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. Feds' fluoride foe
makes 

a big splash
By ERIC J. GREENBERG
Dall Ne SIn wn_

Dr. Wl1lam Marcus was fired twn
years ago for opposing. his agency's
conclusions that nuorldated drinking
water Is safe.
-But In a surprise twist thnt should

wnnn the heart of disgruntled em-
ployes everyhere. Marcus was re-
turned triumphantly to his old job at
the U.S. Environmental Protecllon

. Agency last week by order of U.S. Sec-

relary of Lnbor nobe'rt Reich.
In a precedent-selling declslon.

. Reich's Labor Dr.piirtincnt found that
th~ EPA riilsin~d cniploymt:nl records
and fabricated nei!:illvc!iorirs about
the 52-year-old :lcienUst. after he
wrote a memo that nuorldatp.d water
_ like New York City's :. Increases
the risk of canc'cr.

Atlhe lime. Marcus wa~ senior loxl-
colo5!ist at the EPA's Omce of Drink-Ini; \Yater. .

After wornlng his 51lperioi ~ of the
daii¡tcrs of nuoride. MarcUS was ac-
cused by the agency of taking his con-
cerns to the press and public. .

Marcus argued thnt he should have
been protected under federal whlstle-
blower laws. .

Rr-ieh's landmark decision appar-
ently expnnds the rlithts of thousands
of whlsllehlower employes across the
nation. le~al expert!i s3ld.

Stephen Kohnr chairman of Ute Na-
tional Whlstleblower Center and Mar-
cus' altorney. said the ruUng for the
first tlme protecl' government whist-
Ieblowers from retaliation by bos5es
who want to cover up inslnnce! oClIle-
gal toxic dumping, pollutlon oroUier
environmental huards.

.'1 hnve Onally been vindicated -
hut all of us are at risk." Marcus said.

Reich also ordered the EPA to reim-
burse Marcus for two years of buck .

. pny at $00,00 per. ycor, and $5.00
for .emotlonal distrss - the largest
such payment ever awarded to a,fed-
eral environmental employe.. .
. The Labor Department decision
does nol addreuwheUier Duorldated
water is s~fe.


