NGTON EDITION

1105 Angeles Jimes

COPYRIGHT v9?
THE TIMES MIRROR COMPANY

Friday
January 31
1997

DALY 3100
A EDITHON OF THE LOS ANGELES TIMES

FBI Warns of Possible
Flaws in Lab Evidence

w Courts: Prosecutors, defense counsel nationwide are
told of potential problems due to alleged misconduct,

By ROBERT L. JAUKSON
and DAVID G SAVAGE
“IMES STAFF WRITERS

WASHINGTONFearing that
an undetermined number of federal
prosecutions could be put in jeop-
wrdy, Justice Department officials
sait ‘Thursday that they have been
telling prosecuters and defense
sttorneys across the country in
recent weeks about potential {laws
n evidenes daused by serious
problems at the FBI crime lbora.
‘ary hare.

In the depariment’s first com.
wnents about @ still. secret inspeclar
seneral’s report on the jab, Deputy
Atty. Gen Jamie S. Gorelick said
hat officials have sought to pre.
serve the integrity of prosecutions
W oreporting evidentiary problems
o both sides.

Garetick ssid that she hopes no
prosecutions will be compromizsed
oy the alleged misconduct and
sloppy procedures in the FBisiab,
But several former federal prose.
cuters and legal cxperts disagreed,

wLAX LAB DESCRIBED
Current, former crime tab
E warkers tell investigators of

stipshod procedures. AS

saying that hundreds of prosecu-
tigns could be affected,

These legal authorities said that
shorteomings uncovercd by the
investigation could fores the dis-
missal of some charges in federal or
state prosecutions where FBi lab
reports were crucial, New hearings
could be granted in turrent cases
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