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IDht 1J rtòtritk 'ost
EPA ordered to reinstate Montgomery scientist

By GLENN McMAHAN
N.....Post SWI

Secretary of Labor Rob.,t Reich
has ordered th. reiÌliaiement of a
Montgomery County sclentist who
was lled by lhe "nytrnmental
Proteetlon Agency alter he opposed
the us. of fluoride in drinking water.

Dr. William Marcus, 01 Boyds, was
awardëd back' pay lor lús $87,00 per
year job as a selÙor toxicologist,

$50,00 lor hardship and other com.

pensation under Mr. Reich's order,
issued Monday.

Mr. Reich ralilied a Dec 3, 1992,
ruling by adminilratiye law judge
Dayid Clarke that the EPA "retali.
ated" against Dr. Marcus by lirlng
him in May 1992 lor his scientilic
reports which recommended
removing fiuoride from drinking
water.

Fluoride, Dr. Marcus said in an
inlerview Friday, is "a poison" lound
to cause liver cancer and other

EPA

health problems. It also causes lead
to leach from plumbing into water
supplies, he said.

Dr. Marcus, an EPA scientist for
18 years until he was fired, was

protected under lederal
"whislleblower" laws designed 10

saleguard employees who report
damaging facts aboul their
employer. Mr. Reich said.

The EPA is an Independent lederal
agency, but lhe Labor Departmenl
has jurisdiction in disputes involving

its employees.
Belore Dr. Marcus was lled, EPA

tnspetor General John Martin
issue a report on him "which
conlalned slanderous, false and
derogatory information," said Mr.
Reich.
The report's charges were

"unsubstantiated," and that "ihe

lrue reason for the discharge was
retaliation, II Mr. Reich said.

Dr. Marcus said the report was an
attempt to discredit him because he
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that would have exonerate- him, said
Mr Reich.

Dr. Marcus was accused of
"stealing time" from the govern.
ment by working as a consultant
while on the EPA payroll. His
attorneys found that lime cards were
falsifed In the Investigation process.
Governent offcials attempted to
lie charges against him usin the
fake documents, Dr. Marcus said

"Fighting lhe federal government
is by no means an easy task," he said
describing a two.year legal battle

with his employer. "SInce (EPA
lawyers) have jobs and lhelr job
depends not upon doing what Is right
but on lighting, they wil light
rorever.. . It is a vicious drcle in
which the costs to lhe i..payer a,e
never considered."
"There are independent, hard.

working (EPA) scientists who are
afraid to publish the truth because
they're afraid of losing their jobs,"
Dr. Marcus said. "il has a chillng
elleei."

EPA ollicia is would not comment
on the matter. spokeswoman Denise
Graveline said Friday.

had testified In 38 cciirt cases aboul
the harmful eflects of chemicals
produced by nalion.1 and inier.
national compalÙes.

Dr. Marcus said EPA offcials sent
out memos callng him "a threal:'
claiming that he had carried a gun 10
work to possibly kill ~is superior.

Upon learlÙng that Dr. Marcus had
filed. lawsuit, EPA offcials broke 3
federal law by shredding documents
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