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FBI Crime Laboratory Being Probed
Scientist Alleges Conclusions Jlre Altered to Help Prosecute Cases

By Pierre Thomas and Mike Mils
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The FBI. aleady grapplig with a probe of possible
cral fisconduct by senir bureau offcials in the

Ruby Ridge incident. yesterday acknowledged that. the
Justice Departent is investigating complaits that
workers in the bureau's cr laboratory have offered

misleadig or fabricated evidence in a nwnber of major
crial cases.

The allegations were made by suPervsory special
agent Frederic Whtehurst. \liio has complained to his
FBI superiors that lab work has ben sloppy and that in
some cases conclusions were altered to help the gov-
ernent's case. He aired some of his concerns publicly

on Aug. 14 as a o;;tness in a New York bombing con-
spiracy case, and oow is being sought as a defense wit-
ness in the OJ. Simpson murder trial in an attempt by

Simpson"s lawyers to cast doubt on the quality of labO
ratory analysis the FBI performed in the case.

The FBI yesterday said it was takg Whitehurst's
allegations seriously. But in a statement, the bureau
said it has recently reviewed Lab work in more thn
250 case and Nto date the FBI has found no evidence
of tamperig, evidence fabrication, or failure to report
excupatory evidence. . . . Any íindig of such fiscon-
duct wi result in tough and swi action by the FBI."

The FBI release does not address specific cases raise
by Whtehurst.

The quality of the FLls I;¡boratory work also came

under harsh criticism in an indeper.dentJustice Depa-
ment task force review of the Ruby Ridge case, in
which the conduct of senior bureau offcials is under
scrutiny by federal prosutors. The report cited prab
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lems with the Fil lab as one of maiiv
inipedini,'nts iii the ¡:o'leniment'~ .

prosecut;oii of Idaho white sep;ir;it-
ist Hannv W"av'~r for th(' 1'1!12

murder of a U.s marshaL. Weaver

was aniuitten of the charge in a
,:;isi' severely hanipn i'd hy lack of
Fl3 cooperation. the task lorce

foimd.
The FBI lah connuets more 1 haii

a n1Íllion evidence t:x;imin;,tions ;i
year and its experts testify iii huii-
dreds of state and federal courts an-
nuaUy, bureau offcials said. Noting
that FBI laboratory examinations
are "constantly subject to extraordi-
nary vigorous" chaUenges in court.

one senior bureau source said if
. there was a pattern of shoddy work.

the cours have not lound it.
Whtehurst is a IJ-year veteran

of the FBI cri lab and has a doc.

torate in cheRÙstry from Duke Uni-
versity. He served as top scientist
for exploive residue analysis for
seven years unti early 1994, when
his assignment was changed to
"'rainee" in paint analysis.

Whtehurst declied to be inter-
viewed, but in a memo obtained by
The Washington Post, Whitehurst
cites a pattern of misconduct in the
crime lab covering the last five
years. He claims colleagues fre-
quently would change his reports,
at the time without his knowled¡:e.

to render them "incorrect from his
iitil conclusions.

Whitehurst testified in another
trial in Augut that in the World
Trade Center terrorist bombing
case severa FBI investigators con-
cluded that the bomb was urea ni-
trate-ba even though it was im-

poible to prove that beus the
substance is so common.

WP:iefiurst said he complained to
his superiors about the conclusions

and the report was corrected. But

he said when he first told his super-
visor about the errors, the supervi.
sor "bam extremely loud and ex-
treme�y angry. . . . He advise us
that he would now have to embar-
rass his cheRÙstr toxiology unt
chief and that we were never, ever
again to do somethig like that to
him."

Whitehurst also has complained

that two crime lab speialists were
involved in "fabrication of evidence,
perjury . . . and misconduct" in the
.1991 trial of Walter Leroy Mooy,
who was later convicted of the mail
bobing murder of U.S. Judge Rob-
trt Vance in Atlanta. That case was
prosecuted by fornier deputy U.S.

attorney Louis j. Freeh. now the
FBI's director. Whitehurst's memo
does not suggest that Freeh or oth-
er prosecutors pressured the lab in
thio; r:¡o;p
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Whitehurst said neither of the
speialists was qua lified to testify
on the subject o( explosive residue

left over froii detonated bombs. He
also said they leape to scientifc
conclusions about material in the

case that amounted to fabricatig
evidence.

Several of Whitehurst's com-
plaits involved the work of foren-

sics exprt Roger Martz. who also

did lab work for the OJ. Simpson

case and has testified as a prosecu-
tion witness. Bureau olficials said
Martz would not be allowed to com-
ment.

Simpson's defense attorney John-
nie L. Cochrn Jr. yesterday told
Superior Court Judge Lance A. Ito
that he wiU subpona Whitehurst in
an attempt to cast doubt on Martz's
testimony.

Con So,id he will also recall
Mart, who testifed for the prose-
cution in July that bloo found on ;¡

sock in Simpson's bedroom and at
the mu.rder scene showed only
vague signs of a preservative that
could have come from a variety of
sources other than a test tube. The
defense has suggested that bloo
samples taken from Simpson and
the two murder victims could have
been planted as part of a police con-
spircy to frame the celebrity de-
fendant.

Cochran told reporters yesterday
that Martz will he r('call('d herause
the defense learned he is under in-
ves~gat!on for allegedly "falsifng

implicating evidence to slant to the
bias of the prosecution in high-pro-
(,Ie cases."

There was no indication that Ito
will allow testimony fro il either
Whitehurst or Martz. which Los
Angeles prosecutor Marcia Clark
said "has nothig to do with this
case."

Shortcomings in the FRJ lab's
work were a contentious issue II

the Ruby Ridge controversy and
part o( the reaS(in a lederal judge in

that case castigated the bureau for
ribiting "a ..,lIous disregard lor
the rights of the defendants and the
ÌDterests of justice: The judge. Ed-
ward Lodge. made that (indinii after
the acquittal o( Weaver and his
friend Kevin 11.1rris on charges of
"i1\urderin¡: deputy U.S. marshal
William F. Degan.
;; The Justice Department task
force criticized the FBI 

lab (or "lack
of initiative" and responding too
slowly to re'luPsls (or varioustests.
At Oil ¡,,,",, the lab sent bloo
s;nipl. " hï':' 'n flt¿¡hii ()tcause no

speril" r ",1l1esls Iii'; IWl~n made as
to what type of tests were to be
conducted. The bloo then spoiled
because it was not refrigerated.

At another point, test firings
from guns used at Ruby Ridge
spilled out of their envelopes durn¡: i
shipnllnt to Idaho. causing a trial
delay. Other test requests were nt'-
¡(¡ected for months. Last January.
FßI Director F reeh reprimanded an
I'ßl bb employee "lor failing to ac-
curately prepare a crime scene de-

piction" (or the case.
The lab ai~o failpd to discover a

bulet hole in De¡(an's backpack that

was unnoticed uiitil a defense law-
yer spotted it near the end of the
tral. The hole. 'he defense argued,

could oiily h;i\ " Iltt'll made by a fel-
low marshal IIt'r'u5e he was the on-
ly one behind Degan during the
i 992 gunfight.

Prosecutors in the Weaver case
expressed disappointment in the
FBI's lab work and eventually hired
pnvate experts in shooting recon-

struction, wound ballstics and met-
al detection. The proseutors told
the Justice Department task force
that the Fßl lab was "uiiwillin¡: or
unable to provide ;issistance" in
~~,(li~~~~~~a;s 0(. e~pertise. Yet the

by the independent examiners fell
outside the FBI's expertise."

In reviewing the FBI lab's work
in the Ruby Ridge case, the Justice
Department task force said that if
its performance was "ticl of high

profile hORÙcide ca involvig the

death of a federal law enforcement
officer and two citizns (Vicki and
Sammy Weaver), we woer abot

the r..sponse to matters ot less im-
port;ince:

Stephen Kohn. Whitehurst's at-
torney. said he hoped "there is .1
thorough investigation into every
rase implicated in this matter.

There is an urgent need for a thor-
ou¡:h review. I am extremely con-
(('med that Doctor Whitehurst does
not have permission to discuss all
the cases that he may have infornia-
tion on."

Kohn was referrng to an April
i 994 directive by Freeh that an-
nounced "zero tolerance" for agents
who disclose information about
criminal investigations to the news
menia or others.

Staff writers George Lardner Jr. in
Wasliillgton and William Qaibrne
iii Los Aiigeks contributed to this
report.


