F.B.I. Lab Practices Faulted
In Oklahoma Bomb Inquiry

By DAVID JOHNSTON

WASHINGTON, Jan. 30 — Ap in-
rernal Justice Depariment investiga-
tion into the F.B.1. crime laboratory
has uncovered numeragus compiainis
by laboratory employees about the
handling of forensic evidence in one
of the Government’s most important
criminal cases — against two men
charged with the bombing of the
Okighoma City Federal building in
April 1885

The criticism of the FB.L's con-
duet emerged in a series of mter
views conducted by investigators
from the inspector General's office
In the interviews, some of the labora-
tory workers said that their superi-
ors engaged in sloppy, improper or
mscientific practices in the Gkiaho-
aa Cily case.

Laboratory examiners in Oklaho-
rria shipped critical items to the lab,
such as the {aded black jeans worn
by defendant Timothy J. McVeigh,
when he was arrested, in a brown
paper sack instead of a sealed plastic
evidence bags, one employee said A
gun and a knife purported {0 belong
to Mr. McVeigh was sent to the lab-
aratory sealed only in a manila enve-
lope, the ermployee added.

At one point, visitors {o the labora-
tory placed travel cases that were
potentially contaminated with explo-
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sive residue in an area where bomb
debris had been stored awaiting test
ing, another employee sald. As a
result, none of the material could be
tested. In another instance, a labora-
tory worker reported that a techni-
cian testing material from Mr. Me-
Veigh's car found the presence of
cocaine on a sample, a false reading
that may have resulted from using
improperly cleaned eguipment. The
sampie, the worker said, was dis-
carded.

The interviews were conducted
over the fast two years as part of a
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lengthy review inlo accusations of
lax procedures at the laboratory. A
draft of the Inspecior General's re-
port was turned over o offtcials of
the Faderal Bureau of Investigation
a5t week, but it has not been made
oubhc, and it remains upciear how
many of the complaints to the in-
specior General were susianed i
the reporl’s findings. Parual tran
seripis and portons of internal sum:

Domnaries of ihe inlerviews were pite

vided to The New York Times by
people outside the Governmenl whe
are crifical of the laberatery’s per-
formance in the Oklahoma Ty
pnhing case.

Today, Depuly Attarney Generai
datmie $. Gorelick expressed hopo
that the Government's prosedulions
wolid am he damaged by problems
al 1he laboratory. “'We have token
apprapriate sleps in preserve the
imegnily of our case” Ms. Gorehck
saud, rand we have every aonlidence
thia: i the end everyone wit gel a
farr griab” Hul she said ihat the
smpact wauld not be {uily understood
until the courts assessed how prad-
lems ar the laboratery couid allet
pach case.

But the mformation from the in-
spector General's investigation has
surfaced at an awkward time for the
Government. Lawvers for Mr. Mo
velgh and a second defendanm, Terry
1. Nichals, have suggestad thal they
will challenge ihe Governmest's fo
renssc evidence in inals scheduled 1ot
hegsn this spring. Legai experts said
similar chatienges could cemplicate

the prosecution of other cases in
which the ladoratory played a role ta
evaluating evidence,

Over ail the Iranscripos and sum-
mares suggest that the FBALs pro-
cedures for (esting explosive maler:
al were lax and thal nonsCenbses
who managed the laboratery ap-
peared to be casual in thew approach
to handling evidence. The Criliclsm
ciesely paraileis that of Fredenc
Whitehurst, an F.BI chemast who
nas been ¢ritical of ihe laboratory
The CTHI0INT: supgesls that by pro-
codures it specifle vuses hke the

Accusations of
sloppy work in one
of the agency’s most
important inquiries.

Cklahomu Oy bombing 1busirate
widher problems 3t a laboraiery that
has had & reputalion as ond the toun.
iry's premier [Qrensic sCience mst-
{ulians,

in response to the Inspecior Gens
eral's hndings, agency officials re
asmgned three laboralory empityees
wha worked on the Oktahom Oity
combing case They are David Wil
kams, who supervised evidence ol
tection;, Roger Martz, head of the
iaboratery’s chemusiry uni, and
James T. Thurmaun, chief of the lab-
BTEICTY S eXpiosIves uni.
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furcau of ficials, who acknowledge
prabiems i handling evidence {rom
the Okiakoma City bembing, said
that no agent had been accused of
depyherate wrongdomg They sawd
that they did 6ol expegt that any
miistakes would seriousty undermine
the Government's case and they ex.
pressed conhdence that there was
suffictent evidente to convict the two
defendants.

worcaver, the oificials said that
purtial (runscripis and sutnmaries
Wore W SUmE Cases ncor®ect and
rellected exaggerated recolieciions
of & lew emplovess whi were nter-
vigwed by imvesligators from the In-
spegsor General's otfice. The ol
cals sard that seme  complamis
rased Dy emMployees were MiVes-
gated and dismissed i preparTation
of the report hy the Inspector Gen
erid

But the off:cals savd they some of
the allegations appeared seninus For
example, Mr Wiillams, the chiet latr
sratory exammer w Gklahems City,
sas transierred from his Job ond has
alsi: been withdrawn 4 a proseds
tion withess in Okiahoma City. Mr
Wiiliams hed been respensihie for
conclustons about severat major 1y
sugs i the case, such as the size of
the bomb that tore the {ront aff the
federal hwlding e one mierview
with the lnspecior General, he ac
kiywledged thatl ks opnon thal the
homd contaned £800 pounds of am-
monlum THTale Was an gsumate
tased aot on soenihe stpdies bul
part on searches of the defendanty’
houses

Twg laboratory workers sad that
sy, Wiihiams changed thenr diciated
roports, 10 viatation of F.B.1 polkcy.
They sawd he made shght alterations
in the wirding of reporis 1o ehiminate

¢ upcertamnies w o ine explosinves evi

dence and making il easier for proes-
erulars io presend the eviden(s as
unequivocally cansistent with the
Government's theory of the fase.

Ome interview SuInmary reiating
tp the Oklghomas City bormbing
qutted an emplovee i the laborate-
ry's expiosive unit, LaToya Gadson,
as tellmg investigaiors that "the evi
dence was a ‘mess’ when it came in
necause it had not been coliected m
an ‘orderly fashion” ™

Two F.RB1 empioyees toid the In-
spectar General that Mr Mariz was
not guatified © conducl examing-
trions for traces of explesives, tut
carried such tests i viokation of
F.8.1 policy, One of the agents, Sie-
van Burmeister, said of Mr. Mart2:
1 shouldn't be saying this aboul my
boss. He's shoot frem the hip type
person. {f he makes a call, he'll want
1o stick with that even if was & bafl
call. And he'l; defend it because s
easier to go forward than back
wards.” i



