
Feds put FBI lab under microscope
., WlIlIIll-..-

TlJuatce Departent Is reviewIng
Cedenl p~utlon. acro the couo.
il Involvng the FBI crime lab be
cause a .upervsor there sa agnu
riaed rem Ita, the DaJ Iy News h..
le.rned.

The massive, highy unu.uallnquiry
.as prompte hy allegtlolJ made by
whl.llehlower Frederic Whllehunt,
IJ FBI Jab supervisor, auordh,g to a
Jiilce Departent memo ordering
the reew.

The Jan. 4 memo frm Acting Aula-
tant Attorney Genen! John Keeney
wa. seDt to aU Il U.S. attrney'. omce.
aroDd the countr. A copy was 01)
taDed by The New. frm a federal law
entoreement souree. Souree. aclmowl-

edge that the Inquiry could put soiiie
case. in jeopardy.
Justice Depaent spokesman Carl

Stem said the reew does not mean
offcials put creence In Whitehursr.
allegtion& But legl expert said that
if the allegtlona are admitted as evi.
dence at any tral, they could give de-
fense lawyen ammunition to Iftunrh 8
withering atud. OD the legendary lab's
creibility.

AD ICproveD true, they could lead to
closed c.ses being reopened.

"irs suffciently serious that the gov-
ernment appears to be taking the only
prudent course of action, which is to
put everyy on notice that some-
thing might be WTIi:' said attorney
Harr Scheck, a nationally rtcoiriized
DNA expert who worked on 0 J. Simp-
son's defense.

At the he.rt of the review Is the gov-
ernment'. disclosure obligation.. Un.
der federall.w, proseuto.. must tum
over to defens I.wyen any material.
th.t may be favorable to the deCens.

Allegtion. that FBI lab wllDeas.
may bave engaged In Improprietle.
would f.1I under theae rule..

The I~uea raise by the allegtions
atree "a .ubstantial number of crimi.
nal cue. In numerous dl.tricts
throughout the country:' auordlii to
the memo.
The memo say. Whltehunri chaflea

center on 20 FBI omclal., iupervson
and agenll It name. frm the lab and
four lab unlu - exploilve., chemlitry
and toxicology, documenu, and male
rila.analy.i...llempbafl.. th.t there
il '!D blJ.11 to tol\ciidt ~L thl. time
iiat any,. . acte Inapppr1ately."

"Generally, Dr. Whitehurst contends
that certin FBI examine.. who te.tlty 0
In crimlDal case. are not quaiined to ~
penonn the teting and analy.i. oCthe -e
evidence Involved In those cue.... ac. zcording to the memo. I/~

Whitehurs the lab'. lDp chemi.t.
.180 alleg"" that "certin examiners
.Iant their .dentlnc eonclu.lons to fa-
vor the proseution'. case," according
10 the memo. He aloo contend. the four ..
lab unlta malDtaln InaumcleDt .den. =
tinc protooll Cor their work ¡¡

"Dr. Whitehur contend. that the ":
explosive. unll and th cbemlat and j"
toxicolog unll Inappropriately atc.
ture their conclu.lona to !lvor the
prosecution," the memo said.
Ju.tlce Department omclal. said the l!

revle''wii' In lndlcirlon the syem' ;2...as working. a;


