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NEC Did Not Object to Contractor
Buying Whistle-Blower’s Silence

The Washington Post i .
WASOTON = The Nuclear offer to an employes Wio raised  chard We""??fa’;;a‘ff;“f e
Regulatory Commission was - safety questions about the Mill. Tission has “hac tion that the
sware of and did not object tc a  stone nuclear plant in Connecticut.  from s initial 905{1!,; ! viclate
confidential agreement in which a Crities contend the agreements Macktal agrsament i m; D e
auclear plant contractor bought a  amount to "hush money” to keep  NRC rules, “We want f:dpsamy
whistle-blower's sllence on safety insiders trom testitying apout have safety lg}::;’ them 1o us."

issues for $35,000, according to potential safety problems that information to

he said.
agency documents. could prevent suciear plants from . 5
The agreement s being investi- receiving licenses {o operate. Last week{ sr not;c: 1?;::::&?:;
ted by a Senate subcummittee, “These seftiement agreernents plant operators saic P

i i5d tety
i ve to have gndermined employees {rom raising 53
which has uncovered a second deal could prove t process,”  issues ' ielates agency rutes and

hetween apotber teptial whistle- the nuclear regulatory L . ) s aty
plower and a cc?:gtacmr working said Sen. John 8. Breaux, D-la, MY 5“{”39“ l’“““"i;ﬁ 5{:3“:;&
on the same piant, the Comanche subcommittee chairman. cant en orcement action BY
Peak Nuclear Station near Glen NRC sookesman Joseph Fou- NRC.

Rose, Texas. Last week the NRC

sent notices to muclear plant

operators warning them that such

agreements are "not acceptable”

and potentiaily illegal.

But In an order issued last
December, the five-member com-
mission said it did "not see 2 vio-
\ation of federal Jaw or NRC regu
lations' in a Japuary 1987
settlement betiween Browsn &
Root, bailder of Comanche Peak
and Joseph J. Macktal, a former
electrical foreman wao raised
numorous salety questions about
the two reacters under coustruc
tion there.

The settiement forbade Mackial
from voluntarily testifying at
licensing hearings for Comanche
Peak and required him to resist
subpoenas for his testimony. In
return, Macktal was paid $15,000
and his attorneys received $20,000.
Macktal now j3 seekiog 10 have
the agreement invalidated, con-
tending it was signed by his law-
yers against his wiil,

Comanche Peak is owned hy
Texas Utilities Electrle Co, which
expects to complete ihe first reac-
tor pext year. The nuclear station
has been dogged for years by aile
gations of faulty destgn and con
struction.” . M

Macktal was one of several
employees who made safely alle-

tions, and the agreement was in
settlement of @ complaint that he
had been forced to quit his johasa
result.

The settiement is expected to be
the focas of 3 hearing today by the
Senate Environment and Public
Works subcomenittee on nuclear
regulation, which also bas docu-
mented & $30,000 payment to aa
etapioyes from Gibbs & Hill Inc,
another Comanche Peak copirac-
tor, Subcommiited sources said
the panel alsc knows of & similar




