Fort Worth Star-Telegram

Section 1, Page 12/ Fort Worth Star-Telegram / Thursday AM. May 4, 1989

Senate panel to study
Comanche Peak pacts

By THOMAS KOROSEC
Fors Woews SanToiogasm,

WASHINGTON — A Senate panel
today will examine whetherseitiements
between former workers at the Coman-
che Peak nuciear plant and 2 Texas
utilify company were »silence-foe-
money” agreements that could harm
plant safzty. )

Sen. John Breaux, D-1a., chawrman
of the Senate Environment Commil-
tee’s nuclear regulation subcommitiee,
said he is concerned -that the agree-
ments “appear 10 jegally restrict 1he
ability of those employees 10 testify
hefore or provide informauion 1o the
Nuclear Regulatory Commissiot.”

The agreements were reached in July
etween TU Eleciric, which is building
the plant near Glen Rose. and whistie-
blowers pressing legal claims against
the wtility in conncction with plant
safety.

Theutility agreed topay 34.5 mitiion
to the Dallas organization Citizens As-
sociation for Sound Energyand assured
the group a five-year role in overseeing
management of the plant. The compa-
ny also agreed 1o pay aboul $5.5 million
1o settie pending lawsuits filed by the
individual whistle-blowers.

Senate investigators said in an inter-
view Monday thal the practice o reache
ing money setilements with public-in-
1erest groups is unique o Comangche
peak but that worker seitlernents at
other plants around the nation are also
being examined.

The investigators said they are con-
cerned with the individual settiements,
a5 well as with the circumstances under
which the Dallas group withdrew 18
official role in overseeing the plantand
its chnstruction and safety problems.

The investigators have focused chief-
ly on an agreement between the utifity
anda nche Peak electrical

h Macktal, who TU ofli-
cials say resigned in January 1986, a
dayafterbeing counseled about chronic
absenteeism, Macktal has said he was
harassed and fired after raising objec-
tions to the plant's safety.

13 return for droppinga suit, Mackual
ceceived 350,000 and agreed 1o he
banned from volunteering as a witness
hefore the Atomic Safety and Licensing
Board.

A TU spokesman said yesterday that
there was nothing in Mackial's agree-
ment 1o prohibit him from bringing
safety concerns 10 federal regulators
and that the restrictive clauses in (he

LAFECTTIENT WETE oS aimed at keeping
Maékial from being involved in other
workers' lawsuits.

**The only thing we were irying toget
out.of it was for him pot 1o voluntanly
appear as an adverse wilness incourt,”
TU spokesman Dave Fiorelli said.
*This was not aimed at safety.”

He said agreements with the other
whistie-blowers contained even less se-
strictive language.

“You can read the restrictions on
first glance and come 10 the conclusion
that they are restrictive, but they are
rcally very narrow.” Fiorelll said
“That has led t0a lot more speculation
about the other agresments, which ha-
ven't been made public.”

Senate s1aff members said the 33.3
million in sctilements involved 11
other workers ~— a statement the com-
pany would neitherconfirm nordeny.

Fiorelli sai¢ Mackial has exercised
his right to raise safety concerns and
did not raise the issue unti more thana
year after he stopped working for the

~ company.

“We can't speculate but it is difficult
10 believe his motivation s thesafety of
the plant,” Fiorelli said.

Macktal, who has said he neves
signed the agreement, is lrying (o over-
tum it in other procecdings before the
11.8. Labor Depariment.

He has said his atiomeys left him
with only $15,000 of his seltiement. At
the same time, other workers were set-
ting for mugh larger sums.

Mackual said he isn't interested it
money but instead is trying 10 be freed
from the agreement so he can 1estify
furtheronsafety pmbiemsauhepiam.

Regarding today’s hearing, TU Elec-
tric officials say public confidence in
the company's safety record 1s mostly
what is at stake.

A Fort Worth group, Citizens 107
Fair Utility Regulation, says itsattempt
1o reopen the licensing hearings is also
at issue. )

“There are more safety issues 10 be
resolved.” said Lon Bumam, whose
group is filing an appeal with the Sth
U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals in New
Orleans in an attempt to step in where
the Dalias group stepped out. “We'd
1ike the truth to come cut that the ondy
people who were watching out for safe-
1y were bought out.”



