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EPA ordered to reinstate Montgomery scientist

By GLENN McMAKAN
News-Post, Stadl

Secretary of Labor Hobert Reich
hay ordered the reihstatement of a
Montgemery County sclentist whe
was [Hred by the Eavironmental
Protectlon Agency afier e opposed
the uss of Husride in drinking water.

Pr. Witliam Marcus, of Bayds, was
awapded Back pay 161 his 387,000 per
year job as & scnior tomtcelogist,
$5t.008 for hardship and ether com.

pensslion under Mr. Reich’s arder,
ixsued Monday.

Mr. Reich rattfied & Dec. 3, 1992,
ruting by adminislrative law judge
David Clarke Lhat the EPA "retali-
sled” against Dr. Marcas by firlng
hien in May 1392 for his scienlific
reporis  which recemmended
remeoving  {luoride from  drinking
waler.

Flueride, Dr. Marcys said in an
inlerview Friday, |s e paison” {sund
to vawuse liver cancer and other

health problems. 1t also causes fead
tp feach from phembing inte watcr
supplies, he said.

Or, Marcus, ap EPA sciontisl fer
18 years unlil he was lired, was
praleccted  under tederai

histishl " laws designed to
safeguard employees whe report
damaging facts  aboul  their
employer, Mr. feich said.

The EFA is an independenl lederal
agoney, but the Lsbor Department
has jurisdiction in disputes invelving

ils employess.

Before DBr, Marcus was fired, EPA
pnspecior  General John  Mariin
isgued # reporl on him which
contained  sianderous, faise and
derogatery information,” said Mr.
Reich.

The repert's charges were
vunsubstantlnted,” sod thar “the
Irue reasen for the discherge was
relatiation,” Mr, Hetch said.

Tr. Marcus said the repert was an
attempt Lo discredit him because he

EPA

{Cominued fom Page Act)

thal wautd have cxoncraled hir, said
Mr. Reich,

Gr. Marcus was accused of
rglasling thme'" from the govers
ment by worklng 3% 2 consullant
while on the EPA payralt. His
attorneys found that Lime cards wete
faisiited in the tnvesligation process.
Government officials altcrapted to
fie charges agalnst him using the
take docitnents, Dr. Marcus suid.

“Fighting the federal government
i by fio means an easy task,” e said
describing a two-year legal battle

with his empioycr, "Sinee (EPA
lawycrs) have jobs and thelr Job
drpents not upon doitg what is right
bet on fighting, lhey wih light
{orever. ... #t is & viclous circle in
which the cosis fo the taxpayer arc
never considered.”

There arc independent, had:
weorking (EPA? scientisls who are
airaid te publsh the trulh becausc
Lhay're atraid of losing their jobs,”
Dr. Marcus said. “it has a chilling
effwet.™

EPA officials would not comment
en Lhe maller, spokcswoman Denise
Gravehing said Friday,

had Lestilied In 38 ctwrd cases aboul
the harmiul effects of chemicals
produced by natienel and inler-
national companies.

Dr. Marcus said EPA officials senl
out momos calting him a threal”
claltaing that he had carvied a gunta
werk to possibly kil Ris superior.

Upon tearning thal Dr. Marcus had
fite 2 lawsnit, EPA sficials broke o
federal law by shredding documcnis
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