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Macktal Set
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Nuke Goofs

COFYRIGHT 1998
Tha Stephraritin Eapiry- Triteent

By JESS WILLIAMS
Editor

When Joe Macktal appears be-
fore the MNuclkear Regulatory
Commission tomorrow, as ordercd
by & federal distriet judge. re wall
alfege documenied knowitdge tat
workers at the Comanche Poak
nuclear power plami near Glen
Rose have been routincly exposed
to carcinogenic materisls - it
tluding asbestos.

Mackial, a former electrical
forcman at the plant who coniends
he was fred for bringing safety
concems o plant mandgers while
he was employed there, also will
!l the NRC Monday that wall
coatings applied in the reactor
comunment chambers at Come
snche  Poak  conwus cerain
choinicals thal could comode
wirintg wsed In the plant’'s main
elecirical sFslems,

Mackial” a Stephenville rest
dent, has been ordered by {fedoral
District Judge David Belew
aake alf his sajety allegatons
known 1y the NRC omortow of
face charges of contemps of court.
Mackial originaily had vowed w
withhold his testimony and face
jail, but his ayorncys have since
sdviscd tam © give the NRC the
information i secks and to also
rolcase cendin key information 1o
the media

In an exclusive interview Satur
day, Mackial toid ‘he Esnpire-
Tripunc he tas copics of officia
dccuments  that  show  coating
materials inclading asbesios wet
uscd af the plant without employ-
ees being potified and that several
smployeas were expased 10 dust

containing asbesios and dangerous
concentations of Silica sand.

Asbesias IS a2 known Lander
causing ageat Sifica sand, when
inhaled, is extremely abrsive 10
the jungs.

tn fact, Macktl said, he bas
docutnents showing Bres fovied
against Texas Utiiues. he gwners
af the plant, and Brown and Root.
the prime contracior, by the feder-
s} Occupational Safcty and Health
Administraion for allowing em
ployees to be exposed W Silica
sand dust without proper peolcc-
v goas,

Mackual also said he has docs
menagon dacng from 1987 from
the manufacturer of the asbesios:
containing coating material notify
ing plant and CORGACL Manage
raent that asbestos was included in
the makeup of the foaung, ab
though labels on the coating com
miners did  not  indicae 1S

presence,

Mackial also said he has
original and alcred copies of an
employcs handbook that was sup-
posed 10 have been distributed 0
plant employees i 1986, but was
withiheid untif 1988, The original
handbook, he said, shows the date
of publication and the name of the
publisher,  but the  aitered
handbook has afl tal mlormation
placked ouL

Mackiat alfeges the /alicrasons
were made in an amempl 16 Cover
up the fact thiat employces were
not polified in a2 ttasly manher of
specific health hazasds associaied
with their jobt.

Mackial alse will aliege Moo
day that the intogeity of key
clectrical wiring T the pland is

Continued on page A-d

Macktal

Continised from page |
compromised by the chemical con:
tent of coating materials placed on
the conuinment chamber walls
next to the winng.

Certain chemicals in the cosung
matcrials, he said, arc Hable w
corrode the protective insulation
vt surrounds the wiring and
could lead w0 cletirical mab
functions in the plant

Mackial said he has docoments
that will prove alf of his al
legaions and will produce those
for the NRC officials (o whom he
wilf westify. He also has pledged wo
seicase further infarmation 0 the
thedia invoiving other safety and
nealih concemns at the plam which,
he atleges, have been coversd
by Texas Utlities, the NRC and
cerain  contractors,  including
Brown and Root

Macktaj said there is 2 syong
possibility that the disclosure of
cenain documents he holds — in-
cluding thosc alleging asbesos
contamination -— will spark ifveey-
tigations at other nuciear plants in.
the nation cither in Oporlion of
under construction where similar
mawerials have bben used without
the knowledge of plant workers.

Those types of practces, e

said, are the reasons he has thus
far withbeld his formal allegations
from the NRC.

“They'Hl just cover them up,” he
said. “That's whal they do.”

Macktal said information he has
obtained indicates shere currendy
are gp 1o 30 disability compensy
rion cases pending relaed 1w the
use of asbeswos. andfor chemiza:
conmaminaed maeriais A the
Comanche Peak plant Funther, he
alieged that up o 125 workers of
former woekers from Comanche
Peok are seeking o receiving
medical evaluation refated 0 ox.
poswre 10 hazardous agenis oo the

Al icast one lawsuit in Bexar
County, he sid, has been fled
relazed 10 ashesios EXpOsEre.

Macktal szid o is his bope -
and his attorney’s beliefl — that by
releasing duplicaie information w©
the media in conjunciion with his
testimony at the NRC's offices in
Arlingion at § am, Monday, suff:
cient public pressure will be put
on the agency and the uility ©
comeel the probiems bt proposes
w identify and (o alert present and
foerner workers 10 serious poten-
tiad health risks.



