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Feds’ fluoride foe
makes a big splash

By ERIC J. GQREENBERG

Darly News. Stalt Writer

Dr. Wiliiam Marcus was fired two
yoars ago 10f opposing hls agency's
conciuslons that fluoridated drinking
water is safe.

“But in a surprise twist that should
wanrm the hearts of disgruntled em-
pioyes everywhere, Marcus was rc-
tuented triumphantly to his old joh at
the 1.S. Environmentai Protectlon

Agency iast week by order of U.8, Sec-

retary of Labor Robert Relel,
in a precedent-setting decision,

* Rtedel’s Labor Department found that

the BEPA falsified omployment recoyds
and fabricated negative stories about.
the 52-year-cld scientist after he
wrote & memo that Nuoridsted water
- jike New York Clty's — increases
the risk of cancer. : -

At the thne, Marcus was senlor toxi-
cologist at the EPA's Office of Drink-
ing Water,

ARter warning his superiors of tie
dangers of Nuoride, Marcus was ac-
cused by the agency of taking itis con-
cerny to the press and public. )

Marcus argued that he should have
been protecied under federal whistle-
blower laws, )

Neich’s laundmark decislon appar-
ently expands the rights of thousands
of whistlehlower eniprloyes across the
natlon, jegal experts said. '

Stephen Kohn, chairman of the Na-
tional Whistlebiower Center and Mar-

cus’ attorney, smid the ruling for the

Rirst time protects government whlst-
teblowers from retallatlon by hosses
who want {0 cover up instanees of ilie-
gal toxle dumping, poilution or other
environmental hazards. . .
“[ have finally been vindiented —
hut ait of us are at risk,” Marcus sald.

ieich aiso ordered the EPAto reim-
burse Marcus for two years of back

“pay at $00,000 per yesr, and $50.000
- for.emotlonai disiress —

the jargesi
such payment ever awarded lo a-fed-
erai environmental employe.

*7he Labor Department decislon
does not address whether fQuoridated
water is safe.




