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FBI special agent
charges Bureau
is attempting to

investigating his

information to
the news media

BY DEBRA GERSH HERNANDEZ

Whistle-blower
Alleges Retaliation

!N FBI SPECIAL agent alleges the Bureau is engaged

‘I @ campaigst to destroy his career bocause he 52

wwhistic blower” who is suspected of leaking infor

rs?@gion 1o the news medit, among others.

e panment of justice spokesman Card Stern
that charye “absolute, contrived nonsense”

torney General janet Reno tokl eeporters tiat,
“Nothung is being done in retaliation”

Frederic Whitehurst, a supervisory specixl agent
for the FBI, rceently was questoned by 3 specid
independent counsel about leaks to the press.

Stern said the questioming was part of an overall
investigation into the disclosure © Phiyboy mags
zine of memos written by Whitchurst about onge-
ing wnestigations, and which
congzined nformation pro-
wected by privacy faw,

Stern stid there also 8 3
separite investigation  into
Whitehurst s earlier affepa
tions involvipg the FBE ¢rime
fab

“Since the memos wero
wrirten by him, he obwiousiv
s one persen who would be
guestivaed.” Stern said. Wi
ave J fesponsibality (o ey to
detormine bow that informa
tion was passed into the
hands of Playboy magazine”

The Dof first kearned of the
media leak when Playboy
asked it to verify the authen
ticity of the documents. Stermn
said, emphasizing that the
investigation s about the doc

destroy his
career by

suspected
leaking of

uments, fot Whitchurst.

fut Whitehurst's anormey, Stephen M. Koba,
called that “baloney” and charged that when infor-
maton about Whitchurst, some of which he said
was faise, was leaked to Newsireek magarine, there
was 00 FIVCSTZAton.

“In fooking through that stuff {in the fener from
Playboy to Dojl, there is nothing about confidential
sources and methods. Ther's nothing in it that
struck me as Deing dassified,” Koha said,

“There is suff in it that people would be wiking

whoever leaked this” and said that Whitchurst
“phaved by the males”

Stern said there v 2 "whole investgation in the
fnsprotor Generads office about the allegations he
[Whitchurst] raised about the FBE ¢rime hab. This
new slement has o do with an investpation of
sornconc o find out how documents with aw
informution about Department of Justice employees
were sent into Playboy magazine . . ..

“Fo distort and contoet that into some inguisition
of Frederic Whitehurst is whloid rubbish_§ wish you
wouldn't print @ St said angriy

Giving Playbey  full eredit for conwcting Justice
shout the documents. Stera ssid. Obvivusly, when
we begome aware they funve documents that pri
vy faws arnl other statutes required be confiden:
tiah, ubvioushy we hive d responsitilite toinvest
i

‘T make this some grand inquisinon s absolute
whluil ponsense,” he continued “Beeause i involves
him, is he supposed 10 by immune when we inquire
abentl information taken from our files?

Bt Whitelnersts sttorney sl his iy approxe
prately the sixth time Whitchursg hus been invest
gated since FORY. when e first disclosed informa
ton abont miscomduct e the FIE b o attorneys
fur e dufense in g Guie Kohn woudd not identify,

“On that eccasion. its beyvond any doubt that he
hiew the whistie on serious sciemific misconduct]
keohn said, explaining it Whitehurst “went © an

tn & 1994 photo, Frederic Whitehurst {centes], supervisory special
agent of the F81, Hlanked by Mary Jo White, U.5. attormey for the
Southern District of New York, and FBI director Louis Freeh, re-
cuives an award for s work on the World Trade Center bomhbing
case. The phote was provided by the Nationa! Whistleblower
Centar,

about” he added, dedlining o specify, bur calling &
~sepsational information” about problems with the
FBI crime b In more than one case, with the
~met™ of the material dealing with bombing cases,
which are Whitehurst's specialty.

Kohn added that be was “not wying to justify
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J. SIMPSON ATTORNEY Joha-

nic L. Cochran jr has agreed to
heip defend FBI supervisory special
agent Frederic Whitehurse if the
agent is champed criminally for leak
ing informaton to the news media,

In 2 jetter to Artorsey Generad

Janet Reno, Cochran calfed for the
jifting of limits on Whitchurst's abil
ity to communicate with counscl —
discussing case details couid be con
sidered unauthorized disclosure, for
the fustice Deparument to disqualify
itsclf from further investigation of
Whitelrst, and for the investigation

Simpson lawyer to help
FBI agent

to be rerminated altogether.

Although Whitehurst counsel
Stephen M. Kohn said Cochran's
“participation has nothing to do
with O ) Whiteburst was ready to
testify for Simpson's defense tean
about the poor quality and prosecu
torisl bias of the FBE crime fab, and
one technician, in particuiar,

But Superior Court Judge Lance A
ito barred Whitchurst from testifying
near the wial's conclusion, ruling
that such testimony would confuse
the jury and waste the court’s tme,

- Debra Gersh Hernandez

expert for the defeasc and explained :
some of the problems that the person |
they were about to call to the sand had” |

Whitchurst was suspended for a week
and placed on six meonths’ probation for |
that action, accoding to Kohn

Kohn said Whitehurst also has been !
investigated for alegedly going to Con
gress, which he would neither confirm |
for deny: for refusing to sign 2 Bureaw |
created Bist of his “concerns”; for fitness |
for duty; and for "hlowing the whistie’ on !
ciements of the World Trade Center |
hombing ipvestigation, leading cestain |
fub tests o be scuttled,

According o Koha, throughout these

“Io distort
and contort that into
some inquisition of
Frederic Whiteburst
is tabloid rubbish.
fwish you
wouldn’t print it,”
Stern said angrily

investigations, Whitchurst has reorived
exeroplary performance reviews from
his fellow scientists, even though the
Burcau has underzaken a “whisper” cam-
paign that ts used against him

*“The cuttent use of the SIC {special
investigative counsel] to reoroate
plumber's unit in the fustice Department
and ‘stop the lczks'mzhepmsis?
wrong,” Kohn wrote in a levter to Antor |
ncy General Reno,

"There Is no basis within the 118 Gay; |
stitution or our sysiem of governmet 1o !
keep the aflegations cutbined in that ez

ter secrer,” Kohn wrote,
Kohn said Whitchurst plans o ask

President Clinton to initiate proceedings,
:as outlined in an obscure stamste. i

SPJ assists
JFK reporter

NEW QRLEANS television reporter,
who was found guilty of contempt :
| of court for revealing the numes of grand |
jury witnesses who testified more than |
i 2 years ago during an investigation of |

President Rennedy's assassination, has
becn prosised support from the Society

of Professionad journalists,

Richard Angelice of WDSUTV was

fined $100 and senienced to a three
i month suspended jail term for violating

Fouisiana's law protecting the secrecy of

| grand jury records. He plans o appeal.

Angelico received the documents

i from z former employec in the district
i anomey's office, who was ondered {0
| deswoy them in 1974 to create more ;
office space. The DA office siaffer, reatiz. |

ing the histotical inportance of the doc
urnerts, took them home. He contacted

Angelico after the DA told the federal ¢
Assassinations Records Review Board i |
June that the records had disappeared |

during a previous adaimistraton.

SP} gave Angelico $100 w cover the
fine and plans 1o follow bis appeal.

SP} president G Kelly Hawes of the

2 Muncfe (Ind) Star, said that Angelico
!racied as zny responsible reporter

should. He was given information conr
coring & deposition. He took dhat infor

i pation and reporied it to the public”

TO IMPROVE
YOUR NEWS
READERSHIP
USE
GRAPHIC
LANGUAGE.,

I the beginning was the writtens word,
But that was the beginning.

Today, newspapers speak volumes nat
only with words, but with engaging
graphics, photography, design,and
typography.

Any and all of s hese elements can
attract readers. How 1o make therm fit
with one another isthe comerstone

of the WED (Winting, Ediring. Design}
concept taught at The Poynter institsa,

Poyneer WE.DL seminars offer:

w Preparstory leciures exploring the
individual crafts involved in gathering
and preseniing the news.

» Group discussions,

» Mands-on team projects.

# Analysts of the best WED. work in
newspapers i the U5 and abioad,

» fndividual cringues,

I vou are a senioe editorn copy editor,
shotographer. writer, or 3 gtaplucs or
design specialist, you will want o
wtend this seminar, offered for the first
titme away from our St Petersburg site.

ATTENTION JOURNALISTS
IN THE SOUTHWEST US.

Newspaper Writing, Editing,
& Desigr: Working in Teams
MAY 18-24, 1996
is being held at the
Scottsdale, Arizona
Embassy Suites Resort

Application Deadline: April 1
For an application or more informa-
tion, concact Martha Daughery.

The Poynter Institute
87 Third Street Scutt w St Petsnabory, F1.337THY
Phos: (813} 821-5494w  Fax (813) 3066103

T BT LARRAE manctaes: ATagiopret practions and sd
PR POHCWE L G0 M EICHTRRgLE N e Dmsee O SR
2, HIFON O, B, NEton Yt OF STICH o panuy.
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