing wlge of
faw enforsetient 35« vital toal i offorts
o protect i Amencan poople fron
erige”

FBI: Prosecutors, Defense Attorneys Told of Flaws in Lab Evidence

iluntinued From A
aned some ohd ruses coubhi be
reapened, ey added.

“Phes s expiosave,” sawf MNeal
Semuett, o Misay defense aitorkey
and Epgamer foderaf proseriton.

PRy have Mad such & wonder-
T8 roputution bt f that s calied
b cpirestion @ coukb have 2 devas.
tating #fort aranany capes.”

“Fhs 35 $0IRE 9 b & rayel pati i
the peck for pulges and prosecu
tors,” sawd Joseph Patfenove, &
former U5, atturaey 10 e Dugtried
of Columbis, 1k predicied il
pirdgres worlld grant mony defense
st foe aikdslional e about
WHE Ralr{ests

En w briefing for reporiers,

© {iorclick acknowicdged that s
rioigs sed of proldems” had been
found during {he dogquiry ad she
sustgiesd ERad efforts have been
supberway 1o earrect them, paglly
with help from o penet of cutsie
suienlists,

Some detasis of the nsspecter

general's reporl emerged earlier
{his wewek when the FUE trans.
Ferrest thres laboratery officials
ad suspende:d apeiier ot 1mur
maskagement.

afthough fipsl reports suggested
thas the lel wiss found 1o Bave used
stuppy provedurss B SeiHce Cades,
farumnents obtained by The Taaes
sbutf Hpvesigniens alse untoversd
Far e serious o Jegations thal Juks
ersployees were pressured b aiter
e cotchaions o ther wtalyses of
evichenis and that supervisors
wrsetings ohenped the Dadi T
shpport etk prroseculimg

arelick stechned comment
Gwl;m askedd 3f the imspoeciar
general g coicbushed thid those
ablegaiions, anaic by seversl bab
workesd, bud been proved.
T FUL s stdf "lhe Dbest jaw
enfurcerlent speacy i [he workt”
she swhd, gven though fluws were

dcmnmrleu N d hmmj !mn;i_wé B
“of Wit m the i, )

Gehee sosrces sakh that vne of

T Rirwiver,

Phese unis Gesks with anafysis of
explusves, snd that the Okiahoma
Ciky bemnbiig prosucubion Sl con-
vietions m the World Trade Cender
ttbitng s New York coubd suffer
Hf fouberal oy rode that impurlant
meced of evidence have been
Laneed fay ponr lub work.

The FHE lubaratury cnndurts
ore Usars £050.000 ox bi

seriously afferied, sttoraeys would
have o demonstrate that 8HE b
aratery ansipsls ployed o criticad
rate aink LDl any {kaws were s
skl oRes.

Noncthetess. the alfegulions
have dansged $he coedislity of the
Fadr atiek soann Bikedy o hand defenso
atlovneys Iresi amunition for
TR atiol of FIH offwiaks,

yeur for foderul, state, dutab .md
thterialionsd baw cnforcement
ARETCHES.

Astosk i she coubl give dusur-
ances that ne Jrosecubions wene
!Jf_‘irib cudpy smsed, Getelick
o il we have the final
[sh pur; and wntil Kh ot have 2
chanct 0 esamiine each and every
iblegration au i agpiies to ewch and
ewery rase, we owonl beoable 1o
vk idunk el staleisents”

wape sheedimsest du JdvabiFy sny spes
& polenttl pride-

“Otker loi’ai anbrees stressed,
that for any pesding
prosecutiv or past tom virton 1o be

gl experts sakd.

Fhroughout by feaely contury-
torg history, the FEE crigee lak has
bad & steriig vepolation and s
Forensic reports usually have gone
snehatbenged. For (hat reasor,
aliegatiuns of sloppy work or
evibenoe - Lanpering by heb work-
erd fave Lutiee a8 & sARCE o pest
Lok haw yery and gisdges.

Suntelt cilend two ways in which
guestions atenat the FiH ok eoudd
favee Faffuls BiTst, defonse atior-
feys are fikely to move for new
trals or hearmigs ta atiack evie
sheneg prescnied by proscoutar

Secnnd, juters coubd come to
dgubt the relababity of evidence

presented by the goverpment,

“Ivefonse lawyers wist have the
amamben 10 quostial the inteyg-
riiy of the seientfic evialence and
we dhave seen froen the ORd) Hanp
sun orunpnal toad ow thad e
flave an effect,” e siid.

Washiagton atiorney K.
FTawrence Hevceils brooanade the
sane potnt, oW @ wry views o
crogs eapnpation of a iabordory
goby bs goang o be far different frap
whisl 11 was & yaar 63 50 agn,” Haro
cell s

areelia, slso @ former Bderad

prosecutor, sdded that moey
Justgen have had Calmost so duie-
malic acceptants of FRI L results,
MNow you've comnplietely revepsed
thgs.”

Faub Bothwdeuw, o LGeorguioaws
piversiy law professor. soled
that siate preseculions that rebed
ony FHE b tusting gl dne sffeclid
wsweltag madydederst cang.

ftottten oMM the Jus.
theo Pegaatbinant andsid fore acting

-gnsr Lml :ww n |Ji~,

pru;upu) B del] prnsechbors and
abait preeberathsl
pmbh_m:: the gusintes] st ik stich
swadivation would Ly rugered by
aeberda b B moifer @ Saprene Uourl
durcinn thist srepreses an oliligad ko
s e governmed b Wb defense
fiw Ferrs alkeut afiyLhing e prgse-
i Bus dis vesl that ¢oudd
s ciear wdefendind,

A samdar prellan o West Y-
glaz aveurred fow yours wgo when
wirbarities disesverad that Brad
Zasts, 4 slute podice scientist, had
st Hp of Bkl eyideace
10 hedp win eutrvictions in ol lesst
38 ines.

The sl ':m,a,um’ Luairt asiti-
naatvky raled 1hot Zasn had Been
rugHafibebe brar 113 hislory of
Gelafying endmu i cdibmad
prasige T

Many cefendunts convicund
asrsber anmd pspe peses where Dloost
e vlente Had bRt andnfpulatod by
Foan wventiuilyowtbers fr t’mi oy WeTE




