
. I . ¡-~----~-------~

,loø Angeleø mimeø
Friday

January 31

1997

COPYRIGHT 1'J7

THE T I ~1 E S M i R R 0 Reo ~i PAN Y

DAILY $100

A:- EDI liON OF nlE LOS ANGELES T1~iES

FBI Warns of Possible
Flaws in Lab Evidence
. Court: Prosecutors, defens counsel nationwide are

told of potential problems due to alleged misconduct.

By ROBERT L. JACKSON
and DAVID G. SA V AGE
'1MES STAff WRlITRS

WASHINGTON-Fearing that
1n undetermined number of fedcral
prosecution could be put in JcoP-

irdy, Justicè Department offcials
said Thursday that they have been
'.elling prosecutors and defense
dttorneys across the country in
recent weeks about potential flaws
n evidence caused bv serious
problems at the FBI cri~e labora-

'ory here.
In the departments first com-

-nents about a still-secret inspector
.;enerals report on the lab, Deputy
Atty. Gen. Jamie S. Gorelick said
hat officials have sought to pre-
serve the integrity of prosecutions

"y reporting evidentiary problems
,0 both sides.

Gorelick said that she hopes no
prosecutions wil be compromised
by the alleged misconduct and
sloppy procedures in the FBI's lab.
But several former federal prose-
cutors and legal e:qierts disagreed,

. lA LA DEBE
Current, former crime lab

workers tell invcstigators of
slipshod procedures. A5

saying that hundreds of prosecu-

tions could be affected.
These legal authorities said that

shortcomings uncovered by the
investigation could force the dis-
missal of some charges in federal or
state prosecutions where FBI lab
reports were cruciaL. New hearings
could be grantcd in current caSes
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