Feds put FBI lab under microscope
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The Justlce Depariment [1reviewing
feders| prosecutions across the coun-
try involving the FBI erime lab be-
tAuse & supervisor there says sgents
rigged resuits, the Dadly News bas
lesrned. )

The massive, highly uneszal Inguiry
was prompled by allegalboss made by
whintleblower ¥Frederie Whltehursd,
an FBE lab supervisor, according to s
Justite Depariment memo ordering
the review.

The 2an 4 memn from Actisg Assly-
iant Attorney (enerai John Xeeney
wan sent to a3 53 1.5, sttorney's officves
around the tountry. A copy was ob-
talned by The News from a federal law
enforcement sourte. Sources acknowd

edge that the Inguiry coufd put some
casenln jeopardy,

Justive Department spokesman Carl
Bern sald the peview does not mean
officizls pist eredence | Whitehurst's
altegations. But legal experts said thet
if the nllegations are ndmitted as evi-
dence Bt aity trial, they could give de-
fense lawyers ammenition Lo launch &
witheritg allack on the legendary lab's
credibility,

And if proven true, they could lead to
cloaed cases belng reepened.

"It's mafficlesstly serious that the gov-
ernment appears to be taking |he anly
prudent ¢ourse of artlon, which is to
put evervhody on nolice thal anme.
thing might be wrong,” sald atdoruey
Harry Scheck, 8 patlonadly recogilzed
DNA expert who worked ou O ). Simp-
son'n defense.

At the heart of the revliew |3 the gov-
erument’s dlsclosure obilgations. Ua.
der feders! |aw, prosecutors mus L
aver Lo defense lawyers any materials
that may e avarable (o the defonse.

Allegations that FRE sk wiinessen
reay bave engaged o impreprietles
would full upder these rules.

The lssues ralsed by the allegatlons
affect Vs sobstantial sumber of crimd
nal crzenin numerous districts
throughou! the country,” accordlng 1o
the memo.

The memo seya Whitehaurst's charges
center on 20 FBI officlal s, supervisoers
and agenis |t names from the lab and
four lah unlts — exploslven, ehemisley
snd toxlcology, documents, and mate
riale soalysin {bemphaglins that there
Ly basix 0 cotctude #l this time
thathny ., seted inappiopriately.”

“Generally, Dr, Whitehurst conlends
thgl certuin FAI examiners whe teatlfy
Iz crimlnnl easen sre not quailfied to
rerforma the testing and analysis of tha
evidence {avolved in 1ose cases,” ac-
cording to the memo.

Whiteburst, the Iab's top chemlsl,
wlse slleges that “certainy exauslners
slant thelr scieniific concluslons to Ta-
vor the prosecutlon’s case,” according
to the memu. He alvo contends the four
iab unlis malnteln Insuficlent sclep-
tifir projocols for thelr work,

“Br. Whilehurst contesds that the
exploslves upll and the chomistry and
toaleol unit inappropriately atruc.
lure [helr concluslens o favor the
prosecition,” the memo said

Justles Department officlalisald the
review' wan an Indlestion the systemt
wits worklag.
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