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Whistle-blower
Alleges Retaliation

l'~ fBI SPECIA agcnt :icgcs thc Burau is engaged
'In a campaign to destroY' his career because he is a

i'histle.blower: who is suspected of le:g infor.~lf iition to the news medW, among others.

.¡ .- ~

1. -11" ..,epartent of Justice spokesman Dr! Stem

. co!\ tht chae "absolute. contrived nonsens:
, an tomey Genera Janct Rcno told reporters that,

"0 g is being done in retation:
Frederic Whtchurst. a supcrvsory specia agcnt

for the fBI, recently w:i qucstioned by a specia
independcnt counsel about leaks to thc press.

Stem said the questionig w: par of an over.

invcstigation into the disclosure to Playúoy rnga.
zinc of memos written bv \\l1itehurst about ongo.

ing in,'estigations. and which
contained inform;ition pro-
tected by privacy law.

Stern s:id there also is a
separ.itc investigation into
\Xliìtehursts earlicr alleg;i-
tions involving the fBI crie

bb
-Since the memo" were

"..rirten bv him. he otwioiisl,
os one per"on who woiild he
questioned:' Stem ""id, -We

tuve a responsibilty to try to
determine how th;it inform;i-
tion was p;issed into the
hands of Playboy nugazine."

The DoJ fist Ie:icd of the

mcdia leak when Playbuy
asked it to veri thc authen-

ticit)' of the documcntS. Stem
s;iid. cmphasizing that thc
in,'csti¡;tion is about the doc-
umentS. not Whtehurst.

But Whtehurst's anomey, Stcphen :\1. Kohn,
c:ied tht "baloney: and chaed tlt whcn Wor-
m;tion about Whtchur, some of which he sad
wa fa, wa leaed to Neu'su'eek lTgae, ther
wa no invesgation.

"In lookig thugh tlt sru (in the Iener frm

Plabo to Don, ther is nothg about confdenti
soures and metod. Ther's noth in it tlt
stck me as be cli.ed: Kohn sad.

"Ther is st in it tht people would be uIng
about," hc added, deg to speci, but cag it

"setiona inontion" abut problem with thc
fBI crc i: in more th one ca, v,,;th thc
"IDot" of the mater dcg with bombing ci,
which ar Wlteursts spcity.

Kohn addcd tht hc wa "not trg to jLL~tif
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whoever le;iked this: and s;iid th;it W11tchurst
.. played hy the rules."

Stern said there is a "whole investig;ition in the
Inspector GenerJls offcc about the allegations hc
(WllitehurstJ rJi~d about the fBI crie lab.1l
new element h:i to do with an investigation of
someone to find out how docwnents with raw
Wonntion about Departent uf Justicc employees
wcrc sent into Playboy magaine.

"To distort and contort th;it into some inquisition
of Frederic Whitehurst is t:hloid rubhish. I wish you
wouldn't print it: Siem said angrY.

Giving PIllyú(~l' "full credit for cont:cting Justicc
Jhout the documem~. Stem s:id. "Ohviously, when
we become aw;ire thev h;ive documents th;it pri-
"K\' law" and other st:(utes required be confden-
tiaL. ohviml"ly we h;ive a respon"ihilr\' to investi.
gate

-To m;ike this some grJnd inqui~it,un is ;ihsolute
t:hloid non:.nsc'- he continued,"&caLL-, it involves
him. ,~ he ,,'prosed to he irune when we inquire
"houi informtion t;iken from our tiles"

Hut Wlliiehursts "nome" "aid ihis is approxi-
m;ileIY' ihe sL"(th rime \ln'lehiirst h"" been investi-

gated since 1 ,)H'). when he first di"..lo"ed Wurm:i-
tion ..hout "misconduct' in the FBI bh to ;ittomeys
tiir the defen"e in a ca.se Kohn would not identif.

"On th;ii occasion. its heyond any douht th.r hc
hlew the whistle on ~rious scientifc miscunduct:
Kohn said. cxpl:ing tht Whtehurst .went to an

In i 1994 photo, Frederic Whitehurs (centerl,iupervisory special
agent of the FBI. IIanked by Mary Jo White. U.S. anomey for the
Southern District of New York. and FBI director Louis Freeh, re"
ceives in iward for his work on the World Trade Center bombing

case. The photo was provided by the National Whistleblower
Center,
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Simpson lawyer to help

FBI agent

OJ. SIMPSON ATIOR."Æ Johnnie L Coc Jr. h: agred to
help defend FBI supervsory speci
agent Frederic Whtehurst if the
agent is chaed crial for lca-
ing inormation to the news medi.

In a lener to Anomey Gener.
Janet Rcno, Cochr cicd for the
liing of lits on Whtehurs's abil

ity to communicate with counsl -
discussing ca detJ.s could be con-
sidered unauthoried disclosur. for
thc Justice Deparent to diua
itslf from fuer investigation of

Whtehurst, and for the invesgation

to be rcnnted altogether.
Although Whitehurt counl

Stephen M. Kohn sad Cochr's

"paricipation h: nothg to do
with OJ.;Whtehurt w: redy to
testif for Simpson's defens tca
about the por quaty and prosecu
torial bias of the FBI crie lab, and
onc techncian, in parcu.

But Superior Court Judge Unce A-
(to barrd Whitehurst from testifing
nc:.i the ui;.ls conclusion, rug
that such testiony would conf
the jury and "'..aste the cour's tie.

- Debra Gersh Hernandez

expert for the defens and explaed
some of the problems üut thc pen
they were about to cal to the stad had:

Whtehurst was suspended for a week
and placed on six months' probation for
that action. accordg io Kahn.

Kohn said \)1ttehurst also h: becn
investigated for allegedly going to Con-
grss. which he would neither conf
nor dcny; for refuing to sign :i Buru-
creted list of hi .concern'; for fitness

for duty; and for 'blowing thc wrutle - on
dements of the World Tr:dc Cenier
hom bing investigation. Ic:.idin¡: ceruin
lab tests to be scuttlcd.

According io Kahn. throu¡;out these

'To distort

and contort that into
some inquisition of
Frederic Whitehurst
is tabloid rubbish.

I wish you
wouldn't print it,"
Stern said angrily

invegations. Whtehur ha receed
exempla peormce reCW frm
hi fellow scenti, c: th the
Buru ha underen a "w ca
pa tht is us ag hi"Te: cut lI of the sic (sp
investigative counl) to re-c a
plums unt in the Jusce Det
and 'stp the lea' to the pre is
wr" Ko wrte in a let to At.
ne Gcc: Ra."T I. no ba wi th u.s. 6Q
stnido or ou sy of got to
kc: the alegtion outed in th let.

ter secrt: Kohn wrote.
Kahn sad Whitehurst plas to ask

President Cliton to inùate proeedings.
as outled in an obscure si.rute.

SlJ assists
JFK reporter

A:'EW ORLEA..'lS telc,'ision reporter,who was found guilty of contempt
of court for reve:iling the names of grd
jury witnesses who testifcd more than
20 years ago durig an investig:ition of
Prcsident Kennedy's assination, has

becn promised support from the Soieiy
of Profcssional Journts.

Richa Angelico of WDSU.1V wa
fied $100 and sentenced io a the.
month suspended jai tcrm for violatig
Louisia's law protectg the secrcy of

grd jur record. He pla io appe.
Angc:ico receivcd the documents

from a formcr employee in the dict

anomey's offce, who wa orocred to
destry them in 1974 to crete more

offce space. The DA offce si.cr, rc.

ing the hitorica impoce of the do.
uments, took them home. He conl2ed
Angeco afer the DA told the kd
Asintions Recor Reew Bo in
June tht the recor ha dipp
dwig a preous adtion
SPJ ga Angcco $100 to cov the

fie and pla 10 fonow hi appe.
SPJ pridrt G. Kell Ha of the

Munce (Id.) Sta, sad tht Angcco
"acted as an responsible reporter
should. He wa gi'o'C innntion can-

cc:g a depition. He took tht inr.
mation and reported it to the public:

To IMPROVE
YOUR NEWS
READERSHII;

USE
GRAPHIC

LANGUAGE.
In the beginning wa the written word.
But that was the beginning.

Today, newspapers speak volumes not
only with word but with engaging
grphics photography. design. and
typography.

Any and all of thes e1emenrs can
attract readers. How to make them fit
with one another is the cornerstone
of the WE.D. (Wnting, Editing, ~ign)
concept taught at The Poynter Instiute.

Poynter WE.D. seminars offer.
. Preparatory lectures exploring the

individual crafts involved in gathering
and presenting the news.

. Group discus.ions.

. Hands-on 'earn projects.

. Analysis of the beSt WED. work in
newspapers in the U.s and abroad.
. Individual crilqUt5.

If you are a senior ediror. copy editor,
photographer, writer. or a graphics or
design specialist, you will want to
atend this seminar, offered lOr the fim
time away from our St. Petersburg site.

A lTON JOURAU
IN mE SoUI U.s.

Newspaper Writing, Editing,
& Design: Working in Teams

MA 19-24,199
is bein held at the
Scottle, Anzona

Embas Suites Re
Applition De Apr i

For an applic:óon or more inrmi'
óon. contaa Mart Dau¡¡hrr.

II The Poynte Innite
ll Tlln Stit So. St. Piiemrv, Fl33701

Plo..: (1131 ll.l4l4. Fax (113) 1903

Th Pt lnt" ~ .. ¡n ~ .,
rnaa pc thee dO no dI~. Of h oe of ,..
CO. ,.~. ien. ac.. ".)( on. 01 ph ,,~.
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