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Comanche whistle 

blower ca
may afect others, lawyer says
u.s. labor chief. denies accord barring safety complaints

By Randy Lee Loftis secretary at labor'S order lIod are
Zill,oM".ia Wlti., 01 nc o. Wc~ ~..i exploring our legal options lit thls

U.s. Labor Secretary Robert polot," she said,
Relch's rulng 1. favor of a Co:nan.. Mr. Mackta1. who helped buUd
che Peak iiuclcar plant whIStle. the gtant TU Electtc nuclea plant

blower could aCCect scores of s1ml' near Glen Rose,has sild thot Brown
liir CAes IIcro!s the natioii, a lawyer &. Root punished hl. for dl.closl11g
siild Wednesday. safety conceriis.

Mr. Reicli ruled.last week that a Brown & Root pald Mr. Maclctal
1987 settlement between Cormer Ci and his Ilttorneys $35,000 to settle
manche Peak consction coiitrac. the case. provided tht he make no
tor Brown' & Root and electrician more safety allegations. Mr. Macktal
Joseph J. Macktal Jr. was ilegaL. later sald h1s attorneys had' lip-

''Te secretary has ruled that set. proved the settlement over his ob-
tlemeots that restrict people's free- ject10ns.

dam to raise safety alarm are totAl' With new anorne;". Mr. Maclmil
ly loval1d," said Stepheii M. Koll, a went back to court to tr fO over.

lawyer with the nonprofi National turn his original settlement
Wh1stiebiower Center 10 Wash1.g. 10 1989, coogresslooal' hearigs
ton, D.C. 00 Mr. MackUll" clle and others

"l! pay10g peopie to keep qu1et showed thiit such "gag orders" were
about 34!ety cooceros is't agaio. . widespread 10 the nuclear iodustr.

public pollcY,l don't know what is," The Nuclear Regulatory Commi
he said. 9ioii oiit1awed such agreements 1.

. Zelm Brancb, a spokeswom~ . 1990.
for Houston-ba Brown &: Root, In 1991, a Cederal appell1S court
sad the company hA no lmmedte threw out the gag order in Mr.
re~tUe. "We are reviewing the Mackial's CAe' but kept the rest of

the onginal settlemeot intact. Haw.
ever, the appeals cour Sld the la-
bor secretary could throw out the
entire ~ttlement 1% he.!ound tlii it
vl01llted public policy. .

Mr. Relc h did just that on Oct. 13
HiS niUiigallowl Mr. Macktll to
present his orlgioiil compl.Ui t
agalnst the company to a Labor De.
partmeot administraUve Judge.

Mr. Macktai. who lives nilr
Houston, hIl never had Q fun hear.

log 00 his allegations that warne'"
were Intimidated 1! they expø
safety problems.

The NRC contloues to face c:rlU.
clsm that it fais to presrve wl'iõ
ueblowers' conHdent1al1ty and pro
tect them from. retribution. -On

Mooday, the agency adopted oew

rules that It said would solve the
problem.

COlniinche Peak is 10 Somer-vell.
County, about 90 mUes souUiwel p(
Dallas. The second of twO reai:rí

at the $10 billon pwt, tbe nation',

most expensive, surted operèt1ng

earller thu yea.


