BALTIMORE, MARYLAND

Senate panel
cover-up
at nuclear plants

WASHINGTON (AP) - A Senate
panel said yesterday that it has ub-
covered two “sience-for-money”
deals tn which Texas nuclear plant
workers who raised safety concerns
were paid for agreeing not to testify
at Heensing hearings.

The Senate subcornmittee on nu-
clear regulation is also investigating
reports of at least one other seoret
deat between a nuclear plant con-
tractor and an empioyee o deter-
mine the frequency and legality of
such practices, panel sources said.

Sen. John B. Breaux. the sub-
committee chairman, sald that such
arrangements hold frightening im-
phications for nuclear safety.

1t turns the Heensing process in-
to a sham if witnesses can be patd
money to withhold their testimony.”
hie said

The panel has scheduled a hear-
ing tomorrow o hear from pasties to
one of the Texas agreements,
from Nuclear Regulatory Comimis-
ston Chatrman Lands W. Zech Jr.,
who was not invalved In the deals.

“The commission has pot com-
mented publicly on the tssue, but in

notices to nuciear plant gper-
ators last week it said that operators
could not make deals with employ-
ecn that in any way restrict their
ability to rajlsc safety ssues with the
NRC.
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Subcommittee sources, speaking
on condition that they not be identi-
fied further, sald docoments indicat-

ed that i . Macktal a former
gl_____qxs-znanmmﬂﬂwﬂ*ﬂé},;

Peak puciear station, reecived
835,000 for himself and his altor-
neys in a January 1987 agrecment
with the plant's buiider. Brown &
Root. They said the deal barred Mr.
Macktal from testifying to the NRC

his concerns about unsafe
plant conditions.

Subcommitiee sourves sald that
the panel has documented another
case at Comanche Peak in which a
worker who had raised safety con-
cerns received 530,000 as part of 2
deal with Gibbs & Hill Inc.. a con-
tractor at the plant site. They naid
the arrangement prohibits the em-

. Lorenzo Polizzl, from testify-
ing before the NRC about safety is-
sUes.

At Gibbs & Hill headquarters in
New York, spokeswoman Debra Fay
said she was not familiay with the .
cane,

The subcotrmities is aisc vest-
gating a contractor-worker agree-
ment the Mitistone nuckear
power station at Waterford, Conin.,
the sources sasl



