Houston Chronicle

Suncey, March 28, 1493

Feds scrutinize HL&P firings

NRC seeking indictments over dismissed whistle-blowers

By 1 MORRIS
£ 1993, Howston Chonicie

Federst lovestigators sre seeking
unprecedented indichmants against
Houstow Lighting & Power Co. offi
cials for allegediy retaliating
against four former workers who
ramsed safely concerns &t the South
Texss tuciear power plant, the
Houston Chroblcte hag Jearsed.

Sources say the U5, Nuclear Reg
wlatory Comniasion has referted the
casey to the US Departmesnt of
Justive, urgisg tion. Aby b
dictinent af ay P official would
be the first b the Dation under an
NRL rule that makes it o potentisl
crimital offense to inttmidale and
Barass workery in the puclest ludus

Y.

At the root of BLAFS legal tron-
Biet it 8 Ducledr security progra of
guestionabie eifectivenesy An inter
53l tompahy memorasdon says
that durisg B trainizg exercise last
vear, & simulated iervorist 1A was
sble 1o penetrate the "vital atex” of
the South Teias pisnt, located 1o
Matagorda County near Bay City.

e critning) charpes being sougbt
against HLAP by the NRC anse
maly from three security depart:
ment Hrings ot May 4 and 5 1362

Oa May 4, security superviser D
vid Lamb knt securily comdinator

forcs™ by

rext day Baltom fired senior seci
ity coordinator Bill Worth, catens.
bly for the same reason. Those were
the only dismussals n the depert
et

Former Houston Lighting & Power Co. secu-
nty officials David Lamb, Jeft, snd James Dean
batieve they wers firad from the South Texas
nuciaar power pisnt, above, fast year because
they had raised sstety conoerns with the
company and the U.5. Nuclesr Reguiatory
Comrnission. The KRG i seeking kdictmants

HLAP.




Clampdown: The silencing of nuclear industry workers

HL&P
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Clampdown: The silencing of nuclear industry workers

Safety questions dog

Nortt}-central Texas facility
has history of intimidation
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hoe coglicg
Drsriesg Bin Litie a1 the plant, Jores
ripoets,

wrota more Laes 300 wch
mesl havieg e o whd laylly of
woria? sabotaged witing Bais con
sinced thal rmow of the defech
—were pever sddrecsed. Uil ey
aew. {accidents) wili contimally ha;
maﬂli{ YOU BARE & teriowd

each a4 & meiidown”

Soiws was among L mosl oulipe-
ken of thw zatly Comatche Feal
whistie blowny, & borly man Troe
Berbrook who wald anduaed
“teath Lkreals, ihreats (0 ult e
Lagnelally foraner™ and sthet Torms
af baszssoneak belure and alter b
wan faid ofl te Ut

the threats alopped. Jooer sxid.
aller bre wtted & Lewsuil agaisod
Brown k& Rool In 18 and sioggwed
taling publicly heet Cotmanche
Fead Unbigpy with by seitiernanl
ind Lo utiber of wnresalved
Lot al Lbe plant, Jomes aced
a5 8 whigtin-blower Tasl year.

Siranpe things Degat kappevisg
again. In tregar catiing Jores'
wnljgled iabephome sumber o all
Bz and banglag wp One night
around mudnighl be put bly Laask oot
on Ut rurts i was gone, he seid,
LBl Swi simtes

Eaows & Rool spokeswoman
Zelmn Beanch denied Lhel e oo
piny adlallafew  Ngairal  whis-
1la-bioware

"t oo Al potiey s To el
gala claimys made by emalayess, ik
I e t3 mesit Wi aet on dhert .
withowl shooting Live meserger

shet waid

Sald TU Electakt apokesmas Do~
vid Floralil ~Wa ermure tsal eack
salely concern la [ully Investigated
Wa hava profeams Lo Belvely ek
aul v coneerin T

Frooe LEDE 12 1990, the wtibily pald
theee NED fines, lotaling $169.000,
for retali lof of Bppesaing Lo Fetad-
ale agalimt whiste-bloears, nclod-
Tey Alchison.

Pal Gwyrr, dajpuly direcior of the
Diviston of Reaclor Projects al tha
NAC s Bagon LY oflice 1n Arlinglon,
a4 that TU Electric maragars ha
since pecorma “vary wandlul of th

£ Toerdieson, 34, 39: s jobr a2 % wsider with

Boowny & Roal #t

piant in Februsey 1592 after boirgl 81 [C 3
opet

working D B vaee without ot

reapacaibititles” Lo Lislea 1o employ-
e arad (un B akle planl

And Tt anseliing evenid weem
Mot enderste Lo Contanche Pesk.

Ta Octobwer, & voniriet Femase se.
curlily guart wan foutd wacorsciout,
wound And gapged i tee il L
cunbiow Butlding. Hev pes and botster
were found nemaby, nd Tiers Waa
evidenie of Ttloay smwall” scvord:
15 Lo s MRC repori yued sheetly
alret ihe .

The puard declined | prese cha.
ger Ti Buectric ind te NAC con-
ducted Lnvesilgaiions, dod in Jami-
ary the NAE boued 11 Bual teport i
foand 7o idence (Bal the Wik
ard been amauited, although 1L 84
pot aapiis how of why lke wronan
would have tad and gagged bersell

The NRC Qi find Deat the gusrd
had aicohol i ey pmae U b
ched TU Electele lor s oy
eisted viclatios and poinied il
sevenal Hawd I the Cormancie Peak

am, iocluding & "hi

rasiraiion And kow roor K¢
e ecwrily sfficers” and 3
bexaviotal obhaervalion training
gram: Lhat fecuned dearily on cryg
an aicobed abaw and plecw! “Hitle
enphaats ou Abarrant behavior re
wiung Lrom liLy dinpegers o
Intarpeesnal confieia "

Frorelli wnd Uhat TE Eleclric con-

aak reaciens

chearance.

ducted ndditiona) Lratzing and 1ook
othar cORTECLive SLEpE 18 respone S0
Ihe NRC's Bindilage The Zused win
Gewbpd urther seom Ly (e plesl.

Comanche Peak plant

Gar'n drwtiption_of Cemnamtac
Prak b5 3 vty Wit aatilated
by & meribet of Former plask k-
ark, weveral of whom il reeaily
woder whpHEAESE CENENSANCES

Ed Tamiinaon, W, of Geankury.
N joh ot 8 welder wiih Brows &
Rook 4 Fabenary LD sller misiak.
woly worilsg o4 8 valre with dy
partaet, p:re fillan Baome Grant.
Geand, 6, of Cremen, quil twg mwels
after Twmiimon

Thow Lo tets wrare pivess threeday

1oy ™ willowt &

~elearance.” but ibey main:

1win togay Bt [he cwrersight WAk
theln auperyinor's, oot theink.

Temiliason bt bovn a whizile
blowar, reporling problemy o
Reown k Root, TH Eleciric and the
NHE e i convinend that the stililty
o Brvwt & Root were "wailing for
e 10 THess B

firows & Foots Bramch deaied
thal Fuedinaon or Gramt were M-
TEmd

Ome of Twmissoe’s commplalni
deait with las enforcermen of ciean:
ances. [A clearsncs indicates ihal &

phece of equiptnent, ca be repaired
wiihoat exposieg workers lo Tadia:
tiow or SO oLiet MAzArS )

On Marth

£7. LML, & few weehs
it £

£ Sosaph (weeng | Creoiiem

Turnhinson, who faporisd protiems o Hrown &
Aoot, T4 Ewcirc and the U5, Nudiew R
s cordoned 1l ihe

Browen & ool wears waitie] Lot him 10 “rmss up.”

sy
ity and

“Baijoon prptaent” n Lerwm of salaly
Inspection which 1L Wi wnahle o
meet. Eventuxlly, masy arrs £
danlgn, conmtyuciion and aawsth
wery d 4"

Alier years of g aleident)
1o publie-lnterest nad whis
Ue-biowers, T cfliciniy

e miopt & sew Firalegy B
I L Y90 w L), the wiitily
umepriediy B long rumeing

wan Wigh Uiz main advecwrry, Dellay-
based Clivens Apmcialion for Soved
Entrgy (CASE), ¥y paying $43 il
Uor to LASE and 133 mille Lo &
puraben of whinly Blowas A
armed tonlinkasion of Comenche
eak baaaings WAl CA%
celed an part & D seiliement, and
£ASE st given aa ovessighl redn al
the planl for [Iva yeary
44) Edectric’d Laygesse didn’l slop
{hire. Tn Febrpary UHE conuliling
Yictor Gllma&wm » gameing
et sy lor Lwe of
Comancha Fark's ihes misofily

NTE.
11 Elecirie wassgara “dlare-
ganded tw ally doliowed ap

e g and construci-
suciedr power ais” wreld
G ¥ & Pornyer NAC momber

"Ry deliberglaly postponing kay
Gealty Ahecha om design and gur
stroelite enlid aller rhe plans was
Bl e company sol sl op v 2

Mol leng allmawand, Gillneh
wound up on [ TH Flectzla payrafl
o a comeliasi A TU Eectele docd.
ment obimsted Lo Lbe Tanka Fub-
Ise LAty Comrnlssion shows Lhat
Gilinsky bhid bess pasd FHE385
Unrsugh Pwcember 191

Gty saE Ehar e sseraly “gava
advice” to TH Electric in & rala ZEs
and & pot Lestily 1 Ly behatl, aahe
did for the foriteen tinOFILY SARers.

“[ graw a shary Hoe belween
conmutilig wr Leclidying.” be i

Aahed 1 be believed hal TL Eec-
tric had relained Wi mwlllib@
2akse be had been 8 Comanche Peal
critie, Gillesky waid, "} grd mot frel
that way U Lait that Lhey pot what
they paid tor~

Fiovelli of TU Electric salé hal
Galinsky wad boredt minply Lo sasist
Jo Uy prageration of our sala

cawe .

Bul Geoflaay Gy, an Auslin alfor-
ey whe han aapresenled cilies and
e TU Electric sas

vt L8] the ety s Rifts
fahy Tase And GIRCTR wAY
e apponition bl pEvIng

e “mlw
them ofl ©

i Tt 1. HE wis seppoaed
worked on & shndier aabee by Uit T
pul had peen takes 1o the wronf
piace by 2 TU Fiechric radation
proteciion techaician

“Upal Inciteet coul Mave been
avanied,” Tamllzsoa L4 TY
s wiaa eitant dor i1 by the NAC.

Toee thwre it ¥ronne “Sarm” WU
Kinson, X of Caanbury, whowe Ch
bnd Bolbing Lo #o Witk sately.

The former Brown b Foot tale
* o

= Al of this wis detg bilied to TU
cuttomers.” Wilkinson weid of e
phore ralis, many of whick e Oe-
larztinedt o Do et Rl
PAST WAK Ahrowing HoneT awar’”

Frorelly said tont Wikzwon's do-
otk ~wax probably & porll of &

Iy ronilict™ which “we reals
ra was & an.»mm TEENOn
o teke a job wction
amplrpe”

As lor the alieged r\vm GYAE
cherpes, Florelil arld, "H o wae Uhety
That Lt was wove M&gﬁm&
prvileges. bul we Aid rot find 8
prattern of sigrlicant abuse



Even among experts, fear of another Chernobyl persists

“Wa bave (o undersignd that no
reactor is sala, that gvarylxly is in

danger”

D, Visdimir M, Chempusenio,
Ukraintan physicist who 1ed a sci-
antitic ask force thst invest-
gated the 1938 Chemobyl disas-
[LTR

Regfisticatly? i's not gong o
happen.”
o & David Aossin, president of
the American Nucisar Sociely,
when saket whether # Charnobyl-
size accident could octwr In the
Unied Siaten.

#y JiM MORRES
Housion Chionicle

gn brokes English, Viadimir Cher-
nousenke recited the casuaily Fg-

ures,

"ome husdred fifly of oy [riends
are dead” the ailing nuciear physi:
cist sal¢ by teiephone from Ger
maay. ~Twelve thousand people, to-
tai, have died. Three bundred thou-
sand sre siive but very i} Men
womels, children — very mick, all
these people. For therm this disaster
is-only naw beginning”

Chernowasenko was Lalking aboul
the mecident at the Chernobyl pu-
ciesr powes piant in Ukralne nearly
sevea vears ago. Slock 4 of the
reactor exploded st L33 am. o0
Apri! 28, 986, sending clouds of
radiation thousandy of miles aver
Europe and 3 lethal "black rain”
sher nearby citley and villages.

- iy Chevnousenka's reckoning, 3%
miifﬁau peopie received some
smount of radiation from Chernobyl,
and land within a 300-mile radius of
b reactor resnains contaminated.
. The 5i-year-cld scientist stoically
admits to “pot feeling very well”
nimself. e spesl szven months in
the Speclal Zone — within & &mile
radius of the wrecked plant — imane-
diytely mfter the accidest and ab-
sagbed 850 whole-body rems. (A point
vfpreference. if 100 peaple are 1
o 500 whele-body rems, SG wiil
da quickly and the other 50 can be
arpected to die tn 303 of seven years).

(Fherncasenko writes chittingly of
hise avd zdvabces SRONE
opieions about naclear power in his
new book, (dersobyl: Insight fron
b, Inside.

Assocsatw Prass

Ukrainian physicist Dr. Viadimir M. Chernousenko led a scientific
task force that investigated the 1985 Chernobyl nuclear plant disas-
ter. Chernousenko, who has written & book or Charnobyd, says that

no puctear reaclor is safe.

"it i certainly true” he wriles,
“thed & nuclear powsar slalion work-
ing safely withowt sny accident Is
ecologically one of (e cleanest of all
industrial plants. However, a siogle
accident, fike the one &t Chernobyl
can negate all advantages for centy-
ties to oome.”

Chernobyt Is, and may abways be,
the standard by which suclesr gocl
dents or near-accidenia dre med-
sured. But could such a thing happen
iy the United States, where the 38t
nuclear power reactor — Comanche
Peak Unit 2 - is about 1o come on
Hne?

“fhal hes been # maiter of signifi-
cant evaluation by us abmost from
e day we heard sbout the accl
dent,” sald Joha Taylor, vice presi-
dent fer nuciesr pewer at the Eiec-
tric Power Hesearch Imstilule, &
uttlity-sponsored organization in
Palo AHo, Calif, The conclusion that
fuylor and his eoliengues reached
was “no” — for three maln redsons.

First, Tayior said, the Chersobyl
reactor lacked & vontainment — \he
thick concrete shell desigmed to keep
radiaticn lrom escaping inte the

environment, Second, H was de.
signed not only to produce power but
1o produce weapons material (pluto-
pium}, tereby compromising its sta-
bility. And third, & design flaw

‘caused (he reaclor o heat up, rather

{han cool down, when the erplosion
securred.

A. David Rossin, a S2n Fraacisco
energy consultant and president of
the Americzn Nuclear Soclety, satd
that Chernoby| and similar plants in
the former Seviet Usion were run
under & “weaposs mentabity. 'We
knao best Don't question v’ "

{n vonirast, be said, ap operitor at
2 115 puctear plant is free to Lake &
safety concern up the utlily man-
sgement chatn, "Last dich, he couid
hit the shutdows button snd explain
why be did it Hossln said,

For this reason and olhery, he said,
Chernobyl wiil not happen here”

Some, however, Bre Jess xure.

Four months aller Chernobyl, the
U5 Nuclear Regulatory Cornumils-
sion released Ha Policy Statement on
Safety Goats for puclear reactors, @
document “based on the principie
Ihat nuciear risks sbould poj be &

ssgmficant addilon Lo oiher socicial
reaks "

in ac addendum {0 that slatement,
then-Commissioner Jamaes Assel
stne wrote that “we cannof rule out
core mekdown accrients i Lhe fore-
seeable future, given the current
tovel of safety .

& year eariter, the NRC staff had
estimaled hal Lhere was a 45-per-
cont chance of & core-mell aceident
— pot pecessarily cubminating in &
radiation refease — by the end of the
century.

Michio Kaku, B profassor of nu-
clear physicsat the Oily University
of New York and a protege of Ed-
ward Telier, the “lather of the hydro-
gen bomb," noted that Teller "is on
record a3 saying that nuciear plants
don't belong ob the sutface of the
earth ‘They should be 50¢ feet under-
ground instead”

at Chernohyl, Kaku said, "only B io
10 percent of the core came out. You
can imagine what would happen f 10
percent came pul”

The U §. government has done [out
major studiey al nuclear acvident
scenarins. Two were allempis (o
guantify the consequences of an sccl-
dett withou! addressing the [ikeli-
hood that sech aa accident would
soeur. They were:

w A 1957 report known by its filing
narme. WASH.149. This document,
prepared hy the now-defunct Alomic
Energy €ommission (the NRC' pre-
decesser) Bnd kepl secred for years,
estimated that a major release of
radiation from a 163 to 20G-mega-
wall resetor {ope-fiith to one-tenth
the size of today’s reactors) could in
the “worst case” kifi 3,408 people and
tnjure §3.008, Property damiage, the
repart $3id. could reach $7 killion

w & plant-specific, 1982 report pre-
pered by Sandia National Laborate-
rieg it Albuguergue for the NRC
Aesearchers assumed for each plant
2 “core melt accident jn which ail
instsiled safety equipment fails and
the reacior eentatnment structore 1§
breached divectly fo the atmos-
phere”

Such ap sccident at Uail 1 of the
South Taxay piant, the report said,
could result in as many a1 38000
“early™ (within & yesr of etpoaure)
deaths from radialion, 10,903 early
injuries, 4,008 cancer deaths snd 112
biltion in ditect costs {nol including

casls associaiod wilh health care and
ifigation)

the ligeres for Comanche Pleak
Unit © As many as LI carly
draths, 14000 carly injurics. A8
capcer deaths aod $1T iihwon in
daireg| cosis

The oitier twi foderal studies were
futt-scale risk assessmenls — that s,
they lonked 8¢ the likelihaod of acoy
denls zs welb a3 the possible conse-
quences. They were

W The 1975 WASH. 1400 study by
the NRO Using 2 core-melt/contain-
men!l breach accident at the Surry
plant in Virginia as their premise.
researchens made estimates of 3300
carly deaths from radistion, $5.90
esrly injuries, 43900 cancer deaihs
and property damage as high as §14
baltion.

The {requency of such an sccident
socutTing #t a given plant was esty
mated o be one i billion ina given
year, The chance of & core-melt
accident without & containment
breach - and, presuraably, with flew
casualties « was pul al ooe in 26000

o An update of WASH-1480, com-
pleted tn 1990 This study, known as
Nureg $150, is the most comprehen-
sive and reliable to date, according
ta the NHC

Nuteg 1156 Joohed at hypatheticsl
accidenis al five plants Sarry, Ziog
in Iilinois, Sequoyah i Tennessee,
Peach Boltom in Pesnsylvsnia and
Grand Gulf in Mississippt,

For three of the reactors - SurTy.
Zien and Sequoyah — il was deler-
mined that the hikelihood of a non-
catastrophic, voremell acrident
was one b 30000, Tor (he other two,
which are designed differently, &t
was one kn 200,000 The chance of 2
containment breach at any of the
plznts was catcylated te be anein 4
mitiion,

The prediction was that a large
release from the Surry plant - the
sarne one examined in WASH-1400 ~
would resull in 100 early deaths and
M08 cancer deaths. No attempls
were made ¢ quantify injuries or
property damage.

The curreat NRC thinhing. hen, is
that # severe accident 1 jess likely
to happen and woulid have less seri
ous consequences than what {he ex-
perts believed 20 years age. And
industry oificials say they are condr
dent that muciear power 15 a good

geat sater tham even Nureg 1150
suggess

Carl Goldsiein. a vice prosubent
with the 15 Counctl fur nergy
Awareness. 3 nuclear Lrade assucia-
non in Washington, DO said that
the 1978 accudent a1 the Three Mie
istand glant in Pennsylvapia “was
probably as bad an sccident a3 wo
can experience it the United Slates

“Three bile island was plenty
serious, it damned pear destroyed a
slility company towner General
Cubhic Utihties Corp )" Goldstein
said. "1L represented a severe finan-
eial loss for thal company, and i
caused 2 kot af fright among the
public Bul i caused no injury of
death”

The accidenl — a product of hu-
man ervor apd equipmenl maifuae-
tion that allowed the reacior’s core
temperzlore t¢ svar - has cost
General Putlic Utilities and its in-
surers about 31 billien, Goldstein
said. That's 36 6 bilfion less than the
total amount for which the uiilily
could be fiable under the 1957 Price-
Andersan Act.

“Drespite severe fyel melling the
pressute vessel held, Lhe contain-
ment held,"” 3t Three Mibe Istand,
Goldstein said. "Very Hitle radiation
got oul”

Not everyone believes that fane
Lee, who lives on a farm in Fairview
Township, Pa, aboul M mijes
northwest of the plani, conducled
surveys in the 1980 thal she believes
prave an excess of cancer. On one
hill about @ tnile southwest of Three
Mile istand, Lee said. she found 2
cancer rate B0 percend wbove fer
il

“We wanind fo make Sure we
weren't being seleciive. 50 we wenl
to ansther area -- alse a hidl, but
about six or seven milcs away,” she
said. "We found simnilar figares”

Lee. &9, did a complete health
sarvey in a subdivisiwg of 160 homes
and “found & ot of cancers znd @ ot
of vther things [ found 3 woman who
Lad lesions aii over her hody She
was a high school student ai the lime
[of the aceident} and kad been oyt o
the street two days after it hap
petied She lpoked like an alom Borety
victim.”




New HL&P executive once mired in Ten

#7 SIM HORRIS
Housion Chrobicle

satlon in ihe number of wikile
biower discrimipation compiaiols

The mean being Brought In lo revive
Houstotr Lighling & Power's ailing
nuciear prograss was i ihe thick of
a uchear Daseo ln Teunexsee in the
1030

Witiamn Cottle. 47. who Tepirces
Dopald Halt a5 HLAP's grovp vice
presidect-nuctear on April 3. shared
responsibility for ihe federat Ten-
pessee Valiey Authority's neterlous
2nd sllii-unopened Watls Bar plact
from L9A to 3985

During Cottle’y temure &8 site &
rector at Waits Bar. whick bas been
snder construction aTecord 2t years,
sundreds of workers alleged ihat
they had been intimidated and ha-
rassed for reporting alety prob-
iems. The plant even today leads the

pending before the U5 Depastment
of Labor.

Cottte Jeft the TVA in 3837 for
Entergy Opera-
tions fze. of ¥
Jackson, Misy. B
and s 1520 waa
put iz charge of
the Grand Cull I
puciear plant in J
Port ihwon.
Misx.

When Cotiles
departure from LS
Entergy was an- ¥
nounced in mid-
March., com-
pany President and Chief Eaxecutive
Diftcer Donald Hinty sald that "We
wilt miss Bilfs ieadership and are
very proud of the many contsiby-

tions be tade at Grand Guif ..°

“The thing Tio proudest of Ia hav.
ing bulll a matagement ten {at

Grand Cul) that bus good, high
s!::fam LoL 0 Cottie astd Tast
L

1 whistie-blowars, ke said "1
hare always. . been willinglomeel
with any employes and do my best to
understand their concern”

Severai current and former Watts
Bar employees, bowever. dsid they
saw abolher sice of Coltie.

“He was ooe of the dictators,” said
Ann Harris, & TVA contract sod
procurement speciatist who has
worked a1 Watts Bar since 1382, "His
ranagement siyle was, Do ss I say.
aot as fdo’ "

Coltle had feft Watts Bar and
become assisiant {o the TVA man-
ager of nuclear power wien the

atility fired Quality wm

that
at least belf of the pearly 4000
workers ted to discuss poteniial
salely prnl::l;;‘m —~ & very high per-

“We bad put this logether
to get TVA ool of ths sismmer. s& o
speak.” Hill sald. "Coitle had been
sLp ve of Lhst, at iesal oo Lhe
suriace, but it iter decame fues
Lonable wheiker e ever had sup-
ported anything.”

Atz 19594 Labor Department bedr-
ing on & dircrimination complaint

filed by 34 ex-QTC employees,
wis uiked i, in 1965, be had calied
QTC & “cancer” thel was “spread:
fng” and “might he fatal o TVAs
nuclesr program.” Cotlie conceded
the! was “reasouably scouraie”
Cottie tokd tha Chronicle thet be
Gl pot recall the remark
and kad ootling o do with QTUs
dlamissal.

Cotiie was tovoived in at least coe
other coutroversy st Watls 8ar. In
1983, & plant security guand found &
baif-emply boitie of gin tn & ca7
Cotile was driving off aite.

Cottie denied that the Hquor way
$ig or that be bad convzmed apy of i,
but the security goeard, Jobn Gaok
reparted the frcident, nonelieiess. A
week later Gang guit alter bging

nessee nuclear fiasco

ngumhtzhuﬂ»\wucu&;
Ing down ot employee drinking &f
ﬁ tme and be was coly doing his

§ pexeiber - . . (Cottie) sald, 1)
you kpow who | am? I didat
who be was. He said be was over 1y
puclear plant

*My capials twid me not to writé
up Mr. Cottle. but at tha time
were firing construction workers fof
baving S-year-cld. rusted beer d?ﬂ
in the beds of their pickups, snd'l
Sidp't think that was right, No aliR-
kot was atlowed on TVA propeMy
whatsoever. 1 {elt Eike the guy {OR-
tle} was over the place, ke Khodid
have knows the rufes” T

Cottie said last week thet be kad

reassigned {0 & mothbatied
plant 300 miles away i Missizyippl.

thing 1o do with the guaid’s reas
signment.




Clampdowm Th

& silancing of nuciear industry workars

|

Nuclear safety concerns

A pertat Bist Of ma. unrespivad s5UL

5 et apply 1o some or all nuties 1896133

Thermo-Lag

Thartno-1ag 15 A fire bamel
used i moea Thar thi eg-quaneis
ot tha U.5. nuctes Dowel
jeactol S, puime ity 1O protect
seiety- retatad wastncatcebies.
The need for such pratection
wat tstadiishes by tha NRC
atiat 3 nee-Catasiroptae hra at
the Biowns Ferry plant o
Rizbams i 1975, Utichas began
sepury NRC prAamsSion 1o
pgtedl mmu%,
manutaglured by Thermal
Science Inc. of 5t Lows, i 1981,

Athougn tests of Theimo-Lag
nad not been piopetly pertormed
by Thermat Sciencs, the KRG
permined vhities 1o use the 1esls
4 pustitication for insuathng the
ratwidll, Subsequent tests
peitormed by Guif States Utites
@t tna Fiver Bend plant and TV
Eiecttic 21 Comanche Peak
wigicated at Thaimo-Lag might
1ot Survive 85 Iong as s
supposed to gunng a fra end
maght cause £ables 16 age moia
QuiCkiy,

The NRCS Dihee of tnspacior
{enel f detesmened iast yeal
nat tha NRC knew i t382 of

Steam generator tubes

A steart Jenersior comMmans
thpusands of tubes. not ualike
heating slamants in g0 oven.
Kot radivactive wated Hom i
jeactol 018 15 pUMPed unte
gieat prassuie into the tubes.

Non-cagiathive wited Contacts
the ouiside of the heated tubes
and steam s crestes, The staam
arvies tha tyrbines tat produce
eIy,

Tha tutbes Rave SHOWN ¢
tengency 10 feak. H enough of
them lsek gver an extenged
pariod. tha reector could inse
cootnt and tha coe could mett,
The same thing Souls oot it
tutss burst,

An mternat NRC memonium
i September ndcated that the
sk of 4 eheitriown fom multpie
tube leakage of ruplyi £ 8L ing
Tion prent n Dregon was 300

Station biackout

errastions abaul Thuimo-Lag's
atulity 10 "perfoim as clalmed by
the manutactoi . Tha NRC,
horwaved, g not ettectvaly
raspond 1o thess inCicatars.”

As an cutgrowth of the
thapector ganeral's vestigaton,
which 1§ contimang., a fecerat
grang qty n Bafimore wsued
subpoenes i usttes n Fabnaary
saekig docunheniation OR
Thermo-Lag. Tna grand jury 1S
saud 1 be tooking at whether
Theimal Science rusieprasanted
tna baned s capelibes 1o
utihties end whether utibtes
knew the Darriel was URDIgvER
maion e they insiatied L

At a Maich d heanng betoe 8
Mousa subtommanes, NAC
Charman tvan Sein 521 thiat his
egancy eng utilies must shere
1he blams to nackon on
Thmimo-Lag.

“Trhera Apters 10 have Deent 3
wigespread tadure ” of utitty
Quatity: A35ULENGA (TORTAMS
with 185pECT 1 Fire protection.”
Satrr s, “The NRT'S stowness
i 1eCogrLing the siustion has
gifecively gelayed us in hoiding

the cotiitias tg thetr
rusponsitities o7 hOom appyng’
tmely sntoreamsnt.”

Ashok Thagani, dractor oftha
NHC'a Uivision of Systems
Satety and Anai_gs:s, $2iC thet
turther tests of Theimo-lagma
varisty of configlaations wilt be
sonducted tus Sping.
Dupending on the 1asylts, he
said, some uldities may havate
maky modficalons. tn e
rnaantime, yhhties witt cantnun
te pend 1oving firw patrols to
araks whaie Thermo-Lag s
prasent.

Michaat Marotte, srelutiva
girector ot the Nugiess
tnfgritation and Resourcd
Sarvice. said that the NRC
should force wlities (o emove
Tre mue-Lag immediately.

“tf e g wede & re and thes
stuf! meRad thicugh —
especisiy it 1t mefled quickly —a
rabie tould Duin ar shorts
caput,” saxd Mengtte, whise
g1 Gup brotght the issud 1o Ight
fast summer, "You could iose
control of the reactor and it coutd
miglt down.”

Lmes more tikely than tha NRC'S
setety goat The memo had béen
writtan by a0 NAC stel member
in opposticn 1o an MAC-
aproved west thet aiowed
Trojanto opelata with 428 bad
tubas.

Robart Poltard, a former NAG
oHiciat fnd now 2 Nuciear satety
enginesr with tha Limon of
Concamed Scwnusts, obleinst
the themo ahd mpde ¢ publka in
Novamber.

In January, Portland Gansral
Elactric Co.. ownei of Trojan,
gnnounced that it woutd closs
the plant 1ather than spand #n
estmeted $200 miton to replace
s steam generetor, :

Tube tegkage is a potential
probiem i af pressunzed waler ~
18801015, including South Texas
and Comanche Pask, Ina 1988

speech. NRC Commissone
Kennets Roga s tescribed it s
3 “loaded gun, an sctident
wakng 1 Nappen.”

Rogars wes prescient. On
March 14 3 Sleam genaietor
tubse Durst &t the Paio Verde
plant in Arizona, sending an
undeterminad amount of
1adioattive gas into the
arvironment and keeping the
piant on slart fov aearly &1 hours,

Some utilites, Howsvar, have
saked ihe NRG 10 et them
opersis plants wathout plugging
substandard ubes.

1T & iS5 we Are Kaking &t
wery caratulty.” sald the NRC'a
Thatant “We're snelyting
iffgrant acenarios 10 see what
Kings of leaks can lead to what
xings of consequences.”

This alarrung phenomanon
can Qecu Bt & puctear plant
whieh both the main and beckup
porersr sourCes fail. -

»The corcem,” Thagan said.
- i that 1 you iose 81 OHsde
power ankt ait onsite pwar 10
extenced periods ottime, you
may not have the abidity to codd
the fagcton} core. s goes on
tor many, many bours the
potental sxisis for damage et
the core.”

Perneps the mast dramatic
wxgrnple of stetios Diackout
octurred st Geoigia Power Cos
Paant Vogtie nea Augusts, Ge.,
ity Margh 1980,

A packug cesat ganerator
fmted] atted the plant’s man
power Supply wias knocked (l
by & truch that s uck 3 poie.

A secong backup gensrator
wat oot OF sarvice for
masntenance at thi ima. The
1m0t was 3 35emnute Dlackout,
draring which heTamnbarahirast
coniNG Water 1N N FOACIDY TTSE
45 (egrans.

A tpdeial grand jury in Atlania
is mvestigating whethor GEoTHE
Power ofticials tied 10 the NR
snouting 1 ehabilty of the backup
gensrator that fadad.

np allegation way mase DY
Altgn Mosbaugh, & former
fanagsr and whistie-biowar &t
the plant who has & Dapartmefil
ot Labor discrningtion cas
panding aqunsling iy,

Mosbaygh catied the 1930
acegent “larty serious. tf they'd
pean ynabie to 1651078 dwsel

pows: '8 52y they would have
had core dEmage in 18 hown.”

The South Texus plant, as it
‘packuprds el genucatons, :

The NRT 135U & Special rule
i 1988 requinng utilties (o show
that they couit Cope with stabion
plackendt o1 cartzin paniods of
T o JOUE HOLITR, OFF BVETRDS
e 0 11 ey cOUER'Y, to SHOW
that thay had 30 &liamate souce
of power, Thadeniasig.” - ©

Tre KRC has sinca done
satety vausnons of most
plants. Some wil live 10 mike
mingt modifcatine end SO
major ones, Thadant askh.

AR of the modifications ae
axpecied o be sompletad by
1956, ha smd, -~
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Clampdown: The silencing of nuclear industry workers

Allegations center on coziness
between regulators, regulated

By JIM MORRIS
Houston Chronicie

he Noclear Regulatory Commis-
sion's muck-maligned Region IV of-
fice in Arlington is tryiog o recover
from charges that its relatiomship
with utilities i$ incestuous.

Recent allegations raised by whis-
tie-blowers at the South Texas na-
clear power plant have focused on
the activities of Region IV securily
inspector Bruce Earnest and former
ipvestigator Do Driskill, who is now
at Region V in California.

Earnest was accused of going easy
on South Texas because of his close
friendship with Bili Randlett, the
plant’s security manager trom 1987
to 1992 Earnest bad served under
Randlett in the Aray from 1979 to
198L .

Driskill was accused of breachieg
the confidentiality of 2 South Texas
whistie-blower and of mishandling
allegations. His name aiso bas been
mentioned derisively by whis-
tle-bigwers at the Comanche Peak
plant in North Texas and the Pale
Verde piant ia Arizona.

A confideatial report issued by the
NRC's Office of luspector Geveral in
1951 and obtaiped by the Houston
Chronicle suggests that both Earnest
and Driskill at least gave the iropres-
sion that they were not doing their
jobs aggressively and independently.
The inspector generai alse found

that Driskill failed to properiy ban-
dle aliegations against Earnest.

The inspector general's report
says that the friendship between
Earnest and Randlett “created the
perceplion to 2 number of {South
Tezas) security staff members that
Earnest bad lost complete indepen-
dence and that Randlett was receiv.
ing preferential treatment . . . (Cler-
1ain events took piace which created
F ption among a sursber of

empioyees that security viola-
tions were pursued (by Earpest)in 2
less than aggressive manner.”

Randlett, now a senior secutity
specialist with Carolima Power &
Light Co. in Raleigh, N.C, said Ear-
nest's work “in po way” was influ-
enced by the relationship.

Earpest 2 “If my mother
worked at a suclesr plant, I'd write
ber up if she screwed up,” he said. |
drove them (HL&P) into the groand
Jike a fence post a couple of times.”

The inspector general's report
potes that there was a steep decline
in the nuraber of violations cited by
Earnest after Randlett arrived at
South Texas in 1987. Earnest said
this was because Randlett “turned
the (security) program around”

Stitl, an NRC security inspection in
August 1991 confirmed, at ieast in
part, that Earnest made “decisions
... not to log certain events thatl
members of the NRC stail believed
to be ble and . . . initiat{ed)
guidelines that staif believed were in

violation of NRC regulations,” the
report says.

Jire Neal, whbo Jeft the South Texas
security department under pressure
in March 1992, recalied a time when
Earnest was in Randlett's office.
Neal walked in to discuss an “access
control” problem that be feit was
reportable to the NRC.

Earpest “asked a couple of ques-
tions, and said, ‘Ob, po, that’s pot
reportable,’ ” Neal said A few
months later, he said, HL&LP was
cited by the NRC for not reporting
the problern.

Earpest said he did not remember
the ipcident but doubted it happened
the way Neal described it

"The inspector general’s report con-
cludes that Driskill did sot reveal
the identity of former South Texas
security official and whistie-blower
David , a3 Lamb charged.

14 does say, however, that Drinkill
failed to refer alegations against
Earnest to the inspector generals
offiee, as be should have

Also, Priskill “pever officially re-
corded” Lamb's security allegations
and did pot keep Lamb :ﬁgrised of
the dispesition of those gations,
although entries made into the
NRC's computer tracking system
indicated otherwise

Greg Cook,
NRC's Region V, said Driskill bad no
comment on events that tock place
while he was at Region IV,
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Clampdown:

The silencing of nuclear industry workers

of the NRC review of the {Soull

Inspector paid dear price for criticizing NRC

Kelly claims
candor stirred
ire of agency

By JEN RORNKIS
Howsinn Chronice

O Jupe 11, 1587, 2 Noclear Rege-
Inspecior irofrs

Texas sat srvous from & Fowe b
commitioe i Washington sad, In
typicaily biusl fmthion, tock his
agency to thak

he sublect was drog and acobiol
abuse &t puctenr pomer plapta. The
witness was James Kelly. then &
‘semior pecuzity Lispecior with the
NHC Region 1V offlee i Arfeglon.
 After reviewing 5is qosltication
o geven years with Che NEC. »
master's degree ip criminclogy. &
Jormer axsistant direetor of the i
ternationsl Amoctstion of Chiefs of
“Potice - Kelly came 2o ihe meat of
hig sbajemest.
 *The NRC" be testifind "has fell
Lo the noclear industyy the responsi-
Bty for lnwerisg thst personal
prodien of drag and alcobol shuse
do pot Lmpact persnnel who operats
sod mosintaby auciesr peerer plants
o who bave scowss 0
wiiai areas Of these plants. A few
piilitiey have vigoroaly and tours-
gesasty addressed 1he probbem, bat
far the most part the uiilitles are oot
uplnlbeusk.mNRC, ot ity part,
has rarely invesiigated allegations
of drag smd & peotleny”

Kelly wouid pay dearly for bla
cardor. Within three monthy, be waz
wnder investigation by the NRC

Inspector Gepersl). The charge was
the! be had Improperly sclicited
rapieyment with Houston Lighting
& Power Ca, part pwner of the Seuth
Tegas poclest plant, over which
Kelly 3ad mgpection suthorlty.
Adter & TW.vear shrugale with By
] . Keity relired uoder
Auress [n March 1990, Now 58 and

-}:’. ey ,_;‘ \!J’ 3 A
s ¥ o] ;ﬂ;i 1.0 .
‘ ) . : M% it

Nuctear R
Kafly ratin

Uring 16 the Daitas suburb of Eless,
be heads & smalt corporale nvesl-
f:;',im fiens ban mahes maideuhg
rnoney (hir he did with the Nt
He has & [eders! lawsslt pending
agsimt six curvent and former NRC
sfficitls ~ lncloding formner Execo.
tive Director Vietor Stelfo — who. be
alieges, deprived kim of his rights to

1 may & pain o the sa” 10 tha
NRC, Kelly sad recenliy. He be
taves that be was castigated be
cause be gave his congreasional bes-
timony voluaterily — oot ondet b
poena, ax hia yoperiors wanted —
and dealt with & "semaitive gabject

tory Commilssion ins
under duress in 1890 after taking bis

or Jarmes

Sorne of our oWH Mankgentnt pe
ple were viclims of alcobel sbuse”
High-ranking NRC olficiala main-
taln i (hls day that the Kaliy invest-
gatics was legithnaie iy mod polits-
cally mwoiivated But a 1990 NRC
inspector geoersts report shlalmed
by the Houstos Chronicle Found that
the investigation b bess “inpaccu-
rate” snd Cincotnpiete” for pevers!
reasons, Dot the least of which was
thal "W KET wiinewies WeTY Sever
ssked whether Xelly :a?elud tobe
soltciting employment™ These wit-
tater toid the inspector gem
prat tha! Keliy dad given uo swch
EppEATANTE.
The inspector geoerals oflice was
unabie to “prove” retalistion sgaint

£, Josaph Dowting | Chwonicie
agency 10 task In & congressionst hearing 2Vi
yoars satier.

Relly for his strong remarks belore
the mubcomemittee. Buy i found eyl
Gence that the investigation of Kelly.
biy w: isor and & coworker in
Region IV bt been dirscied from
e top of the NRC

At 1he very least, the report sars,
there was & “perception” of “vindic
tiveness™ on the part of Stelic and Bis
subordinates — natoely. thet they
Latnched the investigation 1o
Kely Tor hin testismony i 83 three
Reglon IV employees for endotving
secutity fegwinlions 100 Aggres
svely 8t South Terss.

Jerome Goldberg. then vice presl
et of HLAT'S nuclear groug. had
met with Stello iz January 1997 io
yoiee “hiz roocerd sbout the alo™

exuy] pecurity plin” the repert
sotes, and other HLAP msnsgers
ad w ¥ compiained o re
ionst NAC officials shout the sune

ihing

~Wien sxhed sboat bis Toht Ln e
{Keliy} matter . . . Sielic pepresented
thet he had 8o involvement in the
mdigaﬁm‘&enm»ﬁm
Mu»hm!awbhbmd
on ve evidence Lo the co-
trary deveioped during ooy review”

Stelio. bow & depuly assistant sec-
teiary for feciiities with the Us

of Bnergy. &id not re -

turs teepbone calls to his office.

Jumes Tryior. who had s majr
tole o the Keily !ovesiigstion ss
Sieite's deputy. 8id i an inlerview
ket Kzll;h-u pol “targeted™ b
came of testimony or his dard-
itne stance on South Texas.

“We let axy o{:re glané up
agywhere,” saié Tayior. who e
piaced Siello as NHC execullve &
recior. “They cas talk b any forem.”

Bab Xeily anid thet “tha heat exme
down tight sweY from W *
adter be temtifled, He denied thet Tt
ever saiiciied employment with
HL&P sod 53¢ the char e was “labd-
Heated”

43 & resui of the investigation by
the Ofiice of Inspecior and Auditor.
Kellys mupervisor, Lywreace Yan-
deil, snd & fellow inspector. Ronald

. Calgwell. were given leticrs of repri-

mand e Apri 15820, Keliy was given
& 15.day suspersion iy June of the!
year, 5 sction that led to st arhitrs.
1o beariey in December. At Lbe nd
of 1he hearitg Kelly agreed to resign
4 the NEC would rescing his sspen-
sioe, expunge it from hiz personoe!
record and pay ki back wages.
Watter Erresstne. s stall aticruey
with the Natiomal Fressury Employ-
ees Union i Awaiin, re| ted the
¥ men He said that ibe
invextigetion “wis aothing ks than
cetzllation Tor dotbg ibsir job st
South Texan, They were continually
being presmpred by
ple. throwgh the NRC, to certlly
things sz being DX when they were-
nlheyp%cktﬁnponalatc‘!
problems {st South fexna) end, is my
opkalon, tey were being caided Jawn

for them They were being accuscd
of guerreguislion”

ety 33t the management style
it Region I¥ war inlimidating” and
*demoraiiting ™ He jfkened 1t 0 23
“Copical American military dicts
torship”

Inspaciars “were besilant to wrile
wigallons,” Kelly said, “and when
they diE write viclations Lhey Wert
frequently intimidated o the poinl
where they were sirald o stand Uy
and Sefend the violations.”

frs & Lrarscribed Drlerview with it
MAC it 1988, not Joog siter he Bad
fotwed the ‘Teanessee Valley Author.
ity. lormer Region IV ofticiat Rich
abg Denise sald ihel the reglon die
oot bave a "strong enforcrment jro
pmmdib:ummuhcka{:
sirong eadoccenerd program has i
roots (o the sititndes of the senlel
tanagers.”

Denise sald Thal managere were
puwiiling “io provide help Lo [napect
tha plants. If yon don't trospevi, you
will pol find sby wiolalion ™ Fre
quentiy “the inspector would be dis
coursged from writlng noticey of
violsilon becsyse he dad te jum)
through 5o meny boops Lo get 1t out

Region 1V, 1t should be poled. ha
undergone managemeni change
slnee Eelly and Denlse lelt The
current reglonzl sdministratar
James Milzoan, sald: “i certainl
encoutage our inspectors to be fax
i their lnspections snd @ sddees
wiotalions whers victalions do docur
§ think we have & good repulation

NRC inspecior Geners! Davld Wit
{1atna said that ~we have & highieve
of confldence” in Mithoan,

Ketly, however, doubis fhat Re
glott £V has undergone & complet-
relormation.

“The peopie who meaige ith
NRCE are sngineers.” be 33id. “The
are the same breed as the peopl
whe tun the power plecly. At eng
ey yses blueprinly i de consired
ton ahd pul systems inio eflec
There's & frestration on their part 1
having to deal with people probiesn
that come slong — people Lhal sted
pet drunk, dont {ollow ibe bl
priots. That doese’t fit the englrees
ing mentality.”



