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Scientist who spoke out on fluoride gets his job back

Associated Pross

WASHINGTON « A stienlist
fired fiom the Environmenlat
Proteciion Agency afier raising
heklth concerns aboul flucride has
won 3 iwo-yesl balte to gel his
job back.

1§ have finally been vindicaled "
sald Wiltiam L Marcus. “Fighting
1he federal goverament is by ne
mgans an casy lask.”

Lubor Secretary Rober1 Bl
Reich ordered that Marcus be
retitrned lo his $87.000-a year job

al the EPA and be paid back
wages, legal cosis and 2 S58.000
penaly.

The 1uling uphelhd an eatlier
decision by Adminisiralive Law
Jadge David Clarke Jr.. who con-
ciuded 1hat the EPA's chaiges
agains! Marcus were only “a pre-
lext” and that Marcus acluslly was
fized “because he pablicly gues-
tioned 2nd opposed EPA's fluoride

poticy.
EPA spokesman John Kasper
said the agency would have no

camment “oalil we have fully
1eviewed the decision,”

Marcus was fired May 13, 1990,
afier an invesligation during whith
the agency accused him of
impropeldy using agenty informa-
lion feo1 privale gain, being
improperly absen from work and
engaging in oulside employment
thal appeared lo pase a condlicl of
inleresl.

Marcus said the aciual reasen
for the firing was his public con-
cern aboul The safely of fivoride

and his appearances as an experl
wilness in cases, o1 his own ime,

The case against him was
faunched 3l 1he behest of chemical
companies, Marcus said, and he
charged thal EPA officials tales
hed and destroyed documents,

Michael D. Kohn, geperal coun-
sef of the Nalionaj é%}'sgkgiawn
Center, taiied on 1he Jushice
[Jepariment 1o investigale the
E£PA's sclions. The center Support.

ed Marcus in hig legal banie 1o gl
Brack 10 work,



