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FBI Crime Laboratory Being Probed

Scientist Alleges Conclusions Were Altered to Help Prosecute Cases

By Pierre Thomas and Mike Mills
Washingron Post 56 Weners

The FBI, already grappling with 3 probe of possible
criminal misconduct by semor bureau officials in the
Ruby Ridge incident, yesterday acknowledged that. the
Justice Department is investigaling complaints that
workers in the bureau’s ¢rime aboratory have offered
misleading or fabricated evidence in a number of major
craminal cases. ]

The allegations were made by supervisory special
agent Fredenc Whitehurst. who has complained to his
F2I superiors that ab work has been sloppy and that in
some cases conclusions were altered to help the gov-
ernment’s case. He aired some of his concerns publicly
on Aug. 14 as a withess in a New York bombing con-
spiracy case, and now 15 being sought as a defense wit-
ness in the 0. Simpson murder trial in an attempt by

Simpson's fawyers to cast doubt on the quality of labo-
ratory analysis the FBI performed in the case.

The FBI yesterday said it was taking Whitehurst's
allegations senocusly. But i a statement, the bureau
said it has recently reviewed lab work in more than
250 cases and "to date the FBI has found no evidence
of tampering, evidence fabrication. or failure to report
exculpatory evidence. . . . Aay finding of such miscon-
duct will result in tough and swift action by the FBL”
The FEBI release does not address specific cases raised
by Whitehurst.

The quality of the FBI's Iaboratory work also came
under harsh crniticisn in an independent Justice Depart-
ment task force review of the Ruby Ridge case, in
which the conduct of semjor bureau officials is under
scrutiny by federal prosecutors. The report cited prob-
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terns with the FII b as one of many

wmpedinients in the govenunent’s |

prosecutim of ldalis white separat-
ist Kandy Wesver far thr a2
mirder of a LS manshal, Weaver
was acqmited of the charge o2
case severchy hamperod by bk of
F1E cooperation, the task inrce
faansl.

The FBI Iah eonducts mare than
A anlion evidence pxaminations &
year and its expeits testfy in e
reds of state and federd rourts an.
anally, bureau officiats smd. Noting
that FBI laboratory examinalions
are “coustantly subject to extraordic
parily vigorous” challenges & court,

_one senier bureay source said if
there was 2 patiers of shaddy werk,
the: courts have not found it

Whitehurst is 2 13 year veteran
of the EBI crime lab and kas a doc
torate in chemistry {rom Duke Uni-
versity, He served as top scientist
for explosive residue analysis for
seven years untit early 1994, when
his assignment was changed to
“trainee” in paint analysis.

Whitehnrst declined to he mter-
viewed, but in a memo obtained by
The Washington Post, Whitehurst
cites 3 pattern of misconduct in the
critae lab covering the last f{ive
years. He claims colleagues fre-
quently would change his reports,
at the time withaut his knowledpe,
t render them “ncorreet” frem his
wtkel conclusions.

Whitehuyst testified in another
triaf in August that in the World
Traite Center terrorist bombing
case severai FBI investigators con-
cluded that the bemb was urea ni-
trate-hased even though it was im-
possible to prove that because the
shbstance IS 30 COmmOon, -

Whiaehurst said he complained to
his superiors about the conclusions
and the report was corrected. But
he said when he first toid his super
vispr about the errors, the supervi-
sor “becarne extremely foud and ex-
tremely angry. . .. He advised us
that he would now have to embar
rass his chemistry toxicelogy unit
chief and that we were never, ever
again to do something like that to
hame”

Whiteburst also has comglained
that two crime lab spedinlists were
imvelved in "fabnicatior of evidence,
periury .. . and misconduct” in the
1991 tnal of Walter Leroy Mondy,
‘who was later convicted of the maii
bambing raurder of 1.5, Judge Rob-
‘ert Vance in Atfanta. That case was
provecuted by former depaty 115,
attoraey Lowis }. Freeh, now the
FBI's director, Whitehurst's memo
does not suggest that Freeh or ot
er prosecutors pressured the lab
thic race

Fraderic Whitehurat b 1 3-yesr votaran

Whitehurst said neither of the
specialists was qoalified to testify
on the subject of explsive residue
left over fram detonated bombs. He
also said they leaped to scientific
conclusions about material in the
case that amounted te fabricating
evidence.

Several of Whitehnrst's com-
plaints iavolved the work of foren-
sics expert Roger Martz, whn also
did lab work for the O Simgsen
case and has testified as 3 prosecy-
tion witness. Bureau officials said
Martz would not be aliowed to can-
ment.

Simpsen's defense altorney Joha
wie {.. Cochran fr. yesterday toid
Superior Court Judge Lance A. lto
that he will subpoena Whitchnrst in
an sttempt to cast deubt on Martz s
testimony.

Cochran said he wilt also recall
Martz, who testified for the prose.
cution & July that blood lound on »
sock in Simpson's bedroem and at
the murder scene showed only
vague signs of & preservative that
could have come from a variety of
sources other than a test tube, The
defense Bas suggested thal biood
samples faken from Simpson and
the two murder victims could have
keen planted as part of a police con-
spiracy to frame the celebrity de.
fendant.

Cochran told reporters yesterday
that Martz will be roratied becanse
the defense learnell e is under in-
vestigation for allegedly “faisifying
imglicating evidence to shint to the
bias of the prosecution in high-pro-
file cases.™

There was ro indication that e
will aliow testimnny from either
Whitehurst ar Martz, which Lis
Angeles prosecutor Macia Clark
said “has wothing to do with this
case.”

Shortcomings in the FBI fab's
wark were a contentious issue in
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of the 1.il cilme lah who was reassigned in 1994 to “tralnse™ kn paint anslysis,

the Ruby Ridge contraversy and
part of the reasan i federal judge
that case castigated the bureau for
pxhibiting “a callons riisregard for
the rights of the defendants and the
nterests of justice.” The judge. Ed
ward Lodge, mude that Anding afler
the xequittal of Weaver and his
friead Kevin Harris on charges of
murdering Jepnty US. marshal
Willtam F. Degan.
Yo The Justice Department task
force criticized the FBI fab for “lack
of initiztive” and responding toa
slowly tu requests for various test
AL o peine the lahosent Blood
sigph ~ b h e ldahe becatse no
specifu tegoests tad heen made as
o what type of tests were to be
condieted. The blood then spoiled
becanse it was not refrigerated.

At another point, test firings

from guns wsed at Ruby Ridge,
spilled out of their envelopes during

skipment to Mzho, causing a trial
detav. Other tust requests were ni-
glected fr monaths. Last January,
FB1 Director Freeh reprimanded an
EBE lab einplovee “for faling to ac
cralely prepare a crime scene de.
pretion” for the case.

The fab also failed te discover a
bullet hole in Degan's backpack that
was uanoticed wntil 3 defense law.
yer spotted 1t near the end of the
trial, Fhe hale, ' he defense argued,
contd only have been made by a fel:
fow mnshal leecimse he was the on-
Iy one behind Degan during t s
1982 munfight, . g the

Prosecutors in the Weaver case
expressed disappointment in the
Fllil's iab werk and eventually hired
private experts in shosting recon:
strution, wound ballistics and met.
al detection, The prosecutors tokd
the Justice Departmient task force
that the FRI lab was “uwilling or
unable to provide assistance” in
those areas of expertise. Yot the
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by thr indeperdent examiners fell
outside the FBI's expertise.”

in reviewing the FBl lab's work
in the Ruby Ridge case, the Justice
Department task force said that if
its performance was “typical of high
profite homicide cases involving the
death of a federal law enforcement
officer and two citizens [Vicki and
Sammy Weaver], we wonder about

the response to matlers of less im.
portance.”

Stephen Kohn, Whitehurst's at-
torney, sad ke hoped “there is a
thorough investigation iaty every
case inglicated in this matter,
There is an urgest need for a thor
ongh review. | am extremely con-
cerved that Doctor Whiteburst does
net have pennission to discuss all
the cases that he may have informa-
tion oa.”

Kohn was referring to an April
1994 directive by Freeh that an
nowced “zero tolerance™ for agents
whe disclose information about
criminal mvestigations to the news
media or others,

Staff writers George Lavdner Jr.in
Washington and William Claibarne
i Los Angeles cantributed o this
repoed,




